TEXT: Proverbs 4:10-19PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of Proverbs #8: Two Paths


Centuries before the Proverbs were written, Moses gave God's people a choice: "I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life that you and your descendants shall live".  The choices were clear-cut as were their consequences.  Obedience would result in life; rebellion must end in death.  The people of that day made the wrong choice; they and their children suffered for it.  Solomon tenders the same choice to his son.  Will he choose more wisely than his forbearers?  Solomon hopes so, but his hope was sorely disappointed.  Rehoboam chose folly over wisdom and lost a kingdom for it.  Now the choice is ours.  


God is speaking to us.  He describes two ways of life, one of which we must choose.  To not choose is a choice--a foolish and ruinous one.  He pleads with us to choose more wisely than His people did of old.  Will we?  May the Lord make it so.  


In vv.10-13, the way of wisdom is urged upon us: "Hear my son, and receive my sayings, and the years of your life will be many.  I have taught you in the way of wisdom; I have led you in the right paths.  When you walk your steps will not be hindered, and when you run you will not stumble.  Take firm hold of instruction, do not let her go; keep her, for she is your life".  


The address is bursting with affection and urgency: "Hear, my son".  Solomon is deeply concerned for his son; he wants him to get on the way of wisdom; he's horrified at the prospect he might do otherwise.   The teaching is not coolly detached from his feelings; the father is passionately involved in the choice his son must make.  God is even more concerned for the choices we make.  The High and Mighty God is not high and mighty toward His children.  He condescends to plead with us; his heart churns for us.  The Savior weeps over a doomed city.  Why?  "The Son does nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do".  Dare we spurn His tender appeals?


Where is wisdom to be found?  The key terms are: "sayings", (v.10); "taught and led", (v.11); and "instruction" (v.13).  Solomon's son, therefore, would find wisdom, not in an inner quest, but in listening to what his father says and observing what he does.  Wisdom is not within us, but without.  It is found in the Word and works of God.  If we're to become wise, therefore, we must "Take heed according to [His] word".  


Observation: Solomon's teaching and his leading were consistent with each other.  Many parents fail here; our words point one way and our actions point another. We're surprised when our children choose to follow our practices rather than our preachings.  We shouldn't be.


How is wisdom gotten?  Earlier passages tell us: With much effort.  It must be "sought as silver and searched for as hidden treasure".  It must be wooed and won like a beautiful woman.  But we mustn't be content with getting wisdom.  We must keep it too.  This demands a "firm hold of instruction", "not letting it go", "keeping (i.e., protecting and guarding) it".   


You're putting shingles on a two-story house with a steeply pitched roof.  Near the top, your foot slips and you begin rolling down the roof.  Just before losing it, however, your right hand catches the gutter; it holds; you're suspended twenty feet above the sidewalk by one hand.  Describe your grip.  Would it be loose, moderate, firm?  Of course not!  It would be a vice!  Why?  Because you're holding on for dear life.  


This is the meaning of v.13: "Take firm hold of instruction, do not let it go; keep her, for she is your life".  The weak hand won't hold the gutter.  The slack heart won't retain wisdom.   


Incentives are given: "The years of your life will be many, your steps will not be hindered, you will not stumble".  Wisdom has its rewards.  The wise life is not always easy; at times, it's quite hard.  But wisdom does prevent many self-inflicted wounds--which are the worst kind.  


In summary: Wisdom is a way of life.  It begins with heeding the Word of God.  It proceeds only with our diligence.  It prevents many wasteful digressions.  It gets us to where we ought to go.  


In vv.14-17, the other way is described: "Do not enter the path of the wicked, and do not walk in the way of evil.  Avoid it, do not travel on it, turn away from it and pass on.  For they do not sleep unless they have done evil; and their sleep is taken away unless they make someone fall.  For they eat the bread of wickedness, and drink the wine of violence".  


The path of folly is not just naive, but "wicked" and "evil".  The bad choices soon become bad habits.  The bad habits become powerful needs.  The men of this passage become so involved in sin that it becomes their food and drink.  And their narcotic, too.  They can't sleep without it.  Solomon is keenly aware of this: the criminals were once where his son is.  They chose badly.  Their bad choices became iron destinies.  It was much easier getting on to the path of sin than getting off of it. 


Therefore, his advice is simple: Don't get on it!  The language could not be clearer: "Do not enter...Avoid it...Turn away from it...Pass on".  The Proverbs apply this general teaching to specific cases.  To avoid immorality, don't put yourself in a compromising position, 5:8.  To avoid drunkenness, don't spend too much time pondering drink, 23:31.  

  The New Testament agrees.  Resisting temptation is to be our last resort, not our first.  We're commanded to "Flee fornication, flee idolatry, flee youthful lusts" and so on.  To trifle with sin is both wrong and presumptuous.  Lot "lifted up his eyes to the well-watered plains of Sodom" and, in time, finds himself "sitting in [its] gates".  David ogles a bathing beauty and ends up murdering her husband.  The Corinthians befriend heretics, and--before you know it--are "corrupted by their evil communications".  


God wants His children to respect sin, its deceitfulness, and its power.  Bad habits are harder to break than to make; evil friends are easier to get than to get rid of.  Sin is like a deep well with a muddy floor: it's easier to fall into than to climb out of.  Consequently, there's no time to waste.  If you're on the way of folly, get off it now!  It will be harder tomorrow than today.   


A summary brings the lesson to a close, vv.19-19: "But the path of the just is like the shining sun that shines brighter unto the perfect day.  The way of the wicked is like darkness; they do not know what makes them stumble".  


The imagery is vivid.  Two paths, both long and straight.  At the end of each, the sun is peeking over the horizon.  They look quite the same.  But there's a big difference: the paths are going in opposite direction.  The path of the just is heading east.  The sun is just starting to rise on its pilgrims.  The way of the wicked is pointed west.  The sun is about to set on its travelers.  The wise man is at the dawn of life.  It gets brighter until he enters that city which needs no sun, for the Lamb is the light thereof.  The fool is walking in the dusk of life.  His path will become more and more obscure till he falls into "the blackness of darkness forever".  


On what road are you travelling?  Make no mistake about it: you're on one or the other.  The two intersect in one place only--a place called Golgotha.  There, the One "in whom all the treasures of knowledge and wisdom are hidden" died to change us from hell-bound fools, to glory-bound people of wisdom.  You were born on the way of the wicked.  Have you gotten off?  Get off today, at the foot of the cross, and you'll find the path of the just.  May God so direct us, for Christ's sake.  Amen.  

