TEXT: Proverbs 1:8-19PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of Proverbs #2: Peer Pressure


Peer pressure was a serious problem in ancient Israel.  Solomon was afraid his son would turn from the teaching he received at home to the advice of friends.  His fear was justified; Rehoboam did just that.  It cost him dearly.  Inheriting a peaceful Empire, he died with a tiny kingdom beset by enemies on every side.  He didn't benefit from his father's wisdom; we may.  I hope we'll get that "principal thing" with all of our getting.  May the Lord so bless.  Amen.  


This paragraph is addressed to a teenager or young adult.  Some of us are a bit older.  Can we learn from it, too?  Yes we can.  Here's how: All believers are children of God; if, therefore, Solomon's son should have listened to his father, how much more ought we to listen to ours?  

Here, as elsewhere, Solomon uses contrast to depict the ways of wisdom and folly.  


First wisdom, vv.8-9: "My son, hear the instruction of your father, and do not forsake the law of your mother; for they will be graceful ornaments on your head, and chains about your neck". 


Wise young people obey their parents.  They "hear the instruction of [their] father" or thoughtfully listen to him.  They "do not forsake the law of [their] mother", but recall what she has taught them, even when she's nowhere in sight.   


The rule is not absolute; at times, it is proper and necessary to disobey parents.  But the times are rare.  Parents should be given the benefit of the doubt.  Unless they contradict the clear teaching of Scripture, let them be cheerfully obeyed.  


The example of our Lord is noteworthy on this point.  Luke 2:51 says He "was subject to them".  He knew more than they; He was a better person.  Yet He submitted His perfect will to His imperfect parents.  Honoring parents at all times and obeying them whenever possible is the Divine rule.  


Obedience is not only right, but rewarding.  It's like "graceful ornaments on your head and chains about your neck".  It's something like jewelry.  What does fine jewelry do for you?  It enhances your appearance.  What does "hearing the instruction of your father and not forsaking your mother's law" do for you?  In beautifies your soul.  


Character, like jewelry, is a matter of taste.  Some people prefer gaudy costume jewelry to the understated elegance of fine jewelry.  The former have bad taste; the latter have good taste.  In the same way, "smarting off" to your parents and not doing what they say will be impressive to some people--stupid people!  Obeying them, however, will look good to those with better taste.  "The ornament of a meek and quiet spirit is, in the sight of God, very precious". 


Obeying your parents is the way of wisdom; there is also a way of folly, vv.10-19: "My son, if sinners entice you, do not consent.  If they say, `Come with us, let us lie in wait to shed blood; let us lurk secretly for the innocent without cause; let us swallow them alive like Sheol, and whole, like those who go down to the Pit; We shall find all kinds of precious possessions, We shall fill our houses with spoil; Cast in your lot among us, Let us all have one purse'--My son, do not walk in the way with them, keep your foot from their path; for their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed blood.  Surely in vain the net is spread in the sight of any bird; but they lie in wait for their own blood, they lurk secretly for their own lives.  So are the ways of everyone who is greedy for gain; it takes away the life of its owner".  


Foolish young people prefer the advice of their friends to that of their parents.  Not all friends are wicked, of course; but neither are all friends good.  Solomon has the bad ones in mind; he calls them "sinners".  


How are they known?  They "entice" their friends to disobey their parents and to do evil.  How do they do this?  They promise freedom, excitement, gain, and a sense of belonging.  


"Come with us" means get away from those overbearing parents whose only joy in life is robbing you of it.   


"Lying in wait" is much more exciting than doing your homework; "Lurking secretly" is a lot more fun than going to church.  


"Finding all kinds of precious possessions and filling houses with plunder" is much easier and more rewarding than the dull job and numbing career that await you.  


"Cast in your lot with us; Let us all have one purse" provides a sense of belonging.  Teenagers feel more at home with their friends than with the old fogeys.  They like the same music, the same movies; they have the same dreams, and so on.



The result of peer pressure is ruin.  The gangsters smell blood in the air; little do they know it's their own blood!  They hope to snuff out lives; they will; their own lives!  In short, young people who turn from their parents' wisdom to "do what everyone else is doing" will regret it in the end.  


Robbery and murder are two examples of what "everyone else is doing".  But they're not the only two; the Proverbs cover many more: premarital sex is one, heavy drinking is another; loving money is one, being lazy is another; a bad attitude is one; a lack of planning is another.  "The pursuit of holiness" will never be "what everyone else is doing".  Thus, you have to choose: Will you be "conformed to this world" or "conformed to the image of God's dear Son"?  There is no third choice.  I pray God will give you the grace to choose wisely.


When Solomon wrote of peer pressure, he had personal contacts in mind.  Through the advances of science, however, we can be pressured from other peers--people we've never met.  They come to us via the television, the movies, the radio, the CD, and the internet, among others.  We ought to choose our electronic and cyber-friends wisely too.  Young people are responsible to do so; parents should keep an eye on these "friends" too.


Short of building a mote around our homes, how do we resist peer pressure?  Solomon offers three pieces of advice.


"Do not consent" to peer pressure, says v.10.  You must learn to say "No".  By saying "No" you become stronger and the temptation becomes weaker.  By saying "Yes", you become weaker and the temptation becomes stronger.   Charles Bridges comments: "The tender conscience becomes less sensitive by every compliance.  Who can stop himself in the down-hill road?  One sin prepares for another, pleads for it, nay, even makes it necessary..."


"Keep your foot from their path" says v.15.  In other words, don't put yourself in harm's way.  If you know someone is bad for your soul, avoid him.  This doesn't mean to snub him or to wish him ill.  When possible, you should do him good.  But he mustn't become your friend; he mustn't be allowed to gain influence over you.  "Make no friendship with an angry man, and with a furious man do not go, lest you learn his ways and set a snare for your soul".  


"Surely in vain the net is spread in the sight of any bird" v.17 has it.  This means think of the consequences of yielding to peer pressure.  No matter how free it makes you feel for a time, there is a net waiting to catch you.  Often in this life; always in the life to come.  


And so, keep this in mind: Peer pressure is real, powerful, and ruinous.  It is not, however, irresistible.  By God's grace, it can be overcome.  For the good of your soul, it must be overcome.  So, taking the means He has given you, and praying for His power to use them, "Overcome evil with good".  


A word to parents: If the Lord would have our children "Hear the instructions of [their] father and forsake not the law of [their] mother", it follows we ought to teach them the Word of God--and not our own prejudices.  We ought to teach them as God teaches us--in a balanced, loving, firm, and patient way.  If our Lord doesn't "lift up His voice in the street", let's beware of screaming and other abuses to which we're so prone.  If He teaches us patiently--"line upon line, precept upon precept, here and little and there a little--let's be careful to do the same.  If there is progress in His revelation--and there is--let's show the same in our child rearing.  He begins with force and moves on to persuasion.  We often reverse the process: we try to persuade our little ones and lower the boom when they're nearly grown.  This is both wrong and futile.  Begin with the seat of their pants, but work toward reaching their souls.  "My son, give me your heart".  


To sum up: In choosing friends, keep Proverbs 13:20 in mind: "He who walks with the wise will be wise, but a companion of fools will be destroyed".  And, most of all: Remember in Whom "All the treasures of wisdom are found"--our Lord Jesus.  He's a "Friend who sticks closer than a brother"; He's the Friend you can't do without.  Choose you other friends with your Best Friend in mind.  Amen.  

