TEXT: Job 13:20-21PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Sufferings


Job is in unspeakable grief.  His body is smitten by a leprosy, filling him with sores "from the crown of his head to the soles of his feet".  This plague has so disfigured the poor man that his closest friends are unable to recognize him.  He is sitting on a dunghill, scratching himself with broken pottery.  


But his physical pain is only matched by his mental anguish.  His vast wealth is lost in an hour.  His ten children killed by a windstorm.  His wife is urging him to "curse God and die".  And his friends, intending to help him, only aggravate his condition.  "Miserable comforters are you all!" his shouts against them.  He has become so contemptible that even children have come to "spit in his face".  

 His sufferings are so awful, in fact, that he prefers "strangling, and death rather than life".


These torments of body and soul produce many fears in Job.  Fear of the past.  Fear of the future.  Fear of company.  Fear of isolation.  He was afraid to live.  And he was afraid to die.  


But of his many fears, which--do you suppose--he feared most?  Which would most frighten you?


--More bodily sufferings?  


--More financial setbacks?


--More public shame?


--More bereavements?


Who could argue with any of these?  They are all dreadful afflictions.  But none of them scared Job as much as something else.  Something more ghastly still.  And what is it?  Job tells us.  In his prayer to God, he seeks only two mercies.  "Only two things do not do to me..."


1.
"Withdraw Your hand from me", and


2.
"Let not the dread of You make me afraid".  


Let's briefly analyze these two requests.  He most fears being deserted by God and becoming His enemy".  Thus the thing that most terrifes Job-- even beyond leprosy or the death of his children--is this: "Losing communion with God".


He would bear up under any loss, if only he might stay in fellowship with his Savior.    


But why is this?  Why did he shudder at this thought more than anything--or everything else?


The answer seems obvious: God's presence and friendship are Job's most precious possessions.   And so, he would choose leprosy over a bad conscience.  He would prefer the loss of his children to the interruption of his communion with God!  "Though He slay me--he exclaimed--yet will I trust Him".  


Thus, to Job's way of thinking, "In (God's) presence is the fulness of joy--at His right hand are pleasures forever more".  Hence, all the world--and its countless blessings--are nothing in comparison to His fellowship with God. 


"One thing have I desired of the LORD, that I will seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in His temple".   


This priority--as you have no doubt surmised--had a practical effect on Job's life.  For if he were to follow it, he must have:


1.
Been given over to the Word of God.  To how much revelation he had access, we cannot say.  Whether he had part of the Bible, we don't know.  Whether he followed the oral traditions, we can't say.  Whether he received special revelations, we're unsure.  But we can say this much: whatever Word he had (be it much or little), he chirished it!  "I have esteemed the words of His mouth more than my necessary food".  


2.
He must also have been devoted to prayer.  For a "one-way" relationship cannot be sustained for long.  And thus we read of his prayers, "this Job did continually".  But even more remarkable is how, amid all his sufferings, he never lost touch with God.  He reeled and he staggered.  He roared and he wept.  But he never stopped praying.  His speeches were more directed to God than to his friends.  Job, therefore, kept up his fellowship with God by prayer. 


3.
He also strove to keep his conscience void of offense toward God and man.  Of God he could honestly say, "My foot has held fast to His steps; I have kept His way and not turned aside.  I have not departed from the words of His lips".  Toward his fellow man, he might say without fear of contradicition, "I was eyes to the blind, and I was feet to the lame".


4.
He would maintain a lively and vigorous faith and hope.  He would not, in other words, allow circumstances to dictate his graces.  "I know my Redeemer lives, and that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth and yet after skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God".  


In short, this priority--to maintain his communion with God at whatever cost--is what made Job the man he was, "perfect, one who feared God and eschewed evil". 


And the same is true of you.  If your priority in life is to fellowship with God, then His approval will be your chief desire and His disapproval, your gravest fear.  


But this is only true if communion with God is your first priority, and not just "near the top". 


Religion has been defined as "One's ultimate concern".  Whatever you are chiefly interested in, in other words, is your religion.  Whether it goes by that name or not.  


The unbeliever and hypocrite's "ultimate concern" may be any number of things, many of which are good.  Things like family, work, and church included.  And so, to these things he will commit himself.   


But the Christian's "ultimate concern" is  communion with God.  "Whom have I in heaven but You?  And there is none upon the earth that I desire beside You."


And to it, he will be remarkably consistent.  Not perfect to be sure.  But consistent nonetheless.  And if this is his top priority, then two things will be sure to follow:


1.
He will (generally) rid himself of those things which interrupt his communion with God.  And what are these things?  To name a few:



a.
Unconfessed sin.  "If I regard iniquity in my heart, the LORD will not hear me".



b.
Stubbornness against any known duty.  "He who turns away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be an abomination".  



c.
Bad companionship.  "Be not unequally yoked together with unbelivers, for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness?  And what communion hath light with darkness?"  



c.
Personal grudges.  "Threfore, if you bring your gift to the altar and there remember that your brother has ought against you, leave your gift before the altar, and go your way.  First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift."



d.
Legitimate, but personally hurtful, pleasures.  "All things are lawful to me but all things are not expedient.  All things are lawful, but I will not be brought into bondage to any". 




1.
Television is not sinful for everyone.  But it may be for you.  If you find yourself watching more than you ought to...or the wrong things on it, then it has interrrupted your fellowship with God--and ought to be gotten rid of!  




2.
Sports are not wrong for everyone.  But they may be for you.  If you find yourself spending too much time, too much money, or paying too much attention to them, then they too have disrupted your communion with God and ought to be renounced.




3.
Work is certainly not wrong.  It is commanded by God.  But your work may be wrong for you.  If it keeps you away from home so that you become a stranger to your children...if he keeps you so busy as to allow no time for prayer or Bible-reading...if it consistently keeps you away from church, then it interferes with your communion with God, and ought to be changed. 


2.
He will also pursue those things conducive to fellowship with God.  And they are, of course, the means of grace.  Prayer, Bible-reading, singing, family worship, Christian fellowship, church-going, and the like.   


And so Job became the man he was by getting his priorities straight. Communion with God first.  Everything else second.  And if we would live as he did, we must do the same.  May God grant us such a prioritty, for Christ's sake.  Amen.  

