TEXT:

SUBJECT: Unity


Few issues in the history of the church have produced more controversy--and division--than the Lord's Supper.  In 1529, the leading Reformers met at Marburg to pursue unity among the early Protestants.  Fifteen articles were proposed; on fourteen there was agreement; the last, however, proved a bit dicier.  The Lutherans could not agree with their Reformed brethren on the Lord's Supper.  Instead of tabling the matter for future discussion, however, Luther broke up the meeting by charging the others with being "Of another spirit".  The disunity remains to this day. PRIVATE 


The same is true among the Baptists.  John Bunyan is their best known and most beloved member.  But most of his Baptist brethren would have nothing to do with him; some of them wrote violently against him.  Why?  Because he differed with them on the Lord's Supper.  


The same is true today.  The churches who permit only members at the Lord's Table tend to look down on the assemblies with more open policies.  The more "open" churches often think of their brethren as sectarian bigots.   


When we think of the bitterness often surrounding the Supper, it seems to me that the Lord's Body is broken in more ways than one.  The Supper is meant to unite His people, not to divide them.  And so it does--when it's rightly received.  How?  Three ways come to mind.


The Lord's Supper reminds us that we are sinners--all of us are sinners.  "This is the blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for many, for the remission of sins".  Pride is the chief cause of strife.  "By pride comes only contention" Proverbs 13:10 has it.  When one is proud, it is no wonder he can't tolerate the contradiction of his will or remain patient with those who disagree with him.  But, in taking the Lord's Supper, he is reminded that he has sins to atone for too.  That by nature and choice he is no better than anyone else.  Once he understands this, he'll become more meek and loving toward his brothers and sisters in Christ.   This will promote the unity of God's people.


The Lord's Supper also reminds us that all of God's people are loved by Jesus Christ.  "This is My body which is broken for you (plural--"you all")".  The sacred body of Christ was whipped, beaten, crowned with thorns, and crucified for every believer without exception!  For the weak believer, as well as the strong; for the doubting believer, no less than the confident.  For the believer who comes to church late and misses way too many meetings, as well as the one who makes every service an hour early.  In other words, the weak believer is purchased at the same price as the strong--"the precious blood of Christ".  In taking the Lord's Supper we remember this.  Therefore, it promotes the unity of God's people--for Christ's sake.  


The Lord's Supper takes us away from the petty squabbles of this life to the Lord Jesus, seated at the Right Hand of God.  "Do this in remembrance of Me".  Most problems in the church are silly and inconsequential when viewed in light of glory.  Who's right and who's wrong on minor issues won't matter in the presence of Christ.  Who's better and who's worse won't either.  Who should teach Sunday school and who should lead singing becomes irrelevant before the Lord of Glory.  The Lord's Supper brings us into His presence.  It recalls the One "crucified in weakness, raised in power".  Have you ever noticed: When heaven is opened in Scripture you find a number of things going on--singing, praying, conversation; but never will you find arguing or apologizing.  Why not?  Because no one has time for it; everyone is


"Lost in wonder,


Love, and praise".


More time in with the Lord would make us less petty and sensitive than we are.  The Supper draws us into the Holy Presence.  Therefore, it promotes the unity of God's people.  


The issues surrounding the Lord's Supper deserve a thoughtful discussion and maybe a warm debate.  But let them never divide the Lord's people--into separate churches or cliques within a church.  For the Lord's Supper is designed to promote the unity of God's people.  And no matter how "right" you are on other matters, if you've got this one wrong, you've missed its point entirely.  


Let's come to the Lord's Table, therefore, for true communion with our Savior and each other.  Amen.  

