TEXT: I Peter 1:22-25

SUBJECT: Love One Another

WHAT WE ARE, V.22a


Before Peter gets to his command to love one another, he reminds us of who we are and who the others are we are to love.  He says we are people who have…

“Purified our souls”.  


Believers in Christ are pure souls.  We are not polluted and dirty and grimy and stinking to the high heavens!  We’re clean.  The words make us squirm—there’s a hint of self-righteousness in them, we think.  We don’t want to be like the proud men of Proverbs 30:12:

“There is a generation that is pure in its own eyes, yet is not washed from its filthiness”.  


Are believers pure in their own eyes?  Are we like the hypocrites who say, “Stand back, I am holier than thou!” or the Pharisees who “Trusted in themselves that they were righteous and despised others”?  


No, we’re not—we’re not pure in our own eyes: we’re pure in God’s eyes!  Paul says,

“Now we are washed, we are sanctified, we are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God” (I Corinthians 6:11). 

In another place, he says the mercy of God has given us,

“The washing of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Spirit”  (Titus 3:5).


Peter chimes in, too: A few verses down, he says:

“You are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a special people…”(I Peter 2:9a). 


The verse is steeped in the history of Israel and the imagery of the Old Testament.  To minister to God under the Mosaic Covenant demanded cleanness—ritual baths must be taken, pollutions must be stayed away from: the minister of the Lord must be pure!  And Peter says what Israel was not, we are!  


Believers are pure—not perfect, of course, but pure, clean, washed in the blood of the Lamb.  


This provides a double incentive to love one another:


First of all, if I’m a pure man, I will be loving because love is a fruit of purity and the things contrary to love are all dirty!  Think of envy and pride and malice and impatience.  Is there anything clean in these things?  No, they’re dirty and so, a pure man ought to stay clear of them!


Secondly, the ones I’m called on to love are loveable—because they, too, are clean.  The church is not a homeless shelter  where everyone stinks!   No, it is a bathhouse where everyone has been washed.  


Believers are not perfect, not sinless, not even mature (in most cases), but we are pure—all Christians are from the newest convert to the saint nearest heaven.

HOW WE BECAME PURE, V.22B


Having told us what we are, Peter goes on to explain how we got that way.  

Are the Elect pure from the foundation of the world?  Are we pure from birth?  No, we’re not.  We are chosen for salvation before the world was, but we are not saved in eternity!  


We become pure at a point in time: “You have purified your souls by obeying the truth”.  


What truth?  It is the Gospel.  Obeying the Gospel is just another way of saying believing in Christ.  At that time in their lives, these scattered Jews became the People of God—they became what the Pharisees claimed to be, but were not: the pure ones.  


This means you can be clean!  No matter how dirty your secret life is!  You can be clean—right now—through putting your faith in Jesus Christ.  


The wording of our verse makes us feel a tad uncomfortable.  We do not believe that sinners save themselves or help God save them!  We know the Calvinist proof texts—Jonah 2:9, Romans 9:16, Ephesians 2:8-9, John 1:11-13.  


But piling up verses on the other side does not change what our verse says: You purified yourselves…”


How do we understand this?  First of all, we have to admit: it is in the Bible and cannot be overlooked or explained away.  Secondly, we cannot force it to fit our system of theology—No, theology has to fit the Bible and not the other way around!   Thirdly, we cannot allow it to deny the Bible doctrine of God’s sovereignty in salvation.


So, what do we do?  We accept both teachings and try to fit them together in such as way as to do violence to neither one.  Here’s my solution: maybe you can do better, but I find it satisfying:


Both God and man are engaged in the work of salvation.  God gives the man a new heart and with it, man turns to God in repentance and faith.  Thus, we do not save ourselves and we are not hit with salvation the way a man is hit with a bolt of lightning!  Even though we are active in our salvation, God gets all the glory because our actions are solely the results of His Grace.  In other words,

“We love Him because He first loved us”. 

This is confirmed by the words, “through the Spirit”.  That is, they obeyed the truth—they obeyed, not God—but they didn’t muster the power to do it themselves, but God’s Spirit gave it to them!   


This also promotes brotherly love in that, the one I’m called to love believes the same truth I do.  The things that unite Christians are far more in number—and importance—than the things that divide us!  All of us—including the nutjobs—agree on the one thing needful: we all believe the Gospel and have purified our souls in obeying its truth.  

HOW WE KNOW WE’RE PURE, V.22c


Peter seems sure his readers are pure.  How does he know that.  As far as we know, he never met any of them—and certainly didn’t know many of them well.  Yet he has full confidence that they are true Christians.  How can he be so sure?  


It’s very simple: he knows they are Christians because their faith produced a sincere love of the brethren. 


This is something we ought to think about: think about long and hard.  Brotherly love is not a mark of maturity so much as it is a mark of conversion!   Peter doesn’t assume they’ll grow in grace for twenty or thirty years and then begin making some headway on loving one another. 


He sees it as one of the first signs of new life in Christ.  


Thus, in urging us to love one another, Peter is not telling us to do some new thing, but to keep up the good work and do it better!  

THE COMMAND, V.22d


At last we come to the command: Love one another fervently with a pure heart.  


Three things characterize our love: First, it is brotherly—it is for one another.  Everyone in the world has a claim on your love: your neighbor and your enemy, for example.  But fellow believers have a special right to it.


Do you meet your obligations?  Paul said, “Owe no man anything, but to love one another”.   Most Americans have turned the saying inside-out: they are in debt to everyone and the only debt the will not pay is the debt of love they owe other Christians!


Many verses teach the same thing: I Peter 2:17b, John 13:34, I Peter 4:8.  


Secondly, our love for each other is to be fervent.  The word means to stretch out!  It stands for effort, reaching forward, pressing for the mark, something like that.  It is not a love that is summed up in formal courtesy or a friendly smile now and then.  No, it’s a love that is at pains to help other people.  It’s willing to: spend time with others, help them financially, talk sharply to them if needed, and be good to them even when the love is not mutual.  


Thirdly, our love is to be from the heart.  This rounds out the picture: if fervent means love reaches out, heart means the open hand is sincere.  Love is generous—from the inside out.  

AN ENCOURAGEMENT,VV. 23-25


Does brotherly love sound hard to you?  It sure does to me.  It involves a lot of time I do not have; it takes money I cannot spare; it makes me deal with people who get on my nerves!  


Peter knows this: and he gives us an encouragement to love each other, 

“Having been born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, through the Word of God which lives and abides forever”.  


By nature, I am selfish and impatient, and uncaring.  I don’t wish ill on others, but I’d like them to leave me alone.  That means—by nature—I cannot love one another fervently from a pure heart.


But that’s all right, for God has done something with me.  He has given me a new birth through His Word.  Thus, I am not my old self, I am my new self—a self re-made in the Image of God—not perfectly, but truly remade.  


The Word is alive in the believer’s soul.  And this is Peter’s point—that Word cannot die!  Which means our love for one another cannot die.  


Other things must die: flesh is like grass, the glory of man is like the flower—they all wither away and die!  But the Word does not die.  That Word is in me urging me to love others and I will—not because I’m so kind or disciplined, but because the Word is Almighty and Eternal.  


And what Word is that?  It’s the Gospel.  


This means the Gospel that gave you life in the first place, will sustain that life and make it grow within you.  You and others will see that Inner Life in works of brotherly love.  


And so: Love one another.    

