TEXT: Mark 12:28-34PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: God's kingdom


You can be very close to God's kingdom without ever getting in it.  Whether the Scribe in our text ever gained entrance, we don't know.  But we do know that "not far from it" was still outside of it.  An inch is as good as a mile.  


To be near the kingdom--you might imagine--would be a great blessing.  And so it is, unless you grow comfortable there.  The Scribe may have been so pleased with his nearness to the kingdom that he never took the final step and got into the kingdom.   


But to be outside of the kingdom (no matter how nearby) is to be just that--"outside".  To be within inches of the lifeboat is to drown.  To be "not far from the kingdom" is to be locked out of the kingdom.  It therefore, behooves you to not only "get near" the kingdom, but to get into it.  


But many folk, I suspect, are resting comfortably in the suburbs, and will, on the day of judgment, be shocked to find themselves "outside the gates of heaven".  


I trust, however, that you will not be one of them.  Hoping, therefore, to prevent this disaster--while it can be prvented--I would have you to note two things: what it means to be "not far from the kingdom" and what it means to be "in" the kingdom.  I pray God for discriminating grace to do so accurately.  Amen.


The first thing you should notice is how far the man had gone to even get "near the kingdom".  He was "a scribe" or as another place calls him, "a lawyer".  Such people were, as a class, violently opposed to Jesus Christ.  They would, of course, play an active role in His crucifixion.  No doubt many of their voices were heard over the maddening crowd, "Crucify Him.  Crucify Him.  Release Barabbas.  We have no king but Caesar!"  But every scribe, of course, was not like this.  Some were "instructed in the kingdom of God and brought from their rich treasury, "things old and new".  But this man was not of that noble minority.  In Matthew's parallel we learn that the question he asked was not motivated by a desire to learn, but to catch Jesus in His words, and "have whereof to accuse Him". 


But his conversation with Christ changed all of that and broke down the initial hostility.  When Christ answered other ensnaring questions we find his opponents confounded.  But his man seems rather pleased with the answer.  "This Jesus--he might have thought--"is not the scoundrel I took Him to be."  He had come a long way indeed.  But he was still outside the kingdom.


You may, therefore, come a long way toward the kingdom while remaining perilously outside of it.  Thousands each year give up their vices, stop drinking, start going to church, turn over new leaves, and so on, yet remain as lost as ever.  I urge you therefore, to not be satisfied with just any "change of life".


Secondly, you should notice that this man's "change of life" was not toward mere morality, but toward Christ Himself.  The scribes were upright, at least outwardly.  Therefore, in changing his mind, he was not deciding to give up whoring and start living chastely.  He changed his mind about the Savior.  The Scribes thought Jesus a scoundrel of the worst sort--one who misled the people by his false teaching.  This man--they thought--had the audacity to renounce Moses and even make Himself, a mere man, into God.  Thus they sought to undermine His credibility with the people by clever questions.  


But this conversation changed the scribe's mind entirely.  When Jesus answered his other critics, they generally sulked away without a word.  But his man could not contain his admiration.  "Well said, Teacher!" he blurted out.  This compliment was no doubt sincere, for he went on to agree with every part of the answer.  "You have spoken the truth, for there is one God, and there is no other but He.  And to love Him with all the heart, with all the understanding, and with all the strenght, and to love one's neighbor as himself is more than all the burnt offerings and sacrifices".  His mind about Christ, therefore, had been really and permanently changed.  But that did not get him into the kingdom.


Nor will it get you there.  You may have, at one time, thought ill about Christ.  He is a figment of someone's imagination, a madman, or even a "good teacher".  But now you acknowledge Him as the Son of God, and the King of Israel".  But such a change of mind, as needful as it may be, will not (in and of itself) get you into the kingdom.  "The devils--after all--"believe such things and tremble".  


Thirdly, you should observe that the scribe agreed with Christ's word and admired the standards of His Law.  Like most others of his kind, this man put a great emphasis on externals.  Things like washings cups and tithing spices were all important to him.  In this zeal to maintain the Law in all of its strictness, however,  the scribes forget "the weightier matters of the law: faith, justice and mercy".  


