TEXT: Matthew 7:21-23PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of the Sermon on the Mount #23: False Disciples.


There is a time to teach the Word.  There is a time to apply the Word.  In the first two and a half chapters of this Sermon, our Lord was teaching the Word.  In the last half chapter, He applies it.  The application is needful; it is not enjoyable.   The subject is discipleship.  Are you a disciple of Christ?  You either are or you are not.   There is no in-between.  "He who is not with Me is against Me.  And He who does not gather with Me scatters abroad".   


The Lord has already described true disciples.  They are "poor in spirit, meek, merciful, and pure in heart".  Now, He comes to false disciples.  


He tells us something about their profession, v.21a: "Not everyone who says to Me `Lord, Lord', shall enter the kingdom of heaven".  False disciples speak well of Christ.  They call Him "Lord".  This means "teacher" or "master".  Thus, they claim to be His students and His servants.  The title is given to Him in public.  They're not thinking `Lord, Lord', but saying it.  They agree with the hymn


"Ashamed of Jesus! sooner far


Let evening blush to own a star"

The honor is given to Him with feeling.  They don't say "Lord" in a cold and formal manner, but "Lord, Lord" to emphasize the zeal of their devotion.  


A false disciple, therefore, may have an impeccable profession of faith.  And more.  The men our Lord envisions are not mere "talkers"; they are "doers".  They claim to be disciples of Christ and they support their claim with three pieces of evidence:


1.
"Have we not prophesied in Your Name?"


2.
"Cast out demons in Your Name?"


3.
"Done many wonders in Your Name?"  


The language demands an affirmative answer.  They preached the Gospel; they exorcised devils; they performed miracles.  Were they doing Satan's work?  No they weren't.  It was the Lord's work they were doing.  The first Evangelists were sent out with this mandate: "Go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  And as you go preach, saying, `The kingdom of heaven is at hand'.  Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons.  Freely you have received, freely give" (Matthew 10:6-8).  


What was the Lord telling these early preachers?  He was telling them to do just what the false disciples did.  


A false disciple, therefore, may be a religious worker deluxe; an excellent preacher, an eminent soul-winner, a sacrificial giver.  Like the family of Stephanus, he may be "devoted to the ministry of the saints". 


In short: You can sound and look awfully good and still be a false disciple.  See, for example, Demas (Paul's one-time helper) who "loved this present world" or Judas (one of the Twelve) who "betrayed the Son of Man with a kiss". 


  In the second place, Jesus tells us something about the false disciple's character, vv.21b, 23b. 


Negatively, he does not "do the will of My Father in heaven".  Huh?  Doesn't he talk up Christ, preach the Gospel, and perform miracles?  Yes he does.  But these are mere activities.  He's active, but he's not obedient.  He's willing to do much for Christ.  Everything but surrender to His Lordship.  Because of this unwillingness, he's no disciple of Christ.  


Positively, he "practices lawlessness".  This doesn't mean he sins.  Everyone does that.  He makes a habit of sin.  He is consistently lustful; she is regularly defiant.   Is it possible to both "practice lawlessness" and to "prophesy, cast out demons, and do many wonderful works"?  It is.  Many have compartmentalized their lives: some of it belongs to Christ, some doesn't.  He belongs to Christ at church--but not at home.  He belongs to Christ at home--but not at work.  And so on.  


In summary: Discipleship is proven, not by words and not by deeds, but by character.  It's not what you say.  It's not what you do.  It's what you are.  Therefore: "Keep the heart with all diligence, for out of it are the issues of life".  


Thirdly, the Lord tells us of the false disciple's end, v.23: "I never knew you; depart from Me..."  To "know" means to "approve of" or to "regard with favor".  Christ does not accept the bad person--no matter how well he talks or how much he does!  "The Lord looks on the heart".  "Depart from Me" deprives the hypocrite of all good and exposes him to all evil.  It is to be damned.  Forever.  


Finally, the most disturbing part: the number of false disciples, v.22a.  "Many will say to me on that day..."  If the Lord said "one or two" we could breathe easy--for this late in church history, that quota's been filled.  Or had He said "a few", we'd have little to fear.  Statistics would be on our side.  But He said "many".  How many?  We don't know.  But its very openness sends shivers down the spine.  


What do you do about this word, "many"?  You make sure you're not part of it.  How?  By self-examination.  Not the rehearsing of your words.  Not the inspection of your deeds.  But the examination of yourself.  Have you honestly submitted to Jesus Christ?  No one has perfectly--I know that.  But you don't have to be sinless to be submitted.  Are some parts of your life not surrendered to His Lordship.  Is there anything--anything at all--about which you say to Him: "Hands off!"  


If so, confess your pride, repent of your sin, and plead with God for enabling grace.  Don't be a false disciple.  They dishonor God and ruin themselves.  Let our prayer be the Psalmist's:


"Search me, O God,


And know my heart;


Try me, and know


My thoughts;


See if there be any


Wicked way in me;


And lead me in the


Way everlasting".


May God do so, for Christ's sake.  Amen.  

