 TEXT: Psalm 119:161-168PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of Psalm 119 #21: Shin


Let's continue our study of this Psalm and--with God's blessing--grow in the knowledge of His Word and in our love for it.  


The theme of this stanza has come up before, but it bears repeating.  We're prone to forget it; we need to be reminded of it.  What is it?  Something like this: "Where to go in times of stress and what to do there".  


David's Stress, v.161.  


Did people in the Bible have problems?  Of course they did--the same ones you and I have.  And worse ones too.  David is a prime example.  He tells us about one of them: "Princes persecute me without a cause".  


"Princes" refers to powerful men.  He doesn't say if they're foreign or domestic enemies.  I suspect they're both.  The Philistines, for example, are a warlike people, bent on his destruction.  What's worse, they have giants in their army!  Men so huge they make the Jews look like "grasshoppers" by comparison.  There are five Philistine kings, each of whom would like nothing better than to put David's head on a pike.  They were "princes [who] persecuted him".  


The Hebrew princes weren't much better.  Saul was a bitter enemy; Joab a bloodthirsty man; Absalom overthrew the kingdom and tried to kill his own father.  These are the kind of men he had to deal with every day of his life.  


They "persecuted" him.  Or hunted him down.  They were like hound dogs, relentless in the chase.  His problems weren't occasional, but constant ones.  Literally, from the day he cut down Goliath, to the day he died, he was beset by "princes who persecuted him".  Shimei was half-right, at least: David was a "Bloody Man".  


Why were they after him so hotly?  "Princes persecute me without a cause".  He was not a foolish or offensive man who brought persecution on himself.  They inflicted it out of pure spite!  This doubled his pain.


When someone points out a fault, it may hurt very badly.  But, if it's true, you can do something about it: repent and seek forgiveness.  But if it's untrue, what can you do about it?  For example, if your boss is always on you for being late, you can make things right by getting to work on time.  But if he's just "got it in for you", what can you do?  You can wallow in self-pity; you can seethe in resentment; you can grumble under your breath.  In any event, you feel powerless and frustrated.


In sum: David was under stress.  It was severe, constant, and confusing. Stress had the same effect of him as it does on us.  It made him nervous; it raised his blood pressure; it tempted him to do all kinds of foolish things.


Where David went in his stress.  


Happily, he didn't do any of those foolish things.  David's stress led him to God's Word.  Which part of it?   No one part of it, but all of it.  He calls it, God's "Word, law, judgments, commandments, testimonies, and precepts".


He thinks "Every Scripture is inspired of God and is profitable..."  


We all pay lip service to that proposition, but do we practice it?  With problems have us in a full-nelson, where do we go for relief?  There's nothing wrong with taking a walk or with calling a friend.  But they mustn't be our first resort.  God is the answer to our stress!  He may not give us the answers we're looking for--but His Presence is the answer we need.  We meet God in His Word.  In times of trouble, therefore, we must flee to the Word.  


[By the way, this is a good reason to keep your conscience clear.  Problems have a way of popping up unexpectedly.  When they do, you need to rush to God in His Word.  But, if you've got a backlog of sins unconfessed, it's pretty hard to do, isn't it?]


What he did there.  


Going to the Word is necessary.  But what do we do when we get there?  Obviously, we read it.  But that's not all!  We read it in a certain way.  David tells us how.


We read it with awe.  "My heart stands in awe of Your Word".  The vulgar see nothing much in the Word.  The educated think it's fine literature.  But believers see something more in it than that; they see its Divine Majesty.  To think that God would put His infinite and eternal thoughts into human words.  And would give this Word to us.  The Word that created all things, the Word that sustains all things, is no more awesome than the Word we hold in our hand.  Would we tremble at the Word of Creation?   If so, let us "stand in awe" of this Word...this Word of Salvation.


Think of men who heard the voice of God and how they responded to it.  Moses--a man who had led armies into battle and seen incredible "signs and wonders" must "Fear and quake".  Isaiah, it seems, was a member of the royal family and used to hearing great men, had never heard anything like the voice of JEHOVAH.  He was struck down by it, with a sense of his own unworthiness.  Even "the wind and waves" bowed to His Word.  Dare we do less than "stand in awe" of it?  To "Tremble at the Word?"


