TEXT:

SUBJECT: WHO SHOULD PARTAKE OF THE LORD'S SUPPER?PRIVATE 


The Bible nowhere directly answers this question.  The possible choices are three: all, some, or none.  The last must be ruled out.  Why?  Because the Lord wants His people to "proclaim (His) death till (He) comes".  He has not yet come, thus someone must take the Lord's Supper.  


This leaves us with two other choices: all or some.  Should everyone be welcome at the Lord's Table?  No.  Why not?  It must be done "in remembrance of Me" the Lord said.  But not everyone "remembers" the Lord.  Thus, they are ineligible.  It represents "the blood of the New Covenant which is shed for many, for the remission of sins".  The unbeliever's sins are not "remitted"; thus, he too is unqualified to take it properly.  


The answer, therefore, is "some".  Some must take the Lord's Supper.  But who?  The choices are two: the church members who meet with us at the Lord's Table or all believers who do.  I don't believe either choice is sinful, but I think the latter is better.  Here's why: the Lord's Supper signifies certain things of which all believers can partake.  What are they?


1.
The memory of our Lord's death.  "This is my body...this is my blood...do this in remembrance of Me".  For whom did Christ die?  For all of His people.  Thus, all of them should be permitted to come to the Lord's Table, wherever they happen to be on any given Sunday.  


2.
The forgiveness of sins.  "This is the blood of the New Covenant which is shed for many, for the remission of sins".  Whose sins are forgiven by the Lord's death?  All of His people's.  As partakers of the New Covenant blessings, should they be barred from its reminder?


3.
Fellowship.  The Lord's Supper expresses the fellowship of His people.  This is why the Corinthians were so wrong--they came to the Lord's Table with hearts filled with animosity toward each other.  But what is the basis of fellowship?  Is it "church membership" or "union with Christ"?  Does the Bible distinguish between "church fellowship" and "Christian fellowship"?  And if so, which is greater?  


4.
Proclamation.  "As often as you drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death till He comes".  To proclaim the Gospel is every believer's privilege.  "Let the Redeemed of the Lord say so".  


5.
Anticipation.  "...you proclaim the Lord's death till He comes".  Who awaits the Coming Lord?  Members of our church or all of His people?  


In sum: Because of what the Lord's Supper is, I believe that all of His people should be welcome to it.  


Let me close by answering a practical concern:


"What if an ungodly person takes the Lord's Supper?"  The answer: "He eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord's body".  Before the service, I will "fence the table"--warning unbelievers to not partake.  If they disobey, they're responsible for their sins.  The church is not.  To guard against this, however, we mustn't "throw the baby out with the bath water", by barring the godly from the Table.   

