TEXT: Deuteronomy 21:18-21

SUBJECT: Cursed Son


If God ever issued a harder command than this one, I don’t know what it is.   It is the Law against disobedient children who won’t behave no matter what their parents say or do.  If a son were out of control, his parents would take him to court and tell the Judges that he wouldn’t obey their voice or submit to their discipline.  If he were found guilty, the Judges would blow a trumpet to gather the men of the city.  The boy would then be publicly accused and stoned to death for his evil deeds. That’s what the Mosaic Law mandated.


If that sounds hard to you, let me remind you of two other features.  Firstly, the father must take part in the stoning by throwing the first rock.  Secondly, he must stone his son to death without compassion—“Your eye shall not pity him”.  


If we still lived under the Old Covenant, do you think you could obey this Law?  We’ve all been exasperated with our children.  Maybe you’ve even said, “If you do that again, I’m going to kill you!”  But would you?  Could you put your own son to death?  


I don’t know if you could or not.  But I know Someone who did.  It was God.  And the Son He put to death—without pity—is the Lord Jesus Christ.  


Why did He do that?  Was His Son “Stubborn, rebellious, and disobedient, a glutton and a drunkard?”  No He wasn’t.  The Father said so—“This is My Beloved Son with Whom I am well pleased”.  

It is not because He was guilty of these things, but because we were.  And rather than inflicting the punishment of death on us, He laid it on the Lord Jesus Christ.  It was not the Jews who killed the Lord; it was not the Romans; it was not you and I.  It was God who did it.  He did it without compassion.  He “did not spare His own Son”. 


In observing the Lord’s Supper today, let us remember how strict God’s Law is, how severe its penalties are—and Who obeyed the former and suffered the latter for our salvation.   

