TEXT: Psalm 119:65-72PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of Psalm 119 #9: Teth


Psalm 119 is a tribute to God's Word.  Its author loves that Word; he wants us to join him in its celebration.  It is "Better to [him] than thousands in gold and silver".  He's not over-appraised its value.  I pray God will make it that precious to us too, for Christ's sake.  Amen.  


The theme of this stanza is one that appears quite often in the Bible, i.e., thanksgiving.  The Psalmist is deeply thankful to God for His very great goodness. 


The goodness of God praised, vv.65,68.  

He begins by acknowledging the Divine goodness: "You have dealt well with Your servant, O LORD, according to Your Word".  In the service of God, the Psalmist found a kind and gracious Master.  The LORD overlooked his mistakes, forgave his sins, and came alongside when he needed help.  Other masters didn't treat their servants so well--thus they were hated and cursed behind their backs.  But the LORD?  He is loved and praised to the high heavens!  In Him, the Proverb comes to pass:


"He who pampers his servant from childhood


will have him for a son in the end".


This kindness is not accidental, but overflows from the LORD's character: "You are good and do good".  His benevolence is everywhere.  Not even the dying sparrow escapes His notice--or His compassion.  Surely, if He feels for little birds, He "deals well with [His] servants".  Read the Bible and find one servant He mistreated.  For a time, Job thought he was the one.  But he later changed his mind, "repenting in dust and ashes".  Even he learned "The Lord is very pitiful and of tender mercy".  


Let us, therefore, never resent the service of God.  Let us never say--or even think--"His commandments are grievous".  Let us never act in such a way as to make others suppose His "yoke is hard" or His "burden is heavy".  He has--let no one deny it--"Dealt well with [His] servants according to His Word.  The goodness He promised He has delivered.  


"O that men would thank the LORD for all His goodness


And for His wonderful works to the children of men".


This is the general teaching of the stanza.  But it goes on to identify one special blessing for which we apt to not give thanks, vv.67,71: "Before I was afflicted, I went astray, but now I keep Your Word...It is good for me that I have been afflicted, that I may learn Your statues".  


The Psalmist was thankful for his "afflictions".  Which ones?  We can't say for sure.  But the one he keeps mentioning is the cruel mistreatment he is receiving at the hands of bad men.  V.69 is one example: "The proud have forged a lie against me..."  The word means "smear".  He was the object of a smear campaign.  What were they saying?  Who knows?  But whatever it was, it was hurting the man badly.  


Or was it?  Not really.  He says--in effect--"these filthy liars are doing me a favor!"  Not intentionally, of course.  But, in the Providence of God, their vicious lies are making him a better man.  How?  By humbling him and bringing him into closer fellowship with the Word.  To quote Joseph,


"You meant it for evil,


But God meant it for good".


Are "afflictions" truly "good for us"?  They are.  Both those we deserve and those we don't.  Let me explain:


1.
Some "afflictions" are the direct result of our sins.  For example, a man may lose his job because he is lazy.  This embarrasses him and puts his family in danger.  But if he learns from it, the temporary "affliction" will do him a lifetime of "good".  "The person who labors labors for himself, for his hungry mouth drives him on" (Proverbs 16:26).  The best example is Samson.  For years, he was slack and selfish about his gifts and responsibilities, but--blinded by the Philistines and reduced to the work of an ox--he finally used them for God and His people.


2.
Other "afflictions" are not the direct result of our sins.  But they too can do us good.  How?  Paul is an example.  He suffered as few men have.  But his pains--rather than ruining his life--made it what it was.  What did "afflictions" do for him?



a.
They rooted out self-righteousness.  "And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure" (II Corinthians 12:7).  



b.
They made him feel his dependence on God more keenly.  "Not that we are sufficient of ourselves, but our sufficiency is of God" (II Corinthians 3:5).



c.
They made him sympathetic.  "God... comforts us in all of our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any trouble..." (II Corinthians 1:4).



d.
They taught him how to help others.  "Now if we are afflicted, it is for your consolation..."  (II Corinthians 1:6).  



e.
They made him more heavenly minded.  "For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen.  For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal" (II Corinthians 4:17-18).  



f.
They produced a hope of glory.  "For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not madde with hands, eternal in the heavens...for we groan, not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up in life"  (II Corinthians 5:1,4).  



g.
They proved the sufficiency of Christ.  "My grace is sufficient for you" (II Corinthians 12:9).  



h.
They enhanced his ministry.  Apart from his special gifts, who would you take more seriously than Paul?  His message was deepened and authenticated by "the things he suffered".  


What suffering did for Paul, they also did for the Psalmist.  They got his attention--he "learned [God's] statues".  They quickened his obedience--"Now I keep Your Word".  They made the Word of God more precious to him--"The Law of Your mouth is better to me than thousands of shekels of gold and silver".  


What they did for the Psalmist, they'll also do for us.  Therefore--


1.
Don't court suffering.  It will come in God's good time and way.   We're to pray for health, peace, prosperity, and so on, insofar as they are God's will for us.  


2.
Don't use problems in the past to excuse sin in the present.  But rather, learn from them.  For example, if your parents treated you like dirt, treat your children like gold.  


3.
See your problems for what they are--"blessings in disguise".  At the moment, you can't see how blessed they are.  But you must believe the Word; you must wait on God to turn them to your good.  


4.
Don't fear future problems.  They too are in the Hand of God and designed to do you good.  


5.
Look forward to the day when the seeds of affliction bear the fruit of glory.  

