Psalm 119:129-136PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of Psalm 119 #17: Pe


Tonight, we return to our study of Psalm 119, with the hope--like Job--of "Esteeming the words of His mouth more than our necessary food".  Some things can be excessively praised.  But not the Word.  Never the Word.  Our sin is not loving it enough.  May God kindle a fire in our souls.  For Christ's sake.  Amen.  


This seventeenth stanza can--I think--be divided into three parts.  There is, first, "What David thinks of God's Word"; secondly, we have, "What he wants from that Word"; and, finally, "The context in which he wrote".  Let's now look at each, with the prayer that God will "Open our eyes, that we may behold wondrous things out of His Law".  


What David thinks of God's Word, vv.129-131.  


By now, we ought to know.  He has spent 128 verses paying tribute to it.  But he's not satisfied.  He keeps on singing its praises.  


"Your testimonies are wonderful; therefore my soul keeps them".  The word "wonderful" means just that: "Full of wonders".  It's amazing how much that Word can do.  Paul says it can "Teach, reprove, correct, and train in righteousness".  It can "comfort the feeble-minded" and "Warn the unruly".  It can open souls and harden hearts.  It can give off the fragrance of life and the stench of death.  It can welcome one into the Divine Presence or banish him from God forever.  


Its "wonder-working power" is more than potential.  It has done all these things.  And more.  Long ago, it worked wonders; it still does.  We ourselves are living proof.  We were, after all, "Born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which lives and abides forever".  


Because God's Word is "wonderful", David wants to obey it.  Not just outwardly, mind you, but from the "soul".  Like Paul, he "delights in the Law of God in the inner man".  Elsewhere, he has it, "In the hidden parts [God] has made me to know wisdom".  


David also finds that Word illuminating.  "The entrance of Your Word gives light; it gives understanding to the simple".  To live without the Word is to go through life in darkness--missing its every joy and blundering into all its dangers.  


That Word throws light on our predicament: Sin and guilt.  It also points the way out through faith in a Crucified and Risen Lord.    


One needn't be brilliant or learned to have this light.  It gives "understanding to the simple".   The Word is not exclusive and selective.  It is for everyone who wants it. 


[This, by the way, is why pastors shouldn't be constantly referring to the Greek or correcting the English Bibles.  In doing so, they give the impression that the Word is only for the learned.  It is not!  The Word belongs to the Church--no less to its illiterate members than to its most scholarly professors].  


David himself was a simple man.  He said so: "I do not exercise myself in great matters, or in things too high for me" (Psalm 131:1).  And so he's grateful to God that His Word is not "Too far off...not in heaven...not beyond the sea, but very near you..." (Deuteronomy 30:14).  


If we don't profit from the Word, it is not the Word's fault!  It is ours.  "Gird up the loins of our minds".  "Receive the engrafted Word".  "Speak, LORD, for Thy servants hears".  


David also thinks the Word is refreshing.  "I opened my mouth and panted for I longed for Your commandments".  The Word is like water to the thirsty or food to the hungry or rest to the weary.  He "pants" for it.  And isn't satisfied till he has it.  


Holidays are refreshing; walks on the beach; quiet nights; good company.  All are blessings Divine.  But none is as refreshing as the Word.  "If any man thirsts...let him come [to the Word] and drink".  


And so this, in short, is what David thinks of the Word.  It is full of wonders, light, and refreshment.  Tertullian (b.160) wrote: "I adore the fullness of Scripture".  So should we.  


What David wants from the Word, vv.132-135.  


Note: God is the source of every blessing.  He can distribute them any way He pleases.  But, most of the time, He brings grace through His Word.  He does so--it seems to me--because He wants us to be in that Word as much as possible and to love it with all our hearts.  Hence, what David gets is from God, but he gets it through the Word.  


First, he wants mercies from the Word, "Look upon me and be merciful to me, as Your custom is to those who love Your name".  He had meditated much on God's Word and found something in it he liked: God is supremely generous.  He doesn't "Deal with us after our sins or reward us according to our iniquities".  The "mercies" God once gave Noah or Moses or Joshua or Samson hadn't run dry.  David wanted some for himself!  


So should we.  When you think things are hopeless, that there's no way out of your problem--and they can't be borne with grace--read the Bible.  You'll find people as bad off as you are.  Yet the LORD was with them.  Some of them He rescued with mighty power; others He let suffer but gave them grace to endure.  In no case, though, did He forsake anyone who sought Him sincerely.  His "mercies are new every morning".  They come to us--most of the time--through the Bible.  Hence, Paul speaks of its "patience, comfort, and hope".  


Second, he wants direction from the Word, "Direct my steps to Your Word".  "He who trusts in his own heart is a fool" Solomon wrote.  Thus, most people are fools.  They have been mislead--a million times mislead--by their own hearts.  Yet they continue to "lean on their own understanding".  And go further and further into darkness and death.


But this isn't necessary.  There is a Map in the Word; it won't mislead you.  It will guide you in this life and the life to come.  But this Map--like any other--is of no use when folded up and put away.  It was meant to be read and followed.  When we do, we won't be sorry.  No one ever said, "If only I hadn't followed God's Word so closely!"


Third, he wants freedom from the Word, "Let no iniquity have dominion over me.  Redeem me from the oppression of man, that I may keep Your precepts".  He fears the dominating power of sin; and prays against it.  But not only prays, but studies the Scripture to find those "ways of escape".  He also frets about the malice of bad men.  Yet they too can be understood and overcome through the Word.  


Fourth, he wants fellowship with God from the Word, "Make Your face shine upon Your servant, and teach me Your statues".  What does it mean for "God's face to shine upon us"?  At the least, it implies His watchfulness and favor.  But I think it means more than that.  It means His Special Presence.  It caused the face of Moses to shine atop Sinai, you recall.  Later, it would make Stephen's face as bright as an angel's.  In each case, it was fellowship with God--face to face communion they had.  That's what David wants too.  


There are many good reasons to read the Bible.  We can learn so much from it; we can be humbled by it; we can admire Christ more than we do; and so on.  But the ultimate reason to be in the Word is this: God is there.  And its careful reading will bring brings us into fellowship with Him.  


This is a good thing, you know.  The best thing.  "In Your presence is the fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forever more".


The context in which this Psalm was written, v.136.  This is a triumphant passage, isn't it?  It is full of worship and praise.  Yet it was not composed on one of David's happiest days.  Quite the opposite, he was deeply stirred by the wickedness all around him.  "Rivers of water run down from my eyes, because men do not keep Your law".  


Their general disobedience had taken a particular form: persecution.  Men were abusing David, abusing him badly.  He was being slandered and threatened and cruelly mistreated.  But, above the confusion of tongues, he rejoiced in that Word which has and must "overcome the world".  


In times of crisis, we're prone to forget the Word.  That's when we need it most.  If Job loses his family, he "worships"; if Paul's life is turned to "dung", he "rejoices".  Why?  Because whatever they had lost--whatever they were losing--they still had the one thing needful.  They had the Word.  And with the Word, they had everything they could ask for and more.  They had "all things which pertain to life and godliness".


Let us, therefore, honor that Word more than we have in the past.  And its Author and Object, Jesus Christ.  God help us to do so.  For Christ's sake.  Amen.   