[This, by the way, is my objection to so much that passes for Christian music.  God did not inspire tunes to sing His praise, but He did give us principles by which to compose them.  The first of which is reverence!  "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom".]  


We read it with joy.  "I rejoice at Your Word as one who finds great treasure".  Awe is sometimes confused with gloom; a God-fearing man is thought morose.  But this is not true.  The Word must be read solemnly, but it's a solemn joy we're to feel.  Something like finding a treasure, absent carnal thoughts, silly words, and fist-pumping, of course.  


What joy the Word gives.  Even (or especially) in hard times.  It recalls that God is your God; that He won't allow you to be tempted above your endurance; that, in fact, your problems are working for your good and fitting you for glory.  


"As cold waters are to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country".  "David encouraged himself in the LORD his God".  


We read it with love.  "I hate and abhor lying, but Your Law I love...Your testimonies, I love them exceedingly".  There is something in the Word that draws out our deepest love.  That "something", of course, is its Author and Object, Jesus Christ.  Stress fills us with fear, but "perfect love casts out fear".  As we read the Holy Word, we're more and more enchanted with our Savior, and


The things of this world grow


Strangely dim in the light


of His glory and grace".


We read it with praise.  "Seven times a day I praise You because of Your righteous judgments".  Praise is the consequence of awe, joy, and love.  It is impossible to stand before the Divine Majesty, and not join the Seraphim,


"Holy, holy, holy,


LORD GOD Almighty".


As for joy, it tends to bubble up out of our souls and come out as words of praise.  And love?  It has set the poets on fire from the beginning.  


We read it with peace.  "Great peace have those who love Your law".  This "love" is not the product of good taste, but of the saving work of God's Spirit.  Believers come to the Word--not as sinners under the curse of an Almighty Judge--but as children of God, who know their Father's "pity" first hand.  


Consequently, "nothing cause [us] to stumble".  The stresses of this life are real and painful, but not ruinous.  They can't "separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord".  They can't shake our confidence in loving sovereignty.  They can't get heaven off our minds.  


We read it with hope.  "LORD, I hope for Your salvation".  Hope is nothing but faith taking hold of promises unfulfilled.  The promises may be long in coming.  But we wait for them in hope!  With expectation!  With an assurance that "He who promised is faithful".  When He promises "All things work together for our good", we don't know how--we can't even guess how He will pull it off--but we know He will.  We live in hope.  We read the Bible in hope.  And this hope--unlike others--never "puts to shame".  


We read it with obedience.  "My soul keeps Your testimonies".  Machiavelli thought fear ruled the world, not love.  He couldn't have been more wrong!  Fear may restrain one's actions, it cannot change his heart.  It cannot make him serve from the heart.  At best, it can obtain a half-hearted service for a time.  But love?  Ah, it makes service spontaneous and generous.  Filled with love for God and His Word, we're eager to "keep His testimonies".  Not in a legalistic way, but cheerfully. Not "What do I have to do?"  Or "What's the least I can get away with?"  But


"What shall I render to the LORD


for all His benefits toward me?"


David's sincerity before the Word, v.168.  


In times of trouble, David resorted to God in His Word.  But did he do it sincerely?  Or was he just talking piously?  The Pharisees might have said the same of their love for the Word.  But they were windbags....Was David?  


No he wasn't.  "For all my ways are before You".  They are open to God's inspection.  David's not a perfect man, but he is honest and open with the LORD.  He's willing to be "Searched...and found out".  If "evil ways" are in him, he's willing to turn from them.  He even wants "cleansing from secret sins".  We pray for these things, but do we mean it?  God knows.  We know.  God give us "upright hearts".  For Christ's sake.  


Close.


Like David, you're under stress of one kind or another.  Maybe "princes" are not "persecuting [you] without a cause".  But I know "the god of this world" is harassing you.  And maybe his servants are too.  


Like David, you have a way of relieving your stress.  And that is by turning to God in His Word.  And reading with grace.


But are you?  That I cannot answer.  Only you and God know that.  I can urge you, however, to look nowhere else.  I can promise you that a faithful and patient looking to God in His Word will do you do.  Now it's up to you.  "Choose life".  Amen.  

