TEXT: Mark 10:13-16PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Let Children Come to Christ


This is one of the Bible's most touching stories.  Three sorts of people are involved.  Young mothers bringing their little ones to Christ; ugly disciples shooing them away; and a loving Savior who welcomes the children, "takes them up in His arms and blesses them".  


This passage tugs at the heart strings as none other.  But that is not its chief design.  It is meant to touch, of course.  But not only that.  It's also meant to teach.  It teaches us that Christ receives children.  And consequently, that it is our duty to "not forbid them", but "Let the little children come to" Jesus.  It shouldn't be hard for Christian parents to comply with this duty.  For "natural affection" makes us want what's best for our little ones.  And what could be better for them than they "come to Christ"?  Nothing.  He is "the pearl of great price" for which the merchant is happy to part with everything he has.  The believing parent, like the Apostle John, "has no greater joy than to hear that his children walk in truth".  


It is your duty, therefore, to help your children "come to Christ".  But this duty assumes a truth not easily accepted and very unpleasant to hear.  But hear it, we must: your children are born in need of a Savior.  Salvation, says John 1:13 is "not of bloods".  This means that Christian parents do not transmit "spiritual life" to their children.  You may be the holiest couple on earth, but your offspring are still, "by nature, the children of wrath".  The same verse adds, "nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man".  This means that neither you nor any other man can effect salvation for your child.  His sins are not washed away in the baptismal font, nor is he made holy by "dedication".  No.  Your child, like every other sinner, needs a Savior.  And "the only name under heaven, given among men, by which we can be saved" is Jesus Christ.  


And so, I urge you to help your children "come to Christ".  But what does this mean?  In our text, it was a physical act.  The mothers knew where Jesus was staying, they picked up their little ones, and they brought them to Christ.  It was their arms and legs and back which helped the children "come to Christ".


But, of course, this is no longer possible.  Jesus is now at the Right Hand of God.  And so, our children can't be physically brought to Him.  They must come in another way.  But how?  Spiritually, of course.  But what does it mean to "come to Christ"?  


The Bible tells us that "coming to Christ" consists of two related acts: repentance and faith.  Let me illustrate:  Matthew 16:24: "If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow Me".  This is another way of saying, "Let him repent".  John 6:35 speaks to faith: "I am the bread of life.  He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst".  "Coming" is equated with "believing".  


Parents cannot repent or believe in the place of their children.  No proxy conversions!  But (under the blessing of God) they can assist their children in these sacred and necessary duties.  And must do so.  To do less is to make common cause with the disciples who "forbade the little one from coming to Christ".  


This brings us to the point: how can we parents help our children repent and believe?  


Let us take each in turn.  First, repentance.  What does this mean?  It means "a change of mind".  It is so used in Matthew 21:29: "And afterward, he repented and went".  The objects of repentance are: negatively, sin; and positively holiness.  The penitent turns from his sins and turns to holiness.  Now, can we do this for our children?  We cannot.  But we can help them.  How?  


1.
By teaching the Law of God.  Only sin can be repented of.  But where does the knowledge come from?  "By the law is the knowledge of sin".  Teach your children their duties to God; teach them the violations of His law.  Teach them slowly, "line upon line, precept upon precept; here a little, there a little".  Teach them clearly.  Teach them soberly.  Without jesting or hysteria.


2.
By making their sins known to them.  Selfishness, temper, defiance, bad attitudes, and the like cannot be overlooked.  They must be identified and reproved.  It was, after all, a sharp rebuke that finally broke King David's hardened heart.  Who knows, maybe it will have the same effect on your children.    


3.
By making sin appear very loathsome.  It is, isn't it?  The prophets thought so.  They likened it to "filthy rags", "running sores", "dead bodies" and "human dung".  Never do we find the Bible making light of sin or reducing its guilt.  Neither should we.  But mark this carefully: the parent should make "sin" appear loathsome--not just the child's, but his own as well!  The father who bawls out a child for sins he permits himself teaches only hypocrisy.  And nothing will keep one from "coming to Christ" more than that.  Just as the scribes and Pharisees.  


4.
By making sin appear very dangerous. "The wages of sin is death".  And this refers--not just to "really, really, really bad things"--but to any and all sin.  "Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all the words of this book to do them".  Make sure your child knows that "his sins will find him out".  That he is responsible for them.  And will bear their full consequences--unless he repents.


5.
By making them "pay for their sins" through firm discipline.  And I don't mean spanking only!  A parent who rescues his child from every mess he's gotten himself into is doing him a grave disservice.  He is "putting asunder" what God has "joined together": sin and pain.    


6.
Positively, by making holiness attractive.  Nothing will hinder repentance more than an unhappy, grudging obedience to God.  Yet many parents do just that.  They go to church reluctantly; they show hospitality only as a last resort; they read the Bible with a scowl on their faces.  They make a mockery of Psalm 1: "Blessed is the man whose delight is in the law of the LORD". 


7.
Most importantly, you teach your children repentance by personal example.  They see you sinning.  Do they ever see you repenting?  They heard you yell at their mother.  Did they hear you apologizing to her?  How can we ask our children to do what we ourselves are unwilling to do?  


Under the blessing of God, these things will promote the repentance of your children.  And remember: "Except they repent, they shall all likewise perish".  


Now let's turn to the other part of "coming to Christ": faith.  Faith begins with a knowledge of the Gospel.  "How shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard?" asked the Apostle.  Implicit faith is a cheat; no such thing.  One cannot believe what he does not know.  Thus, the parent cannot hope his child will believe the Gospel until he knows what it is.  


Does your child have any idea of what the Gospel is?  Go home today and ask him.  It is not: "Be good"; "Keep the 10 Commandments"; "Read the Bible"; "Pray"; "Go to church"; "Be born again"; "Repent"; "Believe in Christ".  For the Gospel is not anything you do or experience.  The Gospel concerns Jesus Christ who "died for our sins according to the Scripture, was buried, and rose again the third day according to the Scripture".  


1.
It begins with His identity.  Jesus is both God and Man.  He was born of a virgin, and lived a sinless life.  


2.
It centers in His work: He died; was buried; and rose from the dead.  


3.
It is explained as substitutionary and sufficient.  He died for "our sins"; and this death was satisfactory to God and saving to us.  


4.
It is confirmed by Scripture: "Christ died for our sins according tot he Scripture".  


Make sure your child is not confused here.  For, until he knows what the Gospel is, he will never believe it.  You can't believe for him; but at least you can tell him what it is he must believe.  


Having explained to your children what the Gospel is, tell them of its benefits: the remission of sins, a clear conscience, a new life, and heaven.  


Prove to your children that the Gospel is very precious by rejoicing in it; thanking God for it; reading it; talking about it in a natural way; and telling it to others.  


This is how we help our children "believe".  


But then, one final word is necessary.  Repentance and faith are solemn duties for which your children are responsible.  But they are also sacred gifts which Christ freely gives to sinners.  Thus, however much you encourage your children to repent and believe, be sure to ask God to give these gifts to them.  "Keep on asking and it shall be given to you; keep on seeking and you shall find; keep on knocking and it shall be opened to you".  


"Suffer the little children to come to Him and forbid them not".  

