TEXT:

SUBJECT: A Friend

A man who has friends must himself be friendly, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother—Proverbs 18:24.

A friend loves at all times and a brother is born for adversity—Proverbs 17:17.

At the Lord’s Table we remember Jesus Christ.  We remember what He did for us and who did it.  Who is He?  Unbelieving scholars have called Him a shadowing figure, a man lost in the dark fog of history and legend.  The opposite—in fact—is true.  No one is more knowable than He is.  If you want to know Him.  

Who is He?  He is God and man, Prophet, Priest, and King, Lord and Savior.  These are religious words, but He is more than a religious figure.  Jesus Christ is our oldest and best friend.  

Most of our friends are not our friends.  I don’t mean they’re false friends, but no friends at all.  They’re nice people, fun to be with, and sometimes helpful and generous.  But they’re not friends because they lack the two qualities of friendship.  

What are they?  Closeness and steadiness.  A friend sticks closer than a brother and he loves at all times.   Most of our friends don’t live up to the demands of friendship, and under the right circumstances, none would.  

Except for Jesus Christ.  He is closer to us than we are to ourselves.  Paul says we are in Christ and Christ is in us.  You can’t get closer than that!  Read the Gospels and you’ll find He was no lone prophet who showed up to announce the Word of God only to hide away until His next sermon.  No, He chose twelve men to train, by living with them—not by giving them books on godliness or ministry, but by showing them what godliness and ministry look like in everyday life.  One of the twelve was so dear to Him that he often rested his head on the Lord’s bosom.    

The men were not easy to live with.  All of them were conceited, two were hot tempered, one had a big mouth, and who knows what the others were like!  Yet, Jesus having loved His own who were in the world, loved them to the end. 

The friendship of Christ was not limited to the Apostles and it did not end with his death.   For the Lord is still alive, and He’s the same man He was back then.  This means He is your friend, no less then Peter’s, and mine no less than John’s. 

Other friendships can be lost, but not this one.  Because He never changes, He never breaks fellowship with us.  But we change, and often for the worse. We have sinned against our Dear Friend, but our sins do not separate us from His love because He started loving us when we were yet in our sins. What the Pharisees called Him in derision, we call Him in worship—A friend of sinners.  
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