TEXT: Acts 16:11-15, 40PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Women of the New Testament #20: Lydia


  Lydia is one of the Bible's most instructive characters.  In particular, she sets an example for two kinds of people: those who are seeking the Lord and those who have found Him.  If you fall into either category, the study of her life is well worth your time.  


The six verses of our text tell us everything we know about this good lady.  The first three present her as a spiritual seeker; the other three as a finder of Jesus Christ.  Let's take these up in order:


Lydia the Seeker.


Lydia was of Jewish descent and, therefore, brought up with a knowledge of God.  How much she knew is impossible to say.  But it seems likely that she knew this much at least: there is a God; He has issued a law; she has broken that law; and that, because of her sin, she was in grave danger.  


Now, what do you suppose she did about this?  She might have tried to placate her God with gifts.  But her own Scripture testified against it: "You do not delight in sacrifices, else I would give them, nor do you take delight in burnt offering".  And so, mere liturgy was no option.  Or, she might have compared herself to others and come away feeling pretty good.  After all, the worst Jew was a paragon of virtue next to his pagan neighbors.  Or, she might have just tried to get it off her mind.  But her conscience was too sensitive for that.  Thus, none of these dodges were acceptable to Lydia.  Like so few others, she was in earnest about her soul.  


But again, if she couldn't save herself, what could she do?  


She could take some time for her soul.  Paul met her on the Sabbath, at which time, she had closed down her shop, and "gone to church"--so to speak.  This suggests that she didn't allow worldly things to consume her.  The Sabbath was no Philippian holiday.  And Lydia was in business.  Thus, she forfeited good money to think about eternal interests.  Here we may learn much from an unconverted Jew.  If she took time to consider "the one thing needful", dare we do less?  


We all pay lip service to this idea, but I wonder how serious we are about it?  Do we block off time each day to commune with God?  Can we free ourselves for worldly distractions for even one day a week?  Some cannot.  Some are so busy, that they can find no time to think about God.  But make no mistake about it, they will sorely regret the schedules they have followed.  Some men begin the Christian life well, but sooner or later, "the cares of the world, the deceitfulness of riches, the pleasures of this life" grow up, like weeds, and choke out their lives.  


Lydia would not allow this to happen to her.  To another busy woman, Christ said, "There is one thing needful".  I wish we would remember that.  Amen. 


She could pray.  Paul met her at a ladies' prayer meeting.  It is sometimes thought that "God does not hear the prayers of the lost".  But this is not true.  Hagar was not saved, yet God heard her when she wept for her son.  Surely, not all of the ten lepers who were healed that day were converted men, yet Jesus answered when they cried for mercy.  But not only is this thinking inconsistent with the examples of the Bible, it also makes no sense.  "Whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved" is the promise.  Are they "saved" before they "call on the name of the Lord"?  If not, isn't God answering their calls for grace?  Thus, He must be hearing their prayers.  But--worst of all--this kind of thinking is dangerous.  It confuses "responsibility" with "ability".  The fact that a sinner is unable to please God in no way lessens his obligation to please God.  For this duty is based on the authority of God's command--not on our power to keep it.  


Thus, Lydia could pray.  And so she did.  And this praying, it seems, was not reserved for special occasions, but was offered "without ceasing".  So we read, v.13, that Lydia and her friends met at "a riverside where prayer was customarily made".  


Just what she prayed for, we can't say.  But we must assume that "mercy" occupied no small part in her petitions.  And so, she prayed.

   If you are like her at the time--a seeker--one who isn't sure of your salvation, or sure you're not saved--"Seek the LORD and His strength; seek His face continually".   Who can say that the LORD won't be merciful?  He heard the sobs of Nineveh.  He heard the Publican's cry.  Maybe He'll hear your's too.  But no.  There is no "maybe".  The promise is fixed: "You shall seek Me and find me when you shall search for Me with all of your hearts".  


Lydia could make good friends.  Paul met her at a prayer meeting; where, of course, she and others had met for prayer.  But now, who were these "others"?  It seems that they were devout Jews.  Think about it: were these the only people in Philippi?  I don't think so.  It was a large city, filled with all kinds of interesting people.  The Sabbath, therefore, might have been spent with other--very nice--people.  Business contacts; theatre-goers; sport enthusiasts; people who liked to discuss politics; all kinds of people.  


But Lydia preferred the company of saints.  This was a wise choice: "He who walks with the wise will be wise; but the companion of fools will be destroyed".  


The Puritans had a very high view of friendship.  They took it to be a means of grace; a way of helping us get to heaven.  And so it would be--if we took our friendships as seriously as Lydia did. 


She could listen.  We have no idea what Paul's sermon was that day, how long it lasted, or in what style it was delivered.  But we do know this: Lydia hung on every word!  "The Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul".  


If there are two curses on the Church, they are: bad preaching and bad listening.  Both are inexcusable.  For it is the "engrafted word which is able to save your souls".  Thus it behooves both preacher and listeners to prepare themselves for the right delivery--and reception--of God's Word.


Lydia did, and it paid rich dividends.  


And so, in these ways, Lydia serves as an example to every seeker.  If you honestly want to find the LORD, her life urges you: take time for your soul, pray, make good friends, and listen carefully to the Word of God--written and spoken alike.  


Lydia the finder.  


Finding Christ had an effect on Lydia.  It did three things in particular:


It sanctified all of her virtues.  The things she did before under the blessings of Common Grace, were improved.  She became more concerned for her soul, prayed more fervently and often, sought better fellowship, and gave double-heed to the Word by which she had been "begotten again to a lively hope".  


It also gave her an active love for Christ's people.  It's not only that she did no one wrong, but positively did them good.  She took Paul and Silas into her home--almost by force!  It seems that they were reluctant to take advantage of her offer, yet "she constrained us"--they said.  


She thought of this service--not as a necessary, but unhappy part of the Christian life--but as a high privilege.  "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay".  Thus it was an active love and one which "esteemed others better than herself".  


Finally, it produced a boldness for Christ.  "Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame".  And Lydia, the new convert, was not embarrassed by Jesus Christ or His people.  Just after Paul and Silas were let out of jail, she took them (and their brethren) into her home.  By doing this, she publicly identified with the cause of Christ.  And that cost her dearly.  It made her a "fool" to her Gentile neighbors, and a "scandal" to her Jewish kinsmen.  But no matter.  She would live for Christ.  


May God give us as much mercy.  Amen.  

