TEXT: Psalm 119:121-128PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of Psalm 119 #16: Ayin


Tonight we continue our study of Psalm 119 and pay further tribute to God's Word.  It is possible to overvalue some things; but not the Word.  We cannot think too highly of it.  We cannot praise it too lavishly.  May God give us the hearts and the voices to do both.  For Christ's sake.  Amen.  


This stanza is not easy to organize.  It's best to begin with "the big idea".  What is it?  Something like this: Doing God's business will bring God's blessing.


What David thinks of himself, vv.122,124,125.  Three times he calls himself "Thy servant".  The word is "slave" and brings to mind the most menial labor.  David, of course, was a king.  And more: He was an Emperor.  He was used to giving orders--not taking them.  Receiving tribute--not paying it.  These Imperial privileges might have gone to his head.  But they didn't.  He doesn't think of himself as a great person, but as the humblest man in God's service.  What's more: He's happy about it.  What another Psalmist said of himself, applies no less to David: "I had rather be a doorkeeper in the House of my God than to dwell in the tents of wickedness".


David thought of himself as God's servant.  Do you?  Do you begin each day wondering what He would have you to do?   When His will crosses your own, do you submit yours to His--without complaint?  Do you go to bed at night thanking Him for the privilege of having served Him that day?   


David did; so did Paul; as did Moses, Daniel, and countless others.  But most of all, this is how our Lord Jesus thought of Himself.  He didn't cling to the Divine prerogatives, but "made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Himself the form of a servant".  


If believers are "bought with a price", we are servants of God.  And that's nothing to be ashamed of.  Let others blush for serving masters as unworthy as themselves.  


What David is doing.  


David is God's servant--and not in word only.  He is serving God; doing the business of heaven.  He gives an example in v.121: "I have done justice and righteousness..."  As the King of Israel, it was his job to administer justice.  He must vindicate the innocent and punish the wicked.  This wasn't always easy, for the wicked were often rich and powerful men.  But, instead of succumbing to their influence, he "ruled justly, in the fear of God".  This was God's work.  Yet He didn't do it alone; he used men.  David thought himself blessed to have a part in that work.  And rightly so.  He was blessed.  


So are we.  Whatever God has called you to do--be it pastor a church, repair a car, or change a baby--it is His work you are doing.  Colossians 3:23-24 could not be clearer: "And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that of the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance, for you serve the Lord Christ".  


If this is true, then it follows: We don't have to hunt down opportunities to serve God.  For we can serve Him in "whatever [we] do".  The Medieval Church secularized life for most people--only the priests, monks, nuns, and so on were following Divine vocations it said.  But Martin Luther knew better.  By asserting the priesthood of all believers, he made every Christian's life into a sacred calling.  The farmer no less than the preacher; the housewife as much as the theologian.  


Do you think of your life--your whole life--as the service of God?  If you did, I think you'd serve Him better.  I pray you will.  For Christ's sake.  


How David serves God.


David is God's servant.  But what kind of service does he provide?  Is it slack and reluctant?  Outward and legalistic?   No it isn't.  It's described in vv.124,127,128,  


It is not perfect.  "Deal with Your servant according to Your mercy and teach me Your statues".  If he needs to be taught, it follows that he doesn't know God's will perfectly and has, therefore, left some things undone.  If he needs "mercy", it would seem he has fouled up some things too--willfully perhaps.  


Our God is very generous.  He accepts less than perfect service.  Some say otherwise; but if what they say is true, then He has never been pleased by what you or I or anyone else has ever done for Him.  Yet the Bible says otherwise.  See, for example, Philippians 4:18, I Peter 2:5, Hebrews 13:21, Colossians 3:20, Hebrews 11:5, and many other verses.  


It is sincere.  "Therefore, I love Your commandments, more than gold, yes, than fine gold!"   One can be sincere without being sinless.  David truly loved the Word and sought to follow it, wherever it led him.  


It is universal.  "Therefore, all Your precepts, concerning all things, I consider to be right".  Because he truly loved God, he sought to obey the whole of His Word--not just the parts he found easy or agreeable. 


Because David made God's work his own, he could expect success in it.  


He prayed against people who opposed him--"Do not leave me to my oppressors".  We all know it's right to pray for our enemies.  Is it ever right to pray against them?  It is.  "Elijah made intercession to God against Israel" Romans 11:2 has it.  Psalm 68:1 is: "Let God arise, let His enemies be scattered..."  Even Paul prayed, "The Lord reward him according to his works".  


These are called "imprecatory prayers".  But don't ever confuse them with revenge.  The curses don't spring from personal animosity, but from a zeal for God.  When one is doing God's work he can safely pray that God will "Fight against those who fight against me"--Psalm 35:1.  The LORD will answer these prayers...but only when we're engaged in His work.  


He prayed for God to bail him out of trouble.  "Be surety for Your servant for good".  A surety was co-signer.  If a man couldn't meet his obligations, his surety would do it for him.  David was so bold as to ask God to do for him what he could not do for himself.  But this is only possible if David knows he is doing God's will.  


He looked patiently for God's help, knowing it would come.  "My eyes failed from seeking Your salvation..."  Though his "eyes failed", His God did not.  In time, "the desire of the righteous [was] granted".  


Do you want God's blessing?  Do you seek His protection?  Do you crave His help?  Do you desire His presence?  There is only one way to have them: by doing His work.  For we know God will bless it.  And if we're in on it, He will bless us too.  


This is practical.  It will help us in our Bible reading, for example.  Do you want to understand God's Word?  Here's how to get it--for sure.  Become willing to do it.  If you're willing to do His will, He'll make it known to you.  The same is true with prayer.   Do you want your prayers answered?  If so, pray for those things "according to His will"--and you'll "have the petitions that you desire of Him".  Do you want to know your calling in life?  If so, be willing to become anything God wants you to be--including things not much to your liking.  


God never commanded us to do anything for which He would not provide us everything we need to do it.  And often much more.  Let us, therefore, "put first the kingdom of God and His righteousness...and all these things will be added to us".  

