TEXT: Psalm 119:73-80PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of Psalm 119 #10: Yod


Psalm 119 is a tribute to God's Word.  Anyone who reads it knows that.  But did you notice the form it takes?  It is a prayer; these pious words are directed to God.  And they're recorded for our example.  Thus, they teach us how to pray.  The prayer of this stanza is most instructive.  For the request is one I don't always make; it's one I don't hear at the prayer meeting as often as I should.  


What is it?  The Psalmist is asking God to make him an encouragement to others.  He wants--v.74--"Those who fear [God] to be glad when they see [him]".  He hopes--v.79--they will "turn to [him]" for perennial help and cheer.  Please note: He's not
after popularity, but usefulness.  


This was his prayer; it ought to be ours.  We are commanded to encourage each other.  Hebrews 10:24.  We are gifted to help each other.  "The manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all" I Corinthians 12:11 has it.  Its alternative is unthinkable: As members of the body of Christ, we have an effect on each other--for good or ill.  If, in other words, you're not encouraging other believers, you're demoralizing them.  Barnabas was a name highly esteemed in the Early Church.  But did you know, his parents didn't name him that?  They named him Joses; Barnabas was a nickname that fit his character.  What does it mean?  "Son of Consolation".  We'd do well to "Mark such men...and to follow them".  


God did not make us to be happy; He made us to be useful.  "Your hand has made me and fashioned me; give me understanding that I may learn Your commandments", v.73.  This does not mean, however, that God doesn't care about our happiness; or that He wants us to be miserable.  Quite the opposite!  But, He wants us to find joy in serving others.  At the Footwashing, our Lord said: "If you know these things, happy are you if you do them" (John 13:17).  


The Psalmist hopes to encourage others even--or especially--when things are going badly for him, v.75.  "I know, O LORD, that Your judgments are right, and that in faithfulness You have afflicted me".  The man suffered much and without complaint.  What's more, he knew his problems were a chastisement--a product of God's justice and faithfulness.  Thus, instead of griping about them and "charging God foolishly", he would bear his problems with grace and even give thanks for them.


Can you encourage others when you're suffering much yourself?  You can.  Other men have.  Upon losing his immense wealth and his ten dear children, Job "Tore his robe, shaved his head, fell to the ground and worshiped, saying:


"Naked I came from my mother's womb,


And naked shall I return there.


The LORD gave, and the LORD 


has taken away;


Blessed be the Name of the LORD".


But Job was an exceptional man, wasn't he?  He was.  But lesser men have done the same.  Eli failed to rear his sons well; he and they must pay dearly for his neglect.  All will be struck down by God; the priesthood will be taken from the family and given to another.  Fearful blows!  How does Eli respond?  Like this:


"It is the LORD;


Let Him do what seems good".


In times of pain and loss, we're apt to forget others.  But we mustn't.  These are seasons for ministry.  Special opportunities to do them good.  But how?  Not by denying your problems, but by bearing up under them in faith, hope and charity.  In so doing, your life proves what your lips have so often said: God's "grace is sufficient". 


The Psalmist wants to be useful to everyone.  Including the enemies of God, vv.76-78.  He wants the Lord's "tender mercies" to "comfort him" so that "the proud may be ashamed".  How does one follow from the other?


Like this: Evil men are abusing the Psalmist because of his loyalty to God's Word.  They think it's rubbish, but he knows better.  He wants God to prove them wrong; to vindicate His Word.  Does it promise "tender mercies" to "comfort" God's people?  It does.  Then let them come for his "comfort" and for their "shame".  Can this "shame" be useful to "the proud"?  Yes it can.  It may well humble them and bring them to repentance.  


We ought to be useful to everyone.  Galatians 6:10.  Only the blessing of God can make us a blessing to others.  Are we praying for it?  Or have we become self-absorbed?  What have you done for others lately?  For your husband/wife?  For your parents/children?  For your church?  For your neighbors?  

For your co-workers?   For the sworn enemies of Christ?  You have "freely received"; it's now time to "freely give". 


If you're to be useful to others, there is one qualification you can't do without.  Sincerity.  The Psalmist prays for it in v.80: "Let my heart be blameless regarding Your statutes, that I may not be ashamed". 


A phony person is useful to no one.  If he lends money without love, his loan will be more of a curse than a blessing.  If he weeps at the bedside of a sick child, his tears are an abomination.  If he fixes your car with a bad attitude, it would be better to walk!  


"God loves a cheerful giver".  And only "cheerful givers" are useful to others.  But who can give cheerfully without the blessing of God?  No one!  For all of us are "hateful and hating others" apart from His grace.  Thus, we need grace to become useful to others.  And grace is found nowhere but in Jesus Christ.  But in Him there is found "plenteous grace".  He has enough grace to make you--even you, as selfish as you are--useful.  Useful to others; useful to Him; useful to yourself.  For in being useful to others, you don't lose anything, but gain it all.  "There is he who scatters and yet increases; and there is he who withholds more than is right, but it leads to poverty" (Proverbs 11:24).  


May God make us useful.  For Christ's sake.  Amen.  

