TEXT: Psalm 119:113-120PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of Psalm 119 #15: Samek


After the spending the summer on other things, it's good to return to our study of Psalm 119.  It is--you recall--a tribute to God's Word.   David loved that Word; He wants us to love it too.  He had but little of it compared to what we have.  Thus, we're obliged to love the Word much more than he did.  Do we?  God give us the hearts to do so.  For Christ's sake.  Amen.  


Before getting into the details of this stanza, let's be clear on its big idea.  What is the Psalmist saying?  Something like this: Love for God's Word is incompatible with evil companionship.  


It is an Old Testament version of I Corinthians 15:33: "Do not be deceived, evil company corrupts good habits".  We all know this is true.  It is the plain teaching of the Bible; it is confirmed by everyday experience.  People who argue otherwise know better.  "He who walks with the wise will be wise but a companion of fools shall be destroyed".  


What David thinks of evil men and why, v.113.  "I hate the double-minded...".  There is a question about the object of David's hate.  Is it "Vain thoughts" as the KJV has it, or "Vain people"?  The word is found nowhere else in the Bible.  The context, however, makes the choice easy.  In vv.115,118,119, it is vain people he has in mind.  Thus, I assume he refers to them here also.  


The "double-minded" are evil men.  Calvin calls them "crooked".  I think they're hypocrites.  


David "hates" them.  His is not a malicious feeling, but a moral judgment.  Hating people in the former sense is wrong; in the latter, it is necessary.  Our Lord "separated the precious from the vile".  We should too.  


Why did he feel this way?  He tells us: "But I love Your law".    What you get from bad people is--for the most part--bad conversation.  And that unfits the mind for sacred thoughts.  This is true of heresy, of lewdness, of gossip, and other evil talk.  Some of it can't be avoided, but all of it is to be abhorred.  Loyalty to God and His Word demands it!  


At the time, nearly all corrupt communication occurred face-to-face.  Now, of course, it can take place via books, television, radio, the internet, and so on.  If these things take  your mind off the Word--be sensitive--and control them or get rid of them altogether.  The soul you save may be your own. 


Where he goes to escape their influence, v.114.  David is not a hermit, but a king.  He was surrounded by evil men and clever ones too.  Joab is a prime example; so is Ahithophel.  It's not getting away from such men.  Physically, is isn't possible.  But he could escape them in spirit.  How?  By going to God!  And turning to His Word.  How often his mind drifted away from their counsels to enjoy the fellowship of His Redeemer.  This secret communion became his "hiding place" and "shield".  He placed his "hope" squarely in that "Word".  


This is what we should do.  When your co-workers are telling smutty jokes, for example, or gossiping about the boss, you can always opt out of the conversation by turning to prayer and holy meditation.  When you do this, what they "Mean for evil, [God] will mean for good".  


When possible, step away from evil conversations.  When you can't do that, turn from them mentally and "exercise yourself unto godliness".  


What he wants the ungodly to do, v.115.  "Depart from me, you evildoers, for I will keep the commandments of my God".  He wants no part of their conversation, for he understands that listening in will keep him from obeying the Lord.  He won't have it!


Let's be honest: Sometimes we listen to evil speech because--deep down--we rather like it.  The off-color joke may be funny; the gossip may be interesting; and so on.  When we needlessly take in these things, we tempt God.  As much as possible, we ought to avoid evil speakers.  


This is a little different than "hating" them, isn't it?  I know believers who claim to "hate" all this vile conversation.  Yet they immerse themselves in it in order to--I suppose--"understand" it; refute it; or stir up their righteous indignation.  They're up-to-date on every scandal.  Yet, the Bible nowhere commands us to "understand" sin.  No, quite the opposite!  It says, "In malice be children!"  That is, be naive. 


We should be good to everyone, of course; haughty to none.  But this doesn't mean we want everyone's close fellowship.  We do not!  We cannot!  "Depart from me" must be our reaction to the world.  


We have his prayer for preservation in vv.116-117.  David respects the power of peer pressure.  He knows he's not above succumbing to it.  So he prays--prays earnestly--for Divine help.  He wants to be "upheld" by the Word.  Only with God's help will he "be safe".  


Do we realize the danger we're in?  The world never rests.  A man who overcomes a thousand temptations in a day may fall to #1001.  A single word may excite lust; it may stir resentment; it may create pride.  How dearly we need Divine help!  And how rarely do we pray for it!  Maybe "We have not because we ask not".  Our Lord taught us to pray: "Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil".  If we don't, we'll be powerless before them.  


Why he so loathes the wicked is explained in vv.118-120.  


He loathes them because God does.  The LORD "rejects all those who stray from [His] statutes"; they are "put away like dross"--scum we might say.  As "imitators of God", we're to be good to "the evil and the unjust", but we mustn't approve of them or crave their fellowship.  


He loathes them because He fears God and His judgments.  

To befriend the world is to antagonize God.  To seek its approval is to bring down His judgment.  The Godfearing man, therefore, cannot consort with the wicked.  To him, it's not a personal preference, but a moral duty.  God's fear makes him "abhor that which is evil and cling to that which is good".  


Close.

These words lead to an obvious question, a question that may be upsetting to think about, but demands an answer.  It is: Who are your best friends and why?  Are they "the double-minded"?  Or those who "Love God's law"?  And if--honestly--they are "the double-minded", you must ask yourself, "Why do I prefer their company?"  Is it because you feel at home with them?  If so, beware, for God "rejects" them.  


It is clear from this passage--and the rest of the Bible--we ought to make friends with God's people.  And keep our fellowship in the circle of God's Word.  It is good for them; it is good for us.  


May God give us this discerning love.  For Christ's sake.  Amen.   

