TEXT: Psalm 119:57-64PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of Psalm 119 #8: Heth


The theme of this stanza can be stated in one word: contentment.  The Psalmist is a satisfied man.  His peaceful state of mind, of course, is the result of having no problems.  Or is it?  I don't think so.  For the Psalmist--despite being in the Bible--is a real man, subject to the very same troubles that beset us.  Sickness, poverty, bereavement, and so on, is the common lot of humanity.  "Man is born for trouble as the sparks fly upward".  But more than the usual problems of life, the author is facing some rather unusual ones; he's being badly abused by evil and powerful men.  He refers to them often in the Psalm.  Read vv.61, 51, 42, 23, for example.  


The abuse hurts.  It makes his "soul cling to the dust" v.25 has it.  But it doesn't interrupt his peace of mind; it doesn't leave him bitter, frustrated, or discontented.  


Why not?  


He tells us in v.57: "You are my portion, O LORD..."  The word "portion" means inheritance.  The word looks back to the conqest of Canaan.  There were twelve tribes in Israel, eleven of which received a parcel of the land God promised to their Fathers.  But one didn't--the Levites.  Were they shortchanged?  Quite the opposite!  They were the most privileged tribe in Israel.  Why?  Joshua 13:33 explains:


"But to the tribe of Levi Moses had given no inheritance; the LORD God of Israel was their inheritance, as He had said to them".  


Each tribe had its own land, with its own special blessings.  In one there was timber, in another grazing land, in another sea ports, and so on.  But Levi received something which contained every blessing--God Himself!  The carnally-minded Levite would have preferred a farm.  But the Levite, renewed by grace, knew that in the LORD He had...


"An inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for [him]". 


Inheriting the LORD was not something unique to the Levites.  Long before, God came to Abraham--a man, it seemed, who had no legacy--with this Word: "Fear not, Abram, I am your shield and exceedingly great reward".      


The inheritance has not been squandered; it remains available to us--to everyone who believes.  Paul prayed that


"The eyes of [our] understanding being enlightened; that [we] may know what is the hope of His calling, [by which he means] what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints..." 


The Psalmist could say "You are my portion, O LORD".  Can you?  Faith in Christ makes God your inheritance.  Believe in Him; receive "all things which pertain to life and godliness".  


The connection should be clear: inheriting the LORD is the cure--the only cure--for discontentment.  Why?  Think about it.  Discontent is the result of what?  Not getting what you want!  But if you want the LORD--the LORD only--you have Him.  Therefore, you cannot be discontent because--after all--you have what you want.  


This is how Asaph cured his envy.  He begins Psalm 73 with a bitter complaint: "I was envious with the boastful when I saw the prosperity of the wicked".  He ends it with joy.  What happened?  He thought about two things: (1) what the wicked have; and (2) what he has.  "Whom have I in heaven but You?  And there is none upon earth that I desire besides You.  My flesh and my heart fail; but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever".  


The same advice is given to the Hebrew Christians in the First Century.  Hebrews 13:5:


"Let your conduct be without covetousness, and be content with such things as you have.  For He Himself has said, `I will never leave you nor forsake you'".  


If the LORD is not your portion, you have nothing.  If He is your portion, you lack nothing.  


"For the LORD God is a sun and a shield; the LORD will give grace and glory; no good thing will He withhold from those who walk uprightly". 


"In Him you are complete".


"You are my portion, O LORD" is the supreme blessing.  With it comes the supreme resposibility of living for Him.  Not to repay Him--that is inconceivable.  But to thank Him.  How is that done?  Vv.58ff. are helpful.  


If the LORD is your portion, you "keep His Word", v.57b.  "Obedience" is a bad word to some people.  But not to the brother who's "portion" is the "LORD".  Why not?  Because he recalls Whose Word it is--not the word of some cruel or unreasonable Tyrant--but the Word of that God who "Did not spare His own Son but delivered Him up for us all".   This guarantees the goodness of His Word.  It is not given to spoil our fun or to make us dull and bland and gray.  It is given to "rejoice the heart".  And to be "sweeter than the honeycomb".  


