TEXT: Psalm 119:49-56PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of Psalm 119 #7: Zayin


Let's continue our study of Psalm 119 and seek from it a deeper love for God's Word.  


The subject, v.49.

The stanza begins with a prayer: "Remember the word to Your servant, upon which You have caused me to hope".  To "remember" means "to keep".  The "word" which he wants God to honor is a promise.  The promise has kindled hope in his heart.  Now, he prays for an increase in that hope.  In short, the Psalmist is praying for hope.  He needed it.  So do we. 


What is "hope"?  We often use it interchangably with optimism or wishful thinking.  This is not what our Inspired brother has in mind.  "Hope"--in the Bible--is an expectation; the hopeful man expects the future to be better than the present.  Is he justified?  It depends.  It depends on the object of his hope.  If he places it in the creature, his hope will surely fail.  If he puts in it Christ, it will be fully justified.  This is a "hope that "does not make ashamed".    


Why should God's people hope?  Because the LORD has promised to do us good.  His Word is trustworthy.  Thus, like the Psalmist, we're to repose our entire confidence in it.  William Plumer comments:


"God will never disappoint expectations authorized and encouraged by His own promises".  


Is Plumer right?  He is.  Isaiah 45:19 has it: "I have not spoken in secret, in a dark place in the earth; I did not say to the seed of Jacob, `Seek Me in vain'; I the LORD speak righteousness; I declare things that are right".  


This means the promises of God are not encrypted or hidden--but plain.  It means they're not given, only to be revoked later--but will be honored without a doubt.  In "Jesus Christ all the promises of God are "Yes" and "Amen".  


Therefore, the Psalmist is not praying for a more upbeat attitude, but for an increase in hope.  The disciples once prayed, "Lord, increase our faith".  We might add: "And our hope as well".  


Life cannot be lived without hope.  Its only source is God  who gives it to us when we ask.  Let us, therefore, "ask, seek, and knock".  


The benefits, vv.50-51.  


What does hope do for you?  Obviously, it makes you less morose and more pleasant to be around.  But the Psalmist is thinking of something else--something better than these.  


Hope--in the first place--allows us to suffer with grace.  "This is my comfort in my affliction, for Your word has given me life".  The man is "afflicted"--tormeneted is the word.  He might complain loudly or murmur under his breath; he might blaspheme God for doing him wrong or lash out at men; he might pray for vengeance or even a little relief.  But he does none of the above.  Why not?  Is he a stoic?  No he's not.  He's a man of hope.  He knows his "affliction" is temporary and that--under the blessing of God--it will "work together for [his] good".  


Hope--in the second place--allows us to obey God even in times of distress.  "The proud have me in great derision, yet I do not turn aside from Your law".   Evil men are bawling him out; he's not "returning the favor".  And more: he's "loving his enemies, blessing those who curse him, doing good to those who hate him, and praying for those who are spitefully using him".  How is this possible?  Because he has hope.  He knows their malice is doing him no harm and--who knows?--maybe his grace will do them some good.  Hope is the key to holiness.  "He who has this hope in him purifies himself even as [God] is pure".    


To sum it up: Nothing makes us more insufferable--to ourselves and others--than despair.  "Hope deferred makes the heart sick".  Therefore, we need hope!  We need it badly.  We need it now!   And we can have it.  "Let Israel hope in the LORD, for with the LORD there is mercy and with Him is plenteous redemption".  


How to increase your hope, vv.52-56.

Hope comes from God.  Sometimes immediately--without any secondary cause.  But not usually.  Most of the time, God gives hope through our efforts.  What must we do to obtain, keep, and increase our hope?  Three things:


We must meditate on the ways of God.  "I remember Your ways of old...Your statutes have been my song...I remember Your name in the night."  


When suffering, it is good to recall the mercies of God--not potential--but actual mercies.   Think of the suffering people He has delivered in the past.  Think of Joseph, sold into slavery by his brothers, becoming Prime Minister of Egypt.  Think of Israel, cruelly mistreated by the Egyptians, quitting that land possessed of all its riches.  Think of David escaping the hand of Saul and finally taking his throne.  These are not bedtime stories, but facts.  And this God is our God.  And He "changes not", but is "the same, yesterday, today, and forever".  


The history of God's people was written so that we might come to admire the mercies of God, find comfort in it, and learn to hope.  Robert E. Lee observed


"It is history that teaches us to hope".


We must remember what life is: a pilgrimage.  The believer is born for heaven.  Therefore, he's never quite at home here on earth.  When he tries to be, he reaps nothing but disappointment. But, when he remembers where he is--on the way home--the problems of this life lose their sting as he awaits "the life which is to come".  Sure to come for everyone in Christ. 


Finally, we must obey the Word of God.  "This has become mine--i.e., hope--"because I kept Your precepts".  The man who strays from God feels guilty; guilt produces dread--a fear of the future.  Millions live this way.  Some believers do.  But renewed by grace, the obedient man keeps a good conscience which creates hope.  


Sin causes despair.  And despair causes sin.  Further despair causes more sin.  And more sin causes further despair. The cycle must be broken!  How?  It is hard to improve on the Apostle's way: "Repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ". 


Close.

You need hope.  God will give it to you, for Christ's sake.  But, don't mock Him!  Don't ask Him for hope unless you want it His  way.  The hope of faith; the hope of contentment; the hope of obedience.  May God kindle this hope in your heart and mine.  For Christ's sake.  Amen.   

