TEXT: Ecclesiastes 7:29PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Image of God


Man is made in the likeness and image of God.  This likeness, of course, is not physical; for God has no body.  It is a moral affinity.  In his unfallen state, man shared in the Divine nature.  The catechism describes the resemblance thusly:


"God created man, male and female, after His own image,


in knowledge, righteousness, and holiness,


with dominion over the creatures".


Originally, therefore, man was able to "think God's thoughts after Him".  There was, in other words, the ability to receive and understand the Divine revelation without distortion.  He was able to know, as Francis Schaeffer put it, "true truth".  


This truth, rightly received, enabled man to live in conformity to the Law of God and without moral pollution.  It also permitted him to exercise a godly dominion.  He was not bewildered by nature; nor did he exploit it for selfish ends.  


The first man, therefore, enjoyed uninterrupted communion with God.  He was also a model husband, living with his wife "according to knowledge and giving honor to her as the weaker vessel".  He was a first-rate scientist, assigning suitable names to every living creature.  And, of course, a happy farmer, "tending and keeping the garden" in which God had placed him.


As the "image of God", therefore, man was like God.  But this likeness should not be confused with identity.  For although man possessed knowledge, righteousness, and holiness, he only had them by Divine sufferance.  They were not inherently "his".  He could, in other words, lose them.  


And lose them, he did.  He first lost his knowledge.  The Serpent plied Eve with the words, "You shall not surely die.  For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil".   Under this subtlety, Eve was both beguiled and deceived.  She was thoroughly baffled and so became Satan's unwitting dupe.  


This intellectual confusion soon led to a moral breakdown.  Adam, undeceived, yet chose his wife over God.  He thus forfeited his righteousness and holiness.  He no longer maintained the Law of God and became unsanctified to His glory.


The results of this sin were disastrous, to both Adam and Eve, and to their offspring.  


The immediate results were:


1.
A loss of fellowship with God.  "Adam, cried God, "Where are you?"  Never before had God called his man.  Heretofore, Adam was anxious to walk with His Maker "in the cool of the day".  But now he shrinks at the prospect.  He must be summoned.  He answers the call, but unwillingly.  "I heard your voice in the garden and was afraid".  Not the fear of respect, but of terror.  Adam is horrified at meeting the One who surely knew everything he had done.  He stood, in more ways than one, naked before God.  And suddenly, it was "a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the Living God".  The fellowship, based on a mutual holiness was now lost, lost forever.  


2.
Interpersonal problems.  Adam had once loved his wife as himself.  But now, he turns on her with a frightful vengeance.  "The woman you gave me; she gave me of the tree and I ate".  Wanting to save himself, Adam will see Eve rot in hell before he will fess up to his own sin.  


3.
Pain and sorrow.  "I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception; in pain you shall bring forth children" is the curse pronounced on Eve.  This most blessed event, in the generations to come, would often be devastating.  The infant mortality rate soared and more than a few mothers died in child-bearing.   


4.
Drudgery.  "Cursed is the ground for your sake; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life.  Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, and you shall eat the herb of the field.  In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread".  Work, designed for man's happiness, would prove one of his bitterest frustrations. 


5.
Death.  "Till you return to the ground for out of it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you shall return".  Death is not natural to man; it was imposed upon him as a penalty for sin.  Thus these bodies, once sanctified by the breath of God are finally turned over to the skin worms.  


6.
Despair.  "So he drove out the man; and He placed a cherubim at the east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way to guard the tree of life".  This fruit was the sinner's only hope of recovery.  But the way to it is blocked.  And so, Adam and Eve, driven from the Divine presence, are left, "without God and without hope in the world".   


But the effects of this sin went beyond our common parents.  


"In Adam's fall,


we sinned all".


For Adam was no ordinary fellow.  He was a Representative Man.  He was the Federal Head of the human race.  His conduct (and its results) would be charged to his offspring--for good or bad.  Had Adam kept his integrity, he would have both saved himself and all of us too!  


But he didn't!  He "fell from the estate wherein he was created"--and took all of us with him.  This results in:


1.
Original sin.  This means that man is not born perfect or sinless or even "inclined" to evil under the right stimulus.  It means that he is a born sinner.  "Behold, I was shaped in iniquity and in sin did my mother conceive me".  As we look at our children so sweet and wonderful, this seems incredible.  But as we get to know them over time, it becomes a clear as the noon day sun.  From infancy they display their ugliness: selfish, angry, stubborn.  As the months pass, we notice new things cropping up: envy, dishonesty, disobedience.  Then laziness, vanity, and sexual lust.  And before you know it, the child who once seemed innocent, is thoroughly corrupted by sin, either of the life or--at least--of the heart.


2.
This original sin renders man, negatively, unable to please God.  "Those who are in the flesh cannot please God".  The best works are "as filthy rags" before Him.  This is so because they are not offered sincerely, in faith, with gratitude, or for the glory of God.


3.
Positively, original sin leaves man totally depraved.  "The carnal might is enmity against God; it is not subject to the Law of God, neither indeed can it be".  Total depravity does not mean that man is as bad as he could possibly be.  The vilest man is not as bad, for example, as the devil.  But it does mean that his whole life (body and soul, mind and emotions) is corrupted by sin.  


4.
Finally, original sin, compounded by actual sin, exposes man to the judgments of God.  "We were--by nature--the children of wrath".  Thus, sinful man must face the consequences of his rebellion: 



a.
In this life, he suffers alienation from God, a bad conscience, a slavery to sin, and a fear of death.



b.
In the life to come, he suffers all of these brought to their logical conclusion: hell.  He is alienated from God forever, "Depart from Me, you workers of iniquity, I never knew you".  His conscience eats at him like a "worm" and its torments like "a fire that is not quenched".  Stripped of the blessings of common grace, he sinks lower and lower into sin, into its "bottomless pit".  And fear consumes him, but "he is not able to die".  


These awful words do not apply only to the "unwashed masses", to criminals, perverts, and blasphemers.  No, they equally apply to the most respectable of sinners--the educated sinner, the refined sinner, the moral sinner, even the church-going sinner.  


For here the Scripture could not be plainer: "Now whatever the Law says, it says to those who are under the Law; that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world become guilty before God".  


If our Scripture is true--if "God made man upright", then he is savable.  No matter how depraved he has become.  No matter how far he has sunk.  No matter what blasphemies he has uttered.  If man was made upright, then he can be saved.  


And "if he has sought out many devices", then he needs to be saved.  No matter how respectable he has made himself or how religious he appears to others.  He needs to be saved.  


And happily, God has seen fit to save sinners, "forgive their devices" and make them "upright" again.  This He has done in the work of Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son.  He did it like this:


"Christ died for our sins, according to the Scriptures,


and He was buried, and that He rose again the third day,


according to the Scriptures".


Now, in light of what Christ has done for sinners, God urges us to repent of our sins, to believe in Christ, and to begin the journey back to Eden.  For by His Gospel, God invites us to "eat of the tree of life which is in the midst of the paradise of God".  One who does this will be re-made,


"in the image of Him who created him,


in knowledge, righteousness, and


true holiness".

