TEXT: Luke 22:39-44PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: The Surrender of Self-Will


The Lord's Supper recalls the death of Christ.  Its two elements stand for His "body which is broken" and for "the blood of the New Covenant shed".   We're to partake of it "in remembrance of [Him]".  


What was His death?  It all depends on who you ask.  To the Roman soldier, it was a routine execution.  To the Hebrew rulers, it was a necessary evil.  To the thief, it was a miscarriage of justice.  To the Lord's people, it was an atonement.  But what was it to Christ?  It was a surrender of His will to God's will.  He prayed that it would not occur; He prayed so earnestly for escape that He "sweat great drops of blood".  But, as the will of God became more evident to Him, He quit praying for release, and submitted: "Nevertheless, not My will, but Yours be done".  


In taking the Supper, therefore, we are recalling the Lord's surrender of His will to God.  And more: We are asking for grace to make the same surrender ourselves.  


When we think of surrendering our wills to God, we must be precise in our thinking.  For two surrenders are necessary.


1.
There is the surrender of our sinful wills.  This is called repentance.


2.
There is the surrender of our innocent wills. We give up, not only our sinful pleasures, but our happy plans, our good dreams, our lifelong aspirations.  Like the struck-down Pharisee, we bow, "Lord, what would You have me to do"?  


We are to surrender our wills to God in service to His people.  Which is anything but painless.  It demands self-denial and daily cross-bearing our Lord has told us.  It's no easy thing to "esteem others better than ourselves"; to "submit to one another in the fear of God"; to "lay down our lives for the brethren".  Yet the example of Christ--and the Lord's Supper--require it.  


Beyond the pain of self-surrender, there is joy.  The self-willed man is the unhappiest of men.  Why?  Because his will is often thwarted.  And, even when accomplished, it frequently proves disappointing.  The person who surrenders his will, however, finds true and lasting joy.  For God's will is never foiled.  And, in the end, it's always sweeter than the honeycomb. 


In taking the Lord's Supper, therefore, let us pledge (or, re-pledge) ourselves to the surrender of self-will.  For "the joy that is set before [us]".  