If the LORD is your portion, you "entreat His favor with your whole heart", v.58.  To "entreat" means to plead for it.  The pleading, though, is not the begging of a slave trying to escape a flogging, but the child's appeal to a generous Father.  And, If [we] being evil, know how to give good gifts to our children, how much more shall your Father in heaven give good things to those who ask of Him?"  "Ask" for His favor and you'll have it; "Seek" His mercy and you will find it; "Knock" for both and they'll be opened to you.  


If the LORD is your portion, you "think about [your] ways and turn your feet to [His] testimonies", v.59.  Believers in Christ examine themselves, find their faults (some of them at least), and seek to correct them by God's grace.   This is an ongoing duty, but it mustn't be carried on in a spirit of fear.  Fear paralyzes, frustrates, and often leads to surrender or even rebellion.  Self-examination must be done in a spirit of love.  "The love of Christ constrains us".  Rather than asking, "What will God do to me if I don't quit?"  we would be better served by asking, "How can I better please Him?"  


If the LORD is your portion, you "make haste and do not delay to keep [His] commandments", v.60.  There is an eagerness to do God's will.  Let me illustrate: Jacob loved Rachel and wanted to marry her.  But the dowry was high; he must work seven unpaid years to have her.  He did without complaint; the years "seemed by a few days to him".  Why?  Because he loved her so dearly.  Did he love Rachel more than we love Christ?  If not, let us work more eagerly for the Savior than Jacob ever did for his bride.    


If the LORD is your portion, you do "not forget His Law"--even in times of stress, v.61.  When others are doing you wrong, it is natural--and easy--to "return the favor" or--at least--to wish them ill.  But "His Law" teaches otherwise; it demands a universal love--not taking revenge and even "blessing those who curse you".  Is this possible?  It is.  The cross reminds us--"Father forgive them, for they know not what they do".  It is easy to "not forget His Law" during family devotions, but how about when "the cords of the wicked have bound [you]?"  God bring His Law to mind even then--for Christ's sake.  


If the LORD is your portion, you "rise at midnight to give thanks", v.62.  In other words, you're grateful in season and out of season.   Not just at church or in family worship or at times of private devotions, but always--even in the middle of the night.  


"I will bless the LORD at all times;


His praise shall continually be in my mouth".


If the LORD is your portion, you are "a companion of those who fear [Him] and of those who keep [His] precepts", v.63.  You prefer the fellowship of God's people to that of any others.  Church is no burden; hospitality doesn't "put you out".  Your desire is to have more fellowship, not less.  This is due to a common interest in Jesus Christ.  We desire each other--not because we're nicer than anyone else, not because we agree on every point of politics or culture or even theology, but because we have a common Savior.  It's worth thinking about: In the Book of Acts, "adding to the Lord" and "adding to the church" are all but interchangable.  


Lastly, if the LORD is your portion, you are mindful of His Providence and learn from it, v.64: "The earth, O LORD, is full of Your mercy; teach me your statues".  The "statues" here--it seems to me--are not those found in the Bible, but in life.  The humdrum of daily life shouts out the mercy of God for those who have the ears to hear it.  Strapping yourself into a speeding steel container and coming out alive--twice a day or more--ought to remind you "the earth is full of the goodness of the LORD".  Reading the newspaper--the famines, the floods, the fires, the murders--recall He "has not dealt with us after our sins nor rewarded us according to our iniquities".  "Day unto day utters speech" says the Psalm.  Do we listen?  If the LORD is our portion, we want to. 


Close.  


Is the LORD your portion?  At the moment, don't care if he's mine or anyone else's.  But is He yours?  If not, you can have Him--all of Him.  He offers Himself in His fullness to everyone who believes in Christ.  Who believes in Christ as the Son of God; who believes in Christ as the Suffering Servant; who believes in Christ as the Coming King.  "Believe in the LORD your God and you will be established; believe His prophets and you shall prosper".  


If the LORD is your portion, are you still dissatisifed?  This is deplorable--but also very common.  Think about what you have in Him.  Think hard; think long.  When you do,


"The things of the earth will grow strangely dim


In the light of His glory and grace".

