TEXT: Acts 16:6-15PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: A Great Harvest Reaped


The words before you describe the opening leg of Paul's Macedonian travels.  He went to that region by the direct guidance God.  For he and his associates had planned to sail northeast into Bithynia, but were forbidden by the Spirit.  But where would they go? the anxious missionary must have wondered.  


The answer was not long in coming.  One day Paul saw a vision in which a Macedonian stood and pleaded with him, "Come over and help us!"  Taking this as a sign of God's leadership, he Silas, Timothy, Luke, and maybe some others, sailed from Asia Minor across the Aegean Sea into the port city of Philippi.


There, a great harvest was reaped.  But its firstfruit was a foreigner and her family.  Lydia was a "seller of purple" from Thyatira.  She, apparently, was in Philippi on business.  But little could she suspect that this short stay would change her life forever.  


The fourteenth verse tells of her conversion.  And it is to this subject that I would now turn your attention, 


The first thing you should note is "Lydia's part in her conversion".  


Lydia was a religious woman, a Jewess, no doubt.  But her devotions, as sincere as they were did not save her.  At this time, she was like everyone else, "Without hope and without God in the world".  


But--unlike most others--she wasn't satisfied in her sin and misery.  And so, she determined to do something about it.   


According to our text, she did four things:


1.
She laid aside her work on the Sabbath.  Whether Lydia knew of Jesus or had heard of His teachings, we cannot say.  But she did know that "the cares of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches" often choke the word.  And so this woman, probably a widow, and responsible for the welfare of her family, put her business on hold in order to seek "the one thing needful".  And so her sincerity comes shining through.



a.
When one is not willing to set aside a mere "one day in seven" for the worship of God, he cannot be taking his religion too seriously.  And for such, God offers little encouragement. "You shall seek me and find me, when you shall search for me with all of your heart".  


2.
She prayed.  Some well-meaning, but misguided folk think of prayer as a uniquely Christian duty.  That God does not hear unbelievers.  And therefore, they should not pray at all.  Their prayers, in fact, are an abomination to the LORD.  But this is patent nonsense.  Prayer is a human duty.  Since everyone is dependent upon God, everyone must return thanks and plead for continued mercy.  Was it a sense of assurance that brought the publican into the temple, beating his breast?  Or a sense of being undone before God Majesty?  



a.
God hears the prayer of sinners.  If He does not, then we're all lost!  For "Whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved".  And who calls for salvation but the sinner?  Was the dying thief a saint when he begged Christ to "remember" him?  No, but a condemned criminal.  Yet to him, a man dying for his sins, Jesus replied, "Verily I say to you, this day you will be with me in paradise".  



b.
The sinner, therefore, must pray, keep on praying, and not quit till Christ has spoken peace to his heart.  "Son, thy sins be forgiven thee".  Oh, beseech God to give you a new heart!  Plead for His mercy!  Cry out for understanding!  Beg "the crumbs that fall from His table".  When you do this, you will not be disappointed.  For He pours out upon His people "a spirit of grace and supplication".  When He gives you the grace to pray, "look up, for your redemption draweth nigh".  


3.
She attended public worship.  God promises to "dwell with His people".  And there, He works wonders untold.  And Lydia, knowing herself to be a sinner, sought the presence of God among His people.  Maybe someone would intercede for her.  Someone might tell her "the way of the Lord more perfectly".  A Scripture--maybe a hymn--would reach her heart.  Who knows, maybe God would descend upon that riverside prayer meeting as He once had on the Tabernacle and then the Temple.  Poor Lydia needed this God, and thought there was no better place to find Him than among His people.  


"Blessed are those who dwell in Your house;


they will still be praising You".


4.
She listened to the sermon.  This may have been an unusual Sabbath.  It seems these women had no rabbi to teach them.  They evidently just met for prayer.  But this day, a learned man joined their service and opened to them the Scripture in a new and powerful way.  This man was not eloquent, nor was he attractive to the eye.  Yet Lydia "heeded the things spoken by Paul".   The businesswoman knew that the Word of God "was no vain thing...it was her life".  And so, she eagerly took in everything this stammering, worn-out preacher had to say.  


