TEXT: Psalm 119:17-24PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of Psalm 119 #3: Gimel


Tonight brings us to the third stanza of Psalm 119.  The Psalm is divided into twenty-two stanzas, corresponding to the letters of the Hebrew alphabet.  Each verse of this stanza begins with the letter "Gimel"--something like our "g".  The Psalmist, it seems, wrote it this way to help his readers memorize it.  Why would anyone care to do this?  Because of the excellence of its subject, of course!  Which is God's Word.  The Psalmist dearly loves the Word; he wants us to join him in its celebration.  Shall we?  God help us to do so, for Christ's sake.  Amen.  


This third stanza can be divided into two parts.  In vv.17-19, the Psalmist admits his dependence; in vv.20-24, he asserts his integrity.  The two are related.  The man most dependent on God is also the man of most integrity.  Integrity is not a result of self-discipline, but of fellowship with Christ.  Paul has it, "In Him you are complete".  


The Psalmist admits his dependence on God, vv.17-19.


Unless the LORD "deals bountifully with [His] servant", he cannot so much as "live".  Life here--I think--should be understood in the broadest sense--physical, mental, social, and spiritual.  All life depends on the blessing of God.  Paul has it "In Him with live, and move, and have our being".   


Deep down, we all know this, but the Psalmist is not ashamed to admit it, to confess it openly.  He's not paying "lip service" to the idea; it springs from the depths of his soul.  


The greatest and holiest of men have keenly felt their dependence on God.   Joseph is broungt before the king who lauds him for his great wisdom, but he refuses the praise for himself and gives it to another: "It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh an answer of peace".  Paul is a second example.  A man of immense learning, long experience, and heroic character, he confessed, "I am not worthy to be an Apostle...but by the grace of God I am what I am..."  Speaking of the Reformation which he sparked, Martin Luther said, "God is in this matter...we are not so much acting as being acted upon".    


You and I are dependent on God--for our next breath, for our next prayer, and for our next anything.  But do we admit it?  That's easy!  Do we feel it?  That's much harder!  This is one reason problems come into our lives--to make us feel our

 dependence on God!  And to make us know His sufficiency!  


Why does the Psalmist want God's blessing?  He's already told us: "That [he] may live".  But what does he mean by "live"?  He explains: "that I may...keep Your Word".   He doesn't think of "living" in terms of "doing his own thing" or "following his own bliss" or "recovering his inner child" or "finding serenity".  For all of these things are self-centered!    But he is God-centered.  To him, therefore, "life" means "keeping [God's] Word".  It means holiness.  


Is holiness what comes to mind when you think of "the good life"?  Maybe not.  But it would, if you loved the Word as the Psalmist did.  


This dependence on God is perhaps most acute in the reading of His Word.  It contains "Wondrous things"--chiefly our Lord Jesus.  But these things are not obtained by everyone who reads it.  Some look into it--in the words of Paul--"with a veil over their faces".  They're unable to see its glory.  They read as well as you and I; they've studied hermeneutics no less than we have; yet--somehow or other--they miss the Word's central figure, Jesus Christ.  And in missing Him, they've missed it all.  


How does one come to see this most "wondrous thing" in God's "Law"?  Only as God "opens [his] eyes"--only as He gives illumination.  This is His sovereign prerogative; He owes enlightenment to no one.  Therefore, we--like the Psalmist--ought to pray for it, pray earnestly for it.  We can do so in confidence.  For if we "being evil, know how to give good gifts to our children, how much more shall [our] heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him"?  Who--in the Greek--"Keep on asking Him"?  


This need for illumination is felt most keenly when we remember what we are: "Stranger[s] in the earth".  We are tourists in a foreign country!  Therefore, we need guidance.  Hence, we must pray "Do not hide Your commandments from me".  This is another way of praying for spiritual illumination.  To "not hide [His commandments]" means to show us the way to live.  


In summary: The Psalmist feels deeply dependent on God for life which he equates with holiness.  This holiness depends on God too, as He opens the eyes to understand and obey His Word. 


 The Psalmist asserts his integrity, vv.20-24.


The Psalmist is leaning heavily on the LORD.  He is not disappointed.  For God has "dealt bountifully with [him]; He has "opened [his] eyes"; He has "not hidden [His] commandments" from [him".  Consequently, he is a good man.  His integrity is described.  


It is an internal thing, v.20: "My soul breaks with longing for your judgments at all times".  There is a desire--a deep and lasting desire--for God's will to be known and to be done.  Exterior holiness is easy to put on.  But God says: "Son, give Me your heart".  One is not holy unless he is the same person alone as he is in church.  


It is a durable thing, holding up well under stress, vv.21-23: "You rebuke the proud--the cursed, who stray from You commandments.  Remove from me reproach and contempt, for I have kept your testimonies.  Princes also sit and speak against me, but your servant meditates on Your statutes".  


It's easy to be heroic if there's no enemy to be fought.  Likewise, it's easy to have integrity if there's no pressure to compromise it.  The Psalmist, however, was under pressure.  Proud and powerful men were arrayed against him--holding him in utter "contempt" they heaped "reproach" on him.   But he stood up to the pressure; it didn't make him from his obedience. 


No one likes pressure.  But it serves a useful function.  It puts our integrity to the test.  If we stand up to it, we know we have real integrity.  If we succumb to it, we know we don't.  And this, though painful, is also good for us.  It makes us feel our dependence on God more deeply.  


The key to integrity is given in v.24: "Your testimonies  also are my delight and my counselors".  It is kept by a happy and obedient meditation upon God's Word.  "My counselors" means "those who tell me what to do".  Who are the counselors?  Not friends or pastors (although they are often helpful), but God's "testimonies".  How does he keep them in mind?  By "delighting" in them.  "Where a man's treasure is, there will his heart be also" our Lord once said.  When your "treasure" is in God's Word, you will meditate on it.  When you meditate on it, you'll be directed by it.  When you're directed by it, you'll be a person of integrity.  When you're a person of integrity, you'll ascribe it to the blessings of God.   


Do you want God to "deal bountifully with you"?  To shower you with His blessings?  If you do, He will.  But remember, His "bounty" is not money and ease, reputation, and other vain things.  His bounty is a life directed by His Word under the pressure of ungodly men.   Now, do you want Him to "deal bountifully with you"?  The carnal mind shrinks in horror.  But we "have the mind of Christ", don't we?  If so, we'll choose these blessings over all others.  And blessed we will be.  Depending fully on God, we will find our dependence fully sustained.  Our trust will be justified.  Our hopes will be fulfilled.  


"Stayed upon JEHOVAH,


hearts are fully blest;


Finding as He promised perfect peace and rest".

