TEXT: John 17:1-5PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: The Lord's Prayer #1: The Prayer for Himself


I hope this evening to begin a short study of this, our Lord's greatest prayer.  It was recorded, like the rest of John's Gospel, to make us "believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God".  And, as a result, to provide us "life in His name".  J.A. Bengel called this prayer "The most remarkable portion of the most remarkable book in the world".  He was right.  Nowhere else does the glory of Jesus Christ shine with an equal brightness and clarity.  May God give us eyes to see it, hearts to feel it, and knees to bow before it.  


The prayer may be divided into three interlocking parts corresponding to the objects for which Christ is praying.  In vv.1-5, He prays for Himself; in vv.6-19, He prays for the disciples; in vv.20ff., He prays for all believers.  Let's look at each in turn, beginning, of course, with tonight's topic: The Lord prays for Himself.


The prayer is introduced in v.1a: "Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: `Father, the hour has come...'"  The mood is set.  Our Lord has just predicted the suffering that awaits Him and the glory that is sure to follow.  Looking heavenward, He invokes the Sacred Name: "Father"--a word brimming with reverence and intimacy.  "The hour has come".  What hour?  Not the crucifixion, but the renunion that awaits Father and Son in the world to come.  The next 18 hours will be exquisitely painful for our Lord; but He's not despairing, for just beyond the cross lies a "joy unspeakable and full of glory". 


The request, v.1b: "Glorify Your Son".  To "glorify" means "to bring praise or honor".  Our Lord wants His Father to "give Him the glory due His name".  What does this mean?  It means to exalt Him.  To fullfill the prophetic Word in raising Him from the dead, in lifting Him to heaven, in seating Him at His right Hand, and appointing Him Judge on the Last Day.  Only in doing this will God glorify His Son.  


This seems out of character, doesn't it?  We haven't heard the Savior pray in this way before.  He's asking for personal glory; this seems a bit unbecoming of Him.  


And so it would be, if the purpose for the request wasn't forthcoming.  But, of course, it is--in the last phrase of v.1: "...that Your Son may also glorify You".   The prayer is free of self-interest.  Christ wants something; He wants it badly.  But it's not for Himself that He wants it.  He wants glory so that He might glorify God.  If the Father grants the sacred wish, then-

-and only then, will it be sung


"The glory Lord from first to last,


is due to Thee alone". 


The Lord's great prayer is of one piece with His whole life.  At all times, He sought the glory of God alone.  Early on, He spoke of His single-eyed devotion: "I seek not My own will, but the will of My Father who has sent Me".  It never wavered.  Near the end, he remarked: "Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say?  `Father, save Me from this hour?'  But for this purpose I came to this hour.  `Father, glorify Your Name.'".  The glory of God was our Savior's sole pursuit.  


This (by the way) explains how He did so much so well.  He wasn't distracted by personal concerns.  Ease, reputation, wealth, and so on, weren't factors in His equation.  Therefore, He was free to do "the one thing needful": To glorify God.


The Lord wants His Father to "glorify Him" that He might return the favor and bring glory to His Father.  This is a good request--to be sure.  But why should the Father grant it?  Vv.2-4 give the reasons


The Lord Jesus would glorify God in a unique way.  He tells us how in v.2: "as You have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as you have given Him".  

