TEXT: Philippians 3:1-11PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Paul's Second Goal


Paul had two goals in life.  The first was to obtain a righteousness acceptable to God.  This he pursued in a couple of ways: by good works, which proved a failure, and by faith in Christ which gave him his heart's desire.  This righteousness was given to him on the Road to Damascus, and remained a constant possession from then on.  He was, that day, made as righteous as he is right now; or will be in the resurrection.  It was not a partial righteousness or a down-payment on what he would later obtain.  It was a perfect clearing of his record.  It would make him as legally innocent as Jesus Christ Himself!  


But this was only "part one" of his ambition.  Although deeply grateful for this legal standing, Paul wanted more.  He aimed to be like Christ--not just in theory, but in practice as well.  Thus, his second goal is detailed in v.10: "that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His suffering, being conformed to His death".


This is a fancy way of saying that Paul wanted holiness of life.  And this he equated--no longer with the Pharisees' legalism--but with conformity to Jesus Christ according to His human nature.  


This "holiness" begins with a knowledge of Christ: "that I may know Him", says v.10.  This assumes that sanctification is dependent on right doctrine.   Jesus said, "Sanctify them by Your truth; Your word is truth".   Hence, what some men deride as "head knowledge" is the foundation for holiness.  This knowledge, of course, must be of all Scripture, but chiefly, those doctrines concerning the Person and Work of Jesus Christ.  This is how "holiness" begins: not with experience, but with the Bible.  


But from this starting point, Paul goes on.  He would also enjoy a certain "fellowship" with Christ.  This is strongly experimental in nature.  He wants to not only "know" Christ, but to share in His way of life.  But what does this entail?


First, "a fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death".  What does this mean and how does it contribute to our holiness?  What it means it this: Christ suffered everything necessary to do the will of God.  In practice, therefore, sanctification begins with self-denial.  We "say no" to our sins; to lawful pleasures which are excessive or distracting; and most of all--to ourselves.  We live for Another.  We submit to His will over our own.  "Nevertheless, not mine, but Thine be done" is the prayer of Christ and all who would imitate Him.  


This "suffering" includes the contempt of family.  Joseph and Mary thought ill of her Child when He was "about His Father's business".  And His brothers were worse yet, accusing of insanity.  And so many Christians "receive their wounds in the house of their friends".  


This suffering will involve a disappointment in Christian people, from whom you expected better.  The disciples were invincibly stupid and vain.  James and John wanted to kill people for the Prince of Peace; Peter chided the Lord for wishing to die.  They all forsook Him and one denied Him with oaths.  Oh, the gall of being betrayed by a friend.  Yet conformity to Christ makes it inevitable.  


The suffering will include ridicule: "He saved others, Himself He cannot save...He trusted in God, let Him deliver Him, seeing He delights in Him...".  The names He was called were a severe trial: "Blasphemer and Beelzebub" come readily to mind.  And so, when accosted as a fanatic or a "weirdo", you ought recall that this is but "fellowship in His sufferings".


Temptation is the most painful suffering He endured.  Thrice, He was tempted by Satan in the wilderness.  And how enticing the words must have been: "Bread" to a hungry soul; "Fame" to an obscure carpenter; "Rule" to an uncrowned king. They were all rebutted, of course.  But how painful they must have been, unless Satan was easier on the Son of God than he is on His brethren.  The lust and pride and covetousness you feel deep down in your souls are a "fellowship of His sufferings".


When these hardships are endured and temptations overcome, you are well on your way to "conformity to Jesus Christ".  How bitter they are is recalled by the figure He used to describe the Christian life: "Bearing of the cross".  Or Paul, in other places, "fighting the good fight" or "wrestling with powers", "warring with beasts", and "putting to death".


Sanctification, therefore, begins with pain.  "Even the Son learned obedience through the things which He suffered".  


But it doesn't stop there, happily.  It also includes a "fellowship in the power of His resurrection".   What does this mean?  Something like this: finding God's strength to do His will.  God exerted an almighty power when He raised Christ from the dead.  But this was not the last use of that power.  He continues to exercise it in the lives of His people.  Ephesians 1:19, for example, tells us that the Christian life begins in this power: "Who believe, according to the working of His mighty power which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead".  And, Romans 8:11 informs us that the Christian life is perfected in the same way: "But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will quicken your mortal bodies by His Spirit who dwells in you".  This occurs at the resurrection.  


Now, if God's power is evident at conversion and the resurrection, it is unreasonable to assume that it will be given in the meantime?  Of course not.  Hence, the Christian life is lived, and positive goods are achieved by the power of God dwelling in us by His Spirit.  


This is the second half, therefore, of sanctification.  Growing in grace; doing God's will' prevailing in prayer; continuing in Bible-reading; enhancing your faith, hope, and charity.  


The process is never complete in this life.  Paul did not "think himself to have apprehended" this full sanctification.  But he did "press on".  And, on the Last Day, his second goal will be met: "...that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold on me".  


On so, this was Paul's second goal in life: holiness, moral conformity to Jesus Christ.  This was an important goal, to be sure.  But never could it achieve primacy.  For justification must precede sanctification; a clean record is requisite to a clean life.  One can never have the latter without the former.  Nor can the former stand on by itself.  For "faith purifies the heart".  And a "faith" which does not produce "good works" is no "faith" at all.  


And so, in light of these two sermons, I urge you to look carefully into your own mind; find your true goals; and--if needed--to repent of unworthy ambitions (or none at all).  And follow Paul's example.  Make your priorities in life two things and two things only:


To obtain the righteousness that God demands through faith in Christ...


To strive for Christ-likeness in your life.


May God so orient us, for Christ's sake.  Amen.    

