TEXT: Psalm 119:153-160PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of Psalm 119 #20: Resh


Let's continue our study of this Psalm, and join David in paying tribute to God's Word.  This is its twentieth stanza, with two more to go.  I hope the Lord has increased our love for the Word through this study.  For Christ's sake, I pray, He'll do so tonight.  


The theme of this passage is Revival Through the Word.  David need personal revival; He sought it in the Word.  


His Need for Revival.  


David's spirit is flagging as a result of constant pressure put upon him.  He calls it, in v.153, "My affliction".  The word connotes a severe pain, something like a flogging or other punishment.  It's not his back being flayed, though, but his spirit.  


What's the cause of his pain?  Other men.  Of what sort?  Not honest men, open to reason, but evil men who are bent on his destruction.  They're called:


1.
"Wicked".  The word mean criminal; it parallels almost every Hebrew word for sin.  The "wicked" are a combination of everything hateful and malicious.  


2.
"Enemies".  Wicked men are bad enough, but they're doubly hurtful when they have it in for you.  And that's what David was facing--hoodlums who targeted him for abuse.  


3.
"Persecutors".  They didn't just hate him, but they hounded him and hunted him down.  They wouldn't rest till they had ruined them.  What were their weapons?  If they had been swords and spears, David could have fended them off easily.  But they weren't.  They were fighting with the deadliest weapon of that day--or any other: the tongue!  They were slandering him and gossiping against him.  



a.
He described them elsewhere.  They "Sharpen their tongue like a sword, and bend their bows to shoot their arrows-bitter words" (Psalm 64:3).


4.
"Treacherous".  The KJV has "transgressors".  The word means underhanded.  They weren't man enough to say these things to David's face, but stabbed him in the back.  Rumors, once let out, are hard to recall.  The king's reputation had been badly tarnished before he ever spoke a word in his own defense. 


David's problems were real, many, and had a negative effect on his spiritual life.  They brought him low.  And put him in need of revival.      


He was not the last person to need one.  All believers need fresh life from God.  Especially in times of trouble, when we're prone to become absorbed with our problems and forget the "things above".  


Maybe you're in need of revival!  Your problems may be like David's--an enemy at work, a persecutor in the home, a false friend at church.  They have got you down.  Or, maybe your "afflictions" are of different sort--a lack of money, bad health, worries about the future, and so on.  


When you feel this way, it's good to know others have too.  The saints of old were not supermen!  They had the same pains that we do; and they hurt every bit as much then as they do now.  People in the Bible needed reviving; so do we.  Where they got it, we can too. 


His Revival.

David prayed earnestly for revival: "Consider my affliction and deliver me...Plead my cause and redeem me...Revive me, O LORD..."  


God is the only source of life.  "In Him is life".  If we need it (and we do), we must seek it from Him.  We seek it by prayer, sincere, fervent, and prolonged prayer.  If we lack life, let's plead for it.  Let's "give Him no rest" as Isaiah counsels.  We won't be disappointed.  He will give life to every believer who wants it.  Do you want it?  Or are you satisfied with the motions of life?  


In order to "exalt His Word", God gives life through the Word.  This is where David is looking for it: "Revive me according to Your Word".  


Where should we look for it in the Word?  Everywhere!  David looks for it in God's "law"; His "statutes"; the "judgments"; the Divine "testimonies"; and His "Word".  


An insert is placed in the front of Gideon Bibles, identifying verses of comfort, peace, and so on.  There is nothing wrong with this!  But we mustn't confine ourselves to a short list of proof texts.  For the whole Word is able to revive our souls.  God often proves His goodness by using obscure verses in out-of-the-way places, to quicken us.  


I was once greatly encouraged by I Kings 6:21: "So Solomon overlaid the inside of the Temple with pure gold..."  I was struck by what, in Christ, our feeble lives are to God--"pure gold".  Very precious and pleasing to Him.  


Why does he look to the Word for his help?  Because of what the Word is--true, righteous, and enduring forever.   Its promises--which are "exceedingly great and precious" cannot be reversed, for they're true, and as righteous as God Himself.  Nor will they expire in time, for they're as timeless as their Divine Author!  


He expects to get what he needs.  Why?  Because of something in God.  What's that?  "Great are Your tender mercies, O LORD...Revive me according to Your lovingkindness".  We appeal to God--not because He owes us anything--but because He is supremely good!


Reformed Christians are often more concerned to narrow the circle of Divine love than to rejoice in its bottomless depth.  Leave the abstract matters to God and rejoice that "your name is written in heaven".  


If He garbs the lilies more splendidly than Solomon in all his glory, He will also take care of us.  He will give us everything we need.  And more.  He will give us "all things which pertain to life and godliness".  He will give us everything Jesus Christ purchased for us at the cost of His own blood.  One of those things is "revival".   

