TEXT: Job 1:4-5PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: The Christian Father


The Christian father ought to be the busiest man in the world.  He has countless things to do for his children--and but little time to do them.  And what he does (or doesn't do) will have grave and eternal consequences.  Thus he ought to be "up and doing".  


But what should he be doing?  Many things, of course.  He must feed and clothe his children.  He must educate and discipline them.  He must set a good example and not "provoke them to wrath".  But of the many things he is called to do, one is of particular importance.  He must pray for them!  


This is what Job did for his children.  He would rise early in the morning and offer sacrifices on their behalf.  And this he did, not only in times of crisis, but "regularly".  


He, of course, was not the only man to pray for his children.  Other notable saints have done the same.  Abraham, for example, prayed fervently for his son, "Oh that Ishmael might live before you!"  David besought God as earnestly for his son too, "O LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob...give my son Solomon a loyal heart to keep your commandments and your testimonies and your statutes and to do all these things".  And others, no doubt, have done the same.  The holiest men, therefore, have prayed for their children.  


But more ordinary men have too.  The demoniac's father was anything but a man of faith, and yet he begged--with tears--"Lord, if you can do anything, have compassion on us and help him!"


Thus by the sanction of example, we Christian fathers are bound to pray for our children.  


But we have more than example.  We have direct prescription as well.  We are commanded to "pray for all men", and surely our children are not excepted.  The pagan knows this much.  For even he "provides for his own".  And therefore, the Christian father ought to give his children what they need too, things both material and spiritual, neither of which are certain without prayer. 


But this duty is more than general.  We are under a special obligation to pray for our children and for a couple of reasons:


1.
We have destroyed them by original sin.  I do not know how original sin and its damning effects are passed from generation to generation.  But I do know that it is and that it is transmitted by the father.  And he who has poisoned his children has the strongest motive to pray for their healing.



a.
Richard Mather pictured lost children facing their parents on the day of judgment:  All this we suffer because of you: you should have taught us the things of God and did not, you should have restrained us from sin and corrected us and you did not; you should have prayed for us and did not.  You were the means of our original corruption and guiltiness, and yet you never showed any concern that we might be delivered from it, from you we did receive it, by your neglect we have continued in it, and now we are damned for it.  Woe to us that we had such carnal and careless parents, and woe to you that you had no more compassion and pity to prevent the everlasting misery of your own children".      


2.
We have hastened their destruction by our actual sin.  We have set bad examples for them.  We have provoked them to wrath.  We have spared the rod.  We have misapplied the Law.  We have forgotten the Gospel.  In doing these things, we have hastened their destruction.  And in so doing, we come under special obligation to pray for their recovery.  



a.
As a young man John Newton took pleasure in overthrowing the faith of ignorant and unstable Christians.  But when he was converted, he made a special effort to reach for Christ those he had turned away from the Savior.  



b.
Considering how much harm we have done to our children, we ought to compensate for it as much as possible by praying earnestly for their souls.


How then, are we to pray for our children?  


1.
We are to pray for them privately.  Jesus said, "And you, when you pray, go into your closet, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father in secret, and your Father, who sees in secret will reward you openly".  


2.
We are to pray for them in their presence.  C.H. Spurgeon described the prayers of his pious mother.  "I cannot tell how much I owe to the solemn words of my good mother.  I remember on one occasion of her praying thus: `Now, Lord, if my children go on in their sins, it will not be from ignorance that they perish, and my soul must bear a swift witness against them on the day of judgment if they lay not hold of Christ'.  That thought of my mother bearing swift witness against me pierced my conscience.  How can I ever forget when she bowed her knee, and with her arms around my neck, prayed, `O that my son my live before Thee!'"


3.
We ought to pray for them continually.  This is what Job did for his children, dare we do any less?  Consider the untold dangers facing them both physical and moral.  Can they risk a day without your prayers?  Even an hour?  Your children ought to be prayed for in your every prayer: those morning and evening devotions, those ejaculatory prayers you offer throughout the day, your times of family worship.  When it comes to your children, dear parents, "Pray without ceasing".  


4.
We ought to pray for them sacrificially.  Job was like many fathers today: busy!  He had a wife, ten children, and a myriad of business affairs.  He did not have time to pray for his children.  And so, what did he do?  He made time.  He sacrificed an hour or two of sleep to pray for his children.  And thus our text tells us that he would "rise early in the morning and offer burnt offerings according to the number of them".  



a.
This is highly instructive.  For a "burnt offering" required a good deal of time.  The beast had to be killed and dressed.  The fire (before matches) must be lit and kindled.  And he would do it, not for all of his children--but for each of them.  He had to get up early enough to repeat this process ten times a day!  Yet so precious were his children, that he would submit to this early morning discipline.  



b.
What a scandal!  Fathers will work two jobs to fill their children's bellies, but can't find time to pray for their souls.  



c.
I know some of you men work impossible hours.  But not all of you do.  And some, I fear, spend way too much time in front of the television, or in the shop, or plopped down in your easy chair.  These wasted hours ought to be redeemed.  And there is no better way to spend your time than in earnest prayer for your children.  


What hinders us from praying for our children?  Several things:


1.
A bad conscience.  "If I regard iniquity in my heart, the LORD will not hear me".  You cannot pray with a bad conscience.  Therefore, as long as you have it, you cannot pray for your children.  If something is interrupting your communion with God, therefore, you are doing incalculable damage--not only to yourself, but to your children as well. 


2.
A bad relationship with your children.  It is impossible to pray for someone and resent him at the same time.  If you have allowed tension to build up between you and your children, therefore, you are not praying for them, at least not effectively.  I would urge you, therefore, to "first be reconciled to your (child) and then go and offer your gift on the altar".  


3.
A neglect of Scripture.  We pray chiefly for spiritual things.  But spiritual things are invisible--and therefore, easy to forget.  The Scripture brings them to our remembrance.  But not as it collects dust on the bookshelf, but only as it is read.  One who neglects the Bible, therefore, will necessarily lack in his prayers for his children.  


4.
The setting of a bad example.  If a parent, for example, is missing church, he feels "funny" in praying for his children to go more consistently.  Until he is practicing what he prays, he feels uncomfortable praying at all.  And so, he doesn't, at least not sincerely.  


And so, we fathers need to effect major changes in our lives if we are to pray more diligently for our children.  


Finally, let me encourage you to pray more earnestly for your children:


1.
Remember that your children are born lost, wicked, and exposed to the wrath of God.  Thus, they need your prayers.


2.
Remember that your children can be saved.  Thus there is hope in your prayers--no matter how hardened they have become.  


3.
Remember that your children can only be saved by God.  And therefore, you ought to be talking to Him about it--a lot!


4.
Remember that God ordinarily saves in answer to prayer.  If you do not pray for your children, therefore, you have no reason to believe that God will save them.  He might.  But you have no reason to expect it, and little reason to even hope.  For the Word is plain: "You have not because you ask not".


And so, dear men, I beseech you to take your fatherly responsibilities more seriously.  You have many things to do--of that I am sure.  But in doing these many things, please do not forget "the one thing needful".  Your children need many things from you.  But what they need most is your prayers.  


May we all bequeath our children this most precious of inheritances.  Amen.  