But now, once Christ pointed them out to him, the Scribe was in entire agreement.  "Well said, Master" is not nearly emphatic enough.  It is better rendered: "Excellent or How beautiful, Teacher!"  He didn't for a moment quarrel with the standards of Divine Law or try to set them aside in preference to human traditions.  When Christ "put His finger" on the truth, the Scribe enthusiastically agreed with Him.


Thus he recognized and duly admired the Divine Law in all of its        

unbending strictness.  But this did not put him "in the kingdom of God".  Neither will it put you there.  O how some graceless souls condemn every transgression of the Law and keenly admire holiness when they see it.  But a mere admiration for the Law of God never put anyone into the kingdom.


Fourthly, this man became willing to stand up for Jesus and the Law of God before the sneering world.  He was a scribe and amid Pharisees, Herodians, and Sadducees.  Each of these groups was acutely hateful of Christ.  Thus, by speaking well of Jesus, the Scribe was putting himself in grave danger.  At the least, he was losing his standing before his friends.  But more than his reputation was at stake.  He knew these men were plotting the death of Christ.  And therefore, to openly praise Him was to imperil his life.  For no "disciple was ever above his master".  And if they would soon crucify Jesus, what might become of His disciples, or even those suspected of discipleship?  The Sribe, therefore, was courageous in his outspoken defense of the Savior.


But courage did not save him.  Judas openly allied himself to Christ, but "was a devil".  Demas long "bore the reproach of Christ" only to apostatize.  Countless men were so proud of Jesus that they would "prophesy in His name, cast out devils and do many wonderful works", only to be turned back on the Day of Judgment.  


Thus, in summary: the Scribe did not get into the kingdom by reforming his life, changing his mind about Christ, admiring the Law of God, or bolding confessing Christ before men.  Astonishing thought, isn't it?  He did far more than many professing Christians, yet even all this did not get him into the Kingdom!


What was missing?  If being moved by the word, admiring the word, and preaching the word doesn't get you into the kingdom, what will?  Only one thing: Doing the Word!  As it is written, "For not the hearer of the Law are justified before God, but the doers of the Law".  Or, in another place, "You have faith and I have works.  Show me your faith without works and I will show you my faith by my works!"  


The Scribe was willing to admire the commandment, talk about the commandment, and defend the commandment before others.  He was not, however, willing to do the commandment.  And this absence made everything else he did useless and fraudulant.  


If, therefore, you would get into the kingdom, you must become a "doer of the word", for everyone else will be left out.  But what does it mean to "do the word"?


It certainly does not imply sinless perfection.  For if this were required then the best of men would be locked out of heaven.  It means, therefore, something else altoghter.  


To be a "doer of the Word" requires at least the following:


1.
A strong desire to do the word.  Paul put it this way, "I delight in the law of God after the inner man".  


2.
A desire to do all of the word.  Picking and choosing which commandments to obey is rebellion against the One who issued them.  David would only "be satisfied in God's likeness".  


3.
A deep regret whenever the word is disobeyed.  One who can become comfortable with his transgressions will never get into the kingdom.  "Rivers of water run down my eyes, because men do not keep your law" lamented the Psalmist.


4.
An interest in knowing more of God's will.  Unsatisified with a repentance from known sin, the saint longs to know even hidden sins so that he might repent of them as well.  "Who can understand his errors?  Cleasnse me from secret faults".


5.
But perhaps best of all, a cheerfulness in doing God's law.  To the saint, God's "commandments are not grievous".  They are, instead, his delight.  "O how I love your Law, it is my meditation all the day long".  Hence, he complies with them "not grudgingly or of necessity", but with "a ready mind", becoming "a cheerful giver".  


And so, I must ask: where are you?  Are you in the kingdom or out of the kingdom?  There is no third alternative.  O, for the sake of your never dying soul, don't become satisifed "near" the kingdom.  Don't rest until you know yourself to be in it.  And you will only know yourself therein as God the Holy Spirit begins to "work within you both to will and to do of His good pleasure".  