Make no mistake about it.  Lydia did all of these things by grace.  Yet the fact remains, she did them.  And until the sinner has done everything within his power to find new life, he has no right to murmur against God and His dispensations.  


If you are serious, if you really want to find God, then wake up! and "Cry after knowledge, lift up your voice for understanding, seek her as silver, search for her as for hidden treasure, then you shall understand the fear of the LORD and obtain the knowledge of God". 


For there is a blessed promise: "I love those who love me; and those who seek me early shall find me".  


Lydia surely God with all of her heart and with all of her soul.  But her importunity did not save her.


"Could my zeal no respite know,


could my tears forever flow;


All for sin could not atone,


Thou must save and Thou alone."  


The second thing to observe is "Paul's part in Lydia's conversion".  He was not her Savior, of course.  And yet he played a role in her conversion.  What was it?  It would seem, two things:


1.
He prayed for her.  It was a "prayer meeting" after all, that he went to.  And it seems reasonable to think that he joined in and probably led the meeting.  But whatever his role in this particular assembly, we know--in general--that Paul prayed earnestly for the conversion of the lost, especially his kinsmen the Jews.  Thus, he certainly besought God for Lydia and the others who met that fateful day by the river.  



a.
Rolfe Barnard believed that God would bless no evangelistic effort that was not--in his words--"watered by the hot tears of intercessory prayer".  



b.
Praying for the unsaved is one of our chief duties.  Did not our Lord set the example?  "Father forgive them, for they know not what they do".  Did not Paul weep, "My heart's desire and prayer for Israel is that they might be saved"?  And aren't we commanded to "Pray the Lord of the harvest that He might send out more laborers into the field"?  And doesn't every concerned believer "Weep in secret places because the LORD's flock is carried away captive?"  


2.
He spoke to her of the things of God.  Whether he preached a formal sermon or just had a spiritual conversation we don't know.  But we know that gave her the Gospel.  



a.
He told her, undoubtedly, of what Christ had done for sinners:



"Christ died for our sins, according to the Scriptures,


And that He was buried and that He rose again,


according to the Scriptures."



b.
He urged her to believe in this Man and find the remission of sins.  



c.
And thereafter, he ordered her to obey Christ's every commandment.  And so she was baptized, and at great personal risk, besought the missionaries to stay in her home.  


And so, Paul did his part too.  How different this is from the "hyper-Calvinist".  I once overheard a dreadful conversation between a troubled sinner and an experienced (and in some ways, knowledgeable Christian).  The sinner was anxious for his soul.  He asked this older lady, "What should I do?"  Her reply, "Nothing!"  And, as far as I know, he has followed her advice and remains unsaved to this hour.  


Was Paul a believer in "Sovereign Grace"?  It was he who wrote, God "will have mercy on whom He will have mercy and whom He will, He hardens".  Yet this knowledge of the sovereignty of God in salvation, rather than cutting the nerve of evangelism, rather excited it.  "Therefore, I endure all things for the elect's sake, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory".  


Paul, therefore, had his part in Lydia's conversion.  But he was not her Savior either.  


Finally--and most importantly--we come to "God's part in Lydia's conversion".  "The Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken to her by Paul".  


This "opening of her heart" consisted of three things:


1.
Her mind was enlightened to the truth.  The truth about herself.  She was a hopeless sinner.  The truth about Christ.  "Christ died for sinners".  The truth about the way of salvation.  "By grace, through faith, not of works".


2.
Her heart was moved to abhor her sin and herself and to love Christ and holiness.


3.
Her will was enabled to repent of her sins and savingly believe on Jesus Christ.  


This "opening of her heart" was done--you should note--not by Lydia herself, nor through the efforts of Paul--but by God!  "The Lord opened the heart of Lydia".  


This was the key to her conversion.  She might have attended prayer meetings for a hundred years and been no better for them.  Paul might have pleaded with her till he fell over dead, and she remain in her sins.  But when God goes to work in the life of the sinner, He never fails to achieve his objective: the sinner's salvation.  He can do more in one minute that even Paul can do in a lifetime.  


And therefore, Lydia's salvation was "of Him, through Him and to Him".  


Let her life compel the sinner to seek God with all strength.  Let it move Christians to better sow the word.  And let it excite all of us to the greater praise of our Lord and Savior.  

