TEXT: Matthew 26:28PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Lord's Supper


The Lord's Supper recalls a blessing and lays down a challenge.  The blessing is forgiveness; the challenge is forgiving.  


The believer in Christ is forgiven.  The forgiveness is deep, covering his worst sins.  The forgiveness is wide, covering all of his sins.  The forgiveness is free, granted without him deserving it.  The forgiveness is permanent, his sins never brought up again.  The forgiveness is costly, provided by a supreme act of self-sacrifice.  


How blessed we are in recalling the words: "This is the blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for many, for the remission of sins.  


The believer in Christ is forgiving.  Freely we have received forgiveness, freely we must give it to others.  What we give is modelled upon what we received.  


We are to forgive others deeply.  Did our Lord forgive His executioners?  If so, we're to forgive those who have done us wrong--willfully, maliciously wrong.  Have your children broken your heart?  Has your spouse made you life an living hell?  Has a friend betrayed you?  Have your parents left scars on your soul?  They must be forgiven.  Their deepest wrongs are to be forgiven them because our deeper wrongs have been forgiven us.


We are to forgive others widely.  Did our Lord overlook His friends' countless little wrongs?  How they would have gnawed away at a lesser soul--the little things: their silly doubts, their hasty words, their juvenile actions.   Yet He didn't succumb to aggravation or grow weary of them.  "Jesus, having loved His own who were in the world, loved them to the end".  He loved them--to borrow from Oliver Cromwell:


"...with all these roughnesses, pimples, warts, and everything [He] sees in [us]."

The accumulation of little wrongs often produce bitterness and a grudging spirit.  They must not because the Savior has forgiven our little wrongs.  


We are to forgive others freely.  Did our Lord come to call the righteous?  Or was it sinners to repentance?  It was sinners "Jesus came to call".  What is a sinner?  However we should answer that question, this much is clear: He is someone who doesn't deserve forgiveness.   Yet it is given to him.  Not bought or earned or merited, but given "without money and without price".  We're to forgive others just as freely.  This means--negatively--to not harbor ill thoughts toward them; positively--it means we're to do our best to make things right, and, failing that, to remain open to their least overture.  


We are to forgive others permanently.  Our Lord is said to "Remember [our] sins no more".  His forgetfulness--unlike our own--is not the result of senility, but the product of love.  The all-knowing God chose to forget our sins.  Dare we do any less?  Shall He "Cast all our sins into the depth of the sea", and we remain anxious to dig up the sins of others?  I submit to you: If sins are not forgotten, they are not forgiven.  They're but laid aside for tactical reasons.  


We are to forgive others at great personal cost.  Our forgiveness cost Jesus Christ dearly.  He paid for it with His own "precious blood".  Forgiving others is also costly.  It demands nothing less than "denying yourself, taking up your cross daily, and following Christ".  


Forgiving others is the challenge of the Lord's Supper.  Who's up to it?  May the Lord make us "willing in the day of His power".  Amen.  

