TEXT:

SUBJECT: sacrifice

We meet today at the Communion Table to remember Jesus Christ and what He did to save us.  All of His works are wonderful and deserve our highest praise, but His teaching and miracles do not save us.  We are saved by His death on the cross—or not at all.    

How do we describe His death?  One way to do it is by looking at the Great Words.  Some of them are all but unknown—think of Propitiation.  Ransom and Reconciliation are better known, but not always understood.  Others are well understood and more dear to us that life itself.

One of these words is sacrifice.  

To ‘sacrifice’ is to take the place of someone else.  Under the Old System, men were guilty, but innocent animals died in their place.  Think of the ram that died instead of Isaac, the lamb that died for Israel, and the turtle doves that died in the place of Joseph and Mary.  They were all sacrifices.  From the days of Abraham to the coming of our Lord, the need for a sacrifice was drilled into the heads and hearts of God’s People.   

The sacrifices were not empty ritual; commanded by God they brought real blessings to Israel.  But there was something wrong with the old offerings, and every thoughtful Hebrew knew it.  If the sacrifices really ‘work’, why do we have so many of them?  Twice a day, every day, sacrifices are offered, and yet we are not saved.  

Why not? Because the suffering of an ox or a pigeon does not correspond to the suffering of a man.  In other words, an animal cannot hurt enough to bear the punishment of a sinner.  Only a man can take the place of another man.  The sacrifice, therefore, has to be human.  

This creates a real problem.  How can one man hurt enough to bear the punishment of millions of men?  The man has to be more than a man—not less than a man or other than a man—but a man and something else.  He has to be both Man and God.

This is what our Lord Jesus Christ is.  Conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin Mary means He is both God and Man in one mysterious and splendid person.  Only He is qualified to bear the sins of the world.  

On the cross, He did just that.  Though Barabbas was a criminal and Jesus an innocent man, our Lord went to the cross and Barabbas went free.  

And not only Barabbas.  Jesus Christ died in your place too, and this means, you’re free from the guilt of your sins and have escaped the wrath of God.  

All because of your sacrifice—the Innocent who died in the place of the guilty.  

Hymn 175—Man of Sorrows

Prayer

Lord’s Supper

Hymn 186—When I Survey (v.1 only)   

