TEXT: Micah 4:1PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: The Day of Glory


Are you looking forward to the "Latter Day Glory"?  That time in which these prophecies will be fulfilled?  You ought to, because these promises are "exceedingly great and precious".  Listen to them: "The mountain of the LORD's house shall be established on the top of the mountains..."Many nations shall say, `Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob'..."They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more..."  This is a partial list.  From immediate context, several could be added.  And by looking elsewhere in the Bible, countless more.  This will be "the Lord's doing and marvelous in our eyes".  And so, I ask again, are you looking forward to the "Latter Day Glory"?


I am sorry to say that most Christians are not.  Some look to the future with anxiety and despair.  History ends with Satan victorious and the Church in full retreat.  But this sort of thinking is at variance with the words of Christ.  He will not leave His Church and therefore, it cannot be miscarry at last.  "The gates of hell shall not prevail it".  


Others look to the future with indifference.  Their prophetic outlook is summed up in the words of Matthew 13:30: "Let them grow together".  They see history, therefore, as inconclusive--sort of a draw between Christ and Satan, or the Church and the world.  This prevents the "gates of hell" from triumphing over the Church.  But it also keeps the Christ from prevailing over Satan.  And this cannot be.  Jesus "saw Satan fall from heaven as lightning".  And He gave his people "power over devils".  And to them He made this promise, "the God of peace will bruise Satan under your feet shortly".   Thus, history cannot be a stalemate between "the seed of the Woman and the seed of the Serpent".  Christ must prevail.  "Evil must be overcome by good".


And others don't look to the future at all.  But this is to become a beast; animals don't look to anything beyond their next meal.  Men do (or at least, should).  God has "set eternity in our hearts", and commanded us to "lift up our eyes, for our redemption draws nigh".  


Thus, we ought to look to the future with hope.  We ought to look earnestly for "The Latter Day Glory".


But how will these millennial blessings be brought in?  


Some Christians believe that nothing can usher in the Millennium but the Second Coming of Christ itself.  But this is impossible.  For the "millennium"--by definition--is within time, while the Second Coming brings history to a close.  Thus, the millennium cannot follow our Savior's Second Advent.  


Other Christians believe that the blessings can only come through extraordinary acts of God.  The Puritans were of this mind.  They expected a "Golden Age" to be ushered in by the fall of the papacy, the mass conversion of Israel and fresh outpourings of the Spirit.  But, in my opinion at least, they were wrong:


1.
They equated the Pope with Antichrist.  But this is impossible.  For the Antichrist--by definition--"denies that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh".  Yet every Pope has affirmed it by upholding the Apostle's and Nicean Creeds.  Antichrist cannot be anyone but Apostate Judaism as it existed in the First Century.


2.
They thought of the mass conversion of Israel as a future event.  Yet Paul explicitly tells us that "all Israel shall be saved" in the sense that the "election shall obtain it"; and then he goes on to prove it by pointing to himself as an example of elect Jews being saved.  Thus "all Israel shall be saved"--but not en masse'.  


3.
They thought of Pentecostal outpourings as being repeatable.  But they are not.  They served a specific purpose: to cut off Israel and certify the church as the agent of God.  But this is already done and needn't--and cannot--be repeated.  


Thus, no "extraordinary acts of God" are needed to bring in the Millennium.  


"The kingdom of God comes without observation".  It rather works like "a pinch of leaven"--quietly, invisibly, gradually.  But, make no mistake about it, it produces the desired results.  


And so, the blessings of this text will be brought about rather boringly: the preaching of God's Word, prayer, holiness of life, witnessing, and the faithful training of children.  


When does "the Latter Day Glory" begin?  If you read the context, you will find 4:1 to be the beginning of a paragraph which runs through 5:5.  Thus, the "latter days" begin when "a ruler comes out of Bethlehem, Ephrathah".  When did this occur?  At the First Coming of Christ.  The "Latter Day Glory", therefore, is a present reality--and ought to be enjoyed and taken advantage of. 


1.
At the Lord's arrival Satan was bound and the nations started coming to Him.  "Now is the judgment of this world; now shall the prince of this world shall be cast out, and I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Me". 


2.
This process has continued over the centuries.  Christ is "at God's right hand till he has made every enemy his footstool".  


3.
And it will continue still.  Till "every knee bows and every tongue confesses that Jesus is the Lord".  


Thus, we ought not to look for a millennium--lest we miss the one we're in.  This would be a dreadful blunder.  The Jews, by looking for an unscriptural Christ, missed the Scriptural Christ who stood in their midst.  We are liable to the same mistake.  By looking for a "Latter Day Glory" that God has never promised, we miss the one He has!  


We ought to enjoy the immense blessings which are presently to be had.  Instead of wringing our hands about how bad everything is, we ought to rejoice in the ongoing work of Christ in the world.  


We ought to do our parts to further the Kingdom.  Personally, in the church, in the neighborhood, and in the world.  


We ought to look to the future with hope.  Because it belongs to Christ.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

