TEXT: Psalm 119:97-104PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of Psalm 119 #13: Mem


Tonight brings us to the thirteenth stanza of this stirring tribute to God's Word.  The Hebrew letter is mem, with which every word of the passage begins.  The outline is very simple.  In v.97, we learn how the Psalmist feels about God's Word and what he does with it.  In the verses that follow, he explains why he feels this way and why he spends so much time in the Word.  May God bless it to our souls, for Christ's sake.  Amen.  


How does the Psalmist feel about God's Word?  What does he do with it?  He doesn't leave us in the dark.  "Oh, how I love Your law!  It is my meditation all the day".  


How does he feel?  The first word tells us--"Oh!"  Ancient Hebrew had no punctuation; "Oh" served as an exclamation point.  It conveys his enthusiasm for the Word; his deep and abiding passion.  


"Love" is one of those words everyone uses, but no one can quite define.  I think of it as "completing" in its effect.  God's Word "completes" the Psalmist.  It brings him true joy and lasting satisfaction.  


The object of his love is, of course, "God's law".  "Law", I think, is used more broadly than the rules and regulations of the Bible.  It includes the Divine promises, warnings, examples, and so on.  But, whatever else it meant, it surely includes those rules and regulations.  They too, Paul reminds us, are "good, if used lawfully".  "Every Scripture is profitable"--Law as well as Gospel.  


This is how David feels about God's Word.  He loves it with that


"Love which is stronger than death".


How do you feel about God's Word?  It is easy to talk about it in glowing terms, but do you love it?  Do you thirst for it?  Do esteem it more than your necessary food?  Do you rejoice in it as one who finds great treasure?  If the Psalmist felt this way about part of the Bible--the part that is comparatively obscure--how much more should we love the whole Bible--especially the clear Gospel revealed in the New Testament?  


What did he do with this Word he so dearly loved?  What would you expect?  He meditated on it day and night.  He thought about it; reflected on it.  Not just now-and-then.  But "day and night".  This doesn't mean no other thought ever crossed his mind, of course.  But it means he reflected on it periodically every waking hour.  


He must have begun his day with Scripture.  He must have gone to bed with it.  He must have discussed it at the dinner table.  It came up as he walked to the market.  It popped into his mind at work.  It was never far from his mind.  


This, of course, was easy for him.  For--being in the Bible--he had nothing but leisure for meditating on God's Word.  Or did he?  Evidently not.  He spent half his time fending off "enemies" v.99 has it.  He worked; he had a family; he got sick; he grew tired.  But he never quit thinking about


"That Word above all earthly powers".


Meditation is a lost art.  There is a reason for it.  A bad reason.  We spend too much time in front of the tv, listening to the radio, following sports, going to movies, reading the paper, and so on.  Each of these things shorten our attention span.  Think about movies: the world comes into grave danger and is miraculously saved in two hours!  On television, the trick is turned in 30 minutes.  These things are not wrong in themselves.  But when they begin to shape our minds, they become wrong.  Why?  Because God's Word can't be mastered in 90 minutes.  Biblical soundbites don't communicate the truth of God!  Do your ears ring at night?  How much of that noise is self-inflicted?  


Why does he feel this way about the Word?  Why does he spend so much time thinking about it?  vv.98-104 tell us.

The Word gives wisdom.  "Your commandments make me wiser than my enemies...I have more understanding than all my teachers...I understand more than the ancients".  Is our man an exceptionally gifted person?  Is he one of those "brains" we all knew in school?  And resented?  No.  He is wise--no doubt about that.  But his wisdom isn't native to him; it came from God's Word.  


Would you be wise?  We all say "yes"--"Wisdom is the principal thing".  But what are you doing about it?  Are you becoming wise in front of the tube?  Reading trashy novels?  Gossiping on the phone?  Listening to rap music?  Come on!  You know better than that!  Entertainment has its place.  But it mustn't be the chief place.  "You have magnified Your Word above all Your name".  Wisdom is found in the Word.  If you want it, you know where to go.  


But be careful: It takes more than study to become wise.  "I understand more than the ancients, because I keep Your precepts".  Obedience is a pre-condition to wisdom.  Until you are "willing to do God's will", you won't know it (cf. John 7:17).  Not in any meaningful sense.  


The Word points the way to pleasing God.  "I have restrained my feet from every evil way, that I may keep Your word.  I have not departed from Your judgments, for You have taught me".  


The Word kept him away from certain paths.  And kept him on other paths.  The former are evil ways of life, hurtful, and ruinous in the end.  The latter are God's ways, bringing much happiness now and all happiness in the world to come.  No one ever died regretting he didn't sin enough!  But many have died wishing they had chosen a better way of life.  


We can't revoke the past or see into the future.  But we can choose to follow God's Word now.  So why don't we?  Right now!  God is articulate!  His Word is able to make His will for your life crystal clear!  "This is the way, walk in it!"  If a voice thundered from heaven, would you obey?  This Word is that voice!  It can do your soul good.  But only if you listen to it.  God give us ears to hear!  


[Sidebar: There is a place for counseling in the Church.  But I suspect much of it is nothing more than looking for loopholes in God's Word, allowing people to sin without feeling guilty about it.  No counselor or pastor can give you God's detailed plan for your life, but everyone who reads the Bible can give you His immediate will: "This is the will of God, even your sanctification"].  


The Word gives him a refined spiritual taste, "How sweet are Your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!  Through Your precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate every false way".  


A man of vulgar tastes prefers French Fries to Chateaubriand.  He thinks Madonna is a greater artist than Mozart.  To him, Danielle Steele beats Dostoyevsky as an author. He needs an education.


What he needs aesthetically, we all need spiritually.  We need to admire the beauty of holiness and tremble before the truth.  Likewise, we need to recoil from sin and abhor error.  How do we spiritually refined people?  Through the Word.  As we prayerfully study it--under the blessing of God--we lose our vulgar tastes and obtain refined ones.  The Word "becomes sweeter than the honeycomb";  "evil ways" become odious.  


These are three reasons David loved the Word of God and meditated on it so often and deeply.  Others could be added, of course, but needn't be.  These will do.  Do you want wisdom?  Do you want holiness?  Do you want a savor for the things of God?  If so, go to the Word; stay in it; pray over it; discuss it with others.  And God will give you your heart's desire.  If you wait on God, you won't be disappointed.  He promises that.  "God cannot lie".  "Lord, I believe; help Thou my unbelief".  

