TEXT: Matthew 5:11-12PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of the Sermon on the Mount #2: Blessed are the 


Persecuted.


Tonight brings us to the second part of our study of the Sermon on the Mount.  May God make us "doers of the Word--and not just hearers", for Christ's sake.  Amen. 


Vv.11-12 proceed on an assumption: If you live the life described in the Beatitudes, you will become an object of abuse.  The Lord gives three examples of the abuse you're likely to take.  You will be "reviled".  This means criticized or scolded.  You will be "persecuted".  This is more physical: you may be jailed, tortured, or even killed.  "Men will say all kinds of evil against you..."  This is gossip and slander, backbiting, and so on.   This is what awaits you if you live "the blessed life".  


Good preachers often overstate their case for effect.  Has the Lord done so?  He has not.  The Old Testament is full of men who suffered these things.  Abel, David, Elijah, and others could be named.  Stephen went so far as to ask: "Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute?"  Was even one


"Carried to the skies


On flowery beds of ease"?


No.  Nor will anyone who lives "the blessed life".  "...all who live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution" says Paul in II Timothy 3:12.  Why shouldn't we?  "A servant is not greater than his master.  If they persecuted Me--says the Lord--"they will also persecute you", John 15:20. 


This brings up a question: "Why is this life so aggravating?"  There is nothing about it that is naturally offensive.  The "blessed life" is meek, merciful, and so on.  Why does it gall people so?   


Because it exposes them


Here's why: It exposes them!  The "blessed life" makes all other lives look phony--especially religious lives.  This fits the context.  The "revilers and persecutors" are not pagans from Rome, but religious Jews--especially the devout Scribes and Pharisees!  Let me illustrate: With a shiny finish, a desk made of particle board looks pretty good.  Pretty good, that is, until you set it alongside a desk made of solid oak.  Then--by comparison--it looks cheap.  Why?  Because it is!  In the same way, the Pharisee's life looked holy.  It was full of "praying, fasting, and giving alms".  But put alongside    the Beatitudes, it looks like junk

