TEXT: Proverbs 9:1-18PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of Proverbs #16: Lady Wisdom and Dame Folly


Tonight brings us to the sixteenth sermon in our study of Proverbs.  It, like many that have come before, sets up a contrast between wisdom and folly.  The two are likened to ladies hosting dinner parties at the same time in different places.  You have an invitation from each.  Which one are you going to accept?  Are you going to the home of Lady Wisdom or of Dame Folly?  You can't go to both; you must choose.  


The first invitation comes from Lady Wisdom, vv.1-6.  We've met her before.  "Better than rubies, all things one may desire cannot be compared to her".  The king with a thousand wives never grew bored with her; never tired of singing her praises.  The lovely and charming Lady is an incomparable hostess. 


The dinner is served at her home, a place worthy of its mistress.  Its "seven pillars" imply a large and tastefully designed place.  The elegant table-settings will add much to the dining experience too.  


The menu: choice meats, gourmet breads, vintage wines, mixed drinks.  An efficient and courteous staff waiting to serve the guests.  


Such an elegant party--you'd think--would have a rather exclusive guest list.  Only the most fashionable would be welcome.  But this is mistaken: the party is Open to the public!  Everyone is welcome!  The "simple" are invited; those who "lack understanding"; even people who've longed pursued "foolishness". 


Lady Wisdom is such a kind and generous soul, she wants everyone at the party.  No one will be turned away.  Her gates are wide open.  And more: her "maidens" (or female servants) have been sent into town to invite everyone they meet.  If they come upon the mayor--he's invited; if they stumble over a drunk lying in the gutter--he's no less welcome.  The invitation is sincerely offered; Lady Wisdom is indiscriminate in her love.  Like God, she's "No respecter of persons".  


This is good news to average people and those who dream of one day achieving mediocrity.  It means: Divine wisdom can be had by anyone.  You needn't be a deep thinker or a wide reader.  Lady Wisdom extends her hospitality to everyone.   Like the man in the New Testament, she welcomes "the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind"--and everyone else.  


If Wisdom is available to everyone, then wisdom is available to you.  What does this mean practically?  Among other things, this: Read the Bible as though it were capable of making you wise.  Pray for wisdom in faith as though God might give it; pray for the knuckleheads you know who--it seems--will never get any wisdom into their thick heads.  Even they are welcome to it. 


Lady Wisdom is throwing a party.  You're invited. 


Another party is being held at the same time.  It's described in vv.13-18.  The party is hosted by Dame Folly whose ignorance is only surpassed by her conceit.  She "knows nothing" but remains "clamorous"--or eager to spout off her opinions. 


She also takes a special interest in "the simple" and those who "lack understanding".  But her motive is different.  Wisdom takes pity on fools, hoping to turn them from them from their evil ways.  Folly, on the other hand, is predatory.  She turns to the "simple"--not because she loves them but because she wants to use them.  


What does she plan to use them for?   For sin.  How does she do this?  By making it attractive: "Stolen water is sweet and bread eaten in secret is pleasant".   This is a proverb within the Proverbs.  Why is "stolen water" sweeter than your own?  Because it's stolen!  Many forbidden things are desired because they are forbidden.  There is a certain risk--and with it, an excitement, in doing wrong.  This is Dame Folly's argument.  


Is she right?  Partly.  There is a short-term and shallow pleasure in sinning.  But that's only half the story.  The last verse gives the other half: "Her guests are in the depths of hell".  Momentary sins have a way of producing long lasting consequences.  In this life.  And in the next.   The word "hell" (in this place) means the grave.  Fools tend to live less and less happily than others.  But their unhappiness doesn't end in the grave.  It only begins there.  


Dame Folly sets quite a table.  But her food is poison.  Warnings have been posted all around her house.  But most people don't take them.  Some right now are feasting with her--and having a grand old time of it--but they'll soon be sorry.  Perhaps eternally sorry.  If you're sitting at her table, there's still time to get out.  But the time is growing short.  The poison is taking effect.  Get out now.  


Dame Folly is throwing a party.  You're invited.  Please don't go.  


Have I been too abstract?  If so, let me come down to earth. Vv.7-12 make it clear which party you're attending.  

The guests at Dame Folly's dinner have one thing in common: They don't take criticism well.  They "hate" it; they resent the one who offers it; they don't learn from it.  Nabal was such a man; there are many today just like him.  Some of them are Christians.  Some get mad; some are "hurt"; some listen humbly--it seems--but never do anything about it.  Of the many areas in which we are too sensitive--it seems to me--two stand out: our children and our money.  Most of us need advice in these areas.  We should be wise enough to take it. 


The dinner guests of Lady Wisdom tend to be a bit more open.  They "love" constructive criticism--not because it makes them feel good--but because it "makes them wiser".   And they prefer wisdom to comfort.  


The "wisdom" is not raw intelligence, but a spiritual vision--a desire to please God in all things.  It is, therefore, a "fear of the LORD" and a "knowledge of the Holy One".  With this wisdom comes every blessing.


Be honest: Are you dining at Lady Wisdom's place or at Dame Folly's?  If at the former, thank God.  The decision was yours.  But He was behind it, impelling and enabling you to make it.  If your at the latter, you still have time to get out.  Lady Wisdom won't be angry if she spots Folly's crumbs on your shirt.  She'll gently brush them off and seat you at her table.  As a guest of honor, no less.  She delights in fools seeing the folly of their ways and coming over to wisdom.  


So does God.  He takes more pleasure in "one sinner who repents" than in "ten just men who have no need for repentance".  It's now time to act.  Decisively act.  


"Wisdom is the principal thing.  Therefore get wisdom.  And  in all of your getting, get understanding".  

