TEXT: Proverbs 2PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of Proverbs #4: Quest for Wisdom


Tonight brings us to the fourth sermon in our study of Proverbs.  The subject is wisdom.  In this chapter, Solomon tells us how it is gotten and why we ought to get it.  


He begins by telling us what we must do to obtain wisdom, vv.1-5: "My son, if you receive my words, and treasure my commands within you, so that you incline your ear to wisdom, and apply your heart to understanding; yes, if you cry out for discernment, and lift up your voice for understanding, if you seek her as silver, and search for her as for hidden treasure, then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God".  


Solomon begins with the affectionate term, "My son".  Here's a father pleading with his son to make wisdom his priority.  In listening in, however, we're not eavesdropping on a private conversation.  According to Hebrews 12:5, God is speaking to His children in the Proverbs.  If you're a child of God through faith in Christ, therefore, these words are for you.  God is appealing to you; He wants no fools in His family; He wants you to become wise.  


Where is wisdom found?  Many people look within themselves. The LORD directs us elsewhere.  He says wisdom is found in His "words" and His "commands".   These "words" and "commands" are found in sacred Scripture--not in human speculations, be they ever so ingenious.  


The method for obtaining wisdom is presented quite simply.  Five steps are involved.  


1.
You must want it: "My son, if you receive my words and treasure my commands..."  To receive is to welcome with open arms; to treasure is to love and esteem.  Most people say they want wisdom; very few mean it.  For folly is much easier to obtain and tends to make us more likable than wisdom.  No one stumbles into wisdom; it must craved.  


2.
You must listen to its claims: "You incline your ear to wisdom".  If a son is to learn from his father, he must do more than hear him; he must listen.   In the same way, if you're to learn from God, you must do more than read the Bible; You must pay attention to it!  Do you?  Here's a test: The next time you read a chapter in the Bible, ask yourself, "What did I just read?"  If you can't answer it in detail, read it again!   


3.
You must think about it: "Apply your heart to understanding".  What does the Scripture mean?  And How does it apply to me?  are two questions you must ponder day and night. 


4.
You must pray for it: "Cry out for discernment and lift up your voice for understanding".  The verbs are powerful; they describe intense and prolonged prayer.  They bring to mind Jacob wrestling with the LORD and not letting Him go till He had given him a blessing.  Do you beg God for understanding--plead with Him--not rest till He's given it?  If not, don't be surprised at your lack of wisdom.  "You have not because you ask not".  


5.
You must study: "Seek her as silver, search for her as for hidden treasure".  Buried treasure is hard to find and even harder to dig up.  But its value is so great that many have spent their lives seeking it.  And without any promise of finding it.  We have a promise: If we seek it, we will find it.  Therefore, we ought to put miners to shame in the pains we take in finding the richest of treasures.  


If you do these things--and only if you do--you will obtain the "fear of the LORD and the knowledge of God".  If, however, you're indifferent to wisdom, or too lazy to seek it, you'll not have it!   And you'll have no one to blame but yourself!   "You will die for lack of instruction, and in the greatness of your folly, you shall go astray".  


Make no mistake: You and I are responsible for becoming wise.  


Secondly, he tells us what God must do if we're to become wise, vv.6-9: "For the LORD gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and understanding; He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those who walk uprightly; He guards the paths of justice and guards the way of His saints.  Then you will understand righteousness and justice, equity and every good path".  


From our vantage point, wisdom is earned by hard work.  From God's perspective, it is given as a free gift.  What appears to be paradoxical is, in fact, perfectly congruent.  Here's why: God not only gives wisdom, but also the desire and tenacity to obtain it.  


The wisdom He gives will protect us and give direction to our lives.  It'll make us people of integrity.  


The value of wisdom is given in vv.10-20: "When wisdom enters your heart, and knowledge is pleasant to your soul, discretion will preserve you; understanding will keep you, to deliver you from the way of evil, from the man who speaks perverse things, from those who leave the paths of uprightness to walk in the ways of darkness; who rejoice in doing evil, and delight in the perversity of the wicked; whose ways are crooked, and who are devious in their paths; to deliver you from the immoral woman, from the seductress who flatters with her words, who forsakes the companion of her youth, and forgets the covenant of her God.  For her house leads down to death, and her paths to the dead; none who go to her return, nor do they regain the path of life--so that you may walk in the way of goodness, and keep to the paths of righteousness"


Wisdom will protect you from sinister men and from seductive women.  It will keep you from falling in with the wrong crowd and from getting AIDS, pregnant out of wedlock, and paternity suits.  These are not hypothetical dangers!  Solomon feared for his son; God in concerned for His children.  A lifetime of woe may be averted if you but seek wisdom now!  How does wisdom do this? In two ways:


It reveals the nature of sin before it becomes obvious.  Every sin looks bad in retrospect.  In prospect, however, it looks rather attractive.  Unless you're wise.  


It reveals the result of sin before it occurs.  Every sin offers a promise.  No sin can deliver on its word.  Sin is a swindle.  The fool is taken in by the con-artist; the wise man sees through his scheme.  


The choices we make now have long-term consequences.  The foolish man who sleeps with the immoral woman, assumes he'll be done with her in an hour or two.  But he's not.  His fling comes back to haunt him: it kills his body and damns his soul.  Actions are freely chosen; their consequences are not.


The chapter closes with a summary, vv.21-22: "For the upright will dwell in the land, and the blameless will remain in it; but the wicked will be cut off from the earth, and the unfaithful will be uprooted from it".  


Under the Old Covenant, the blessing of God was signified by the land of Canaan.  To possess the land was to enjoy His favor; exile was a curse.  The wicked man (who won't seek wisdom) will be expelled from the land--placed under the Divine curse.  The blameless (or wise) man will be blessed.  


Now, of course, God's favor and material possessions are de-linked.  The teaching, however, remains intact.  The seeker of wisdom will be blessed by God both now and eternally.  The fool will suffer His disfavor in this world and the next.  


We would do well, therefore, to make "wisdom the principal thing".  And to "get wisdom".  Above all of our other "getting".  God help us.  Amen.  

