TEXT: Philippians 2:5-11PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Empty Yourself


This is the Bible's fullest and most important doctrinal summary.  It's importance lies in the topic--Jesus Christ.  Christians sometimes confuse what's primary with what's secondary.  We tie ourselves up in knots over Church Government, the Mode of Baptism, or the Sabbath.  


But heretics never do!  They don't fool with these things, but go to the heart of the matter.  Heretics always attack the Person of Jesus Christ.  Why?  Because they know if they Christ that from us, we've got nothing else.   


The Person of Christ is a non-negotiable doctrine.  John the Apostle says so, calling false teachers on this subject "Deceivers and Antichrists".  


It's of Primary Importance.  


This is the fullest exposition of the doctrine.  It takes our Lord from before the Incarnation, into His states of Humiliation and Exaltation.  It pretty much covers everything we need to know about the Lord Jesus Christ.  


Now, let's get to it.  

DEITY


v.6 provides His true identity.  "...Who, being in the form of God".  


"Form" is a technical term; it means the essence of something--or what stands behind the visible.  


When most people saw the Lord Jesus, they saw an ordinary Man--eating, drinking, sleeping, talking, and so on.  Others, though, got a deeper view of Him.  They called Him "A Prophet mighty in word and deed".  


As far as they went, they were both right.  Our Lord was an ordinary Man; He was also the Greatest of Prophets.  But He was more than these.  "In the form of God" means Divine.  Not godlike, but fully Divine.  The Nicene Creed calls Him, "Very God of very God".  


When did our Lord become Divine?  He never became Divine.  The language of our text and the Theology of the Bible teach us that our Lord was always God.  


John 1:1-2,14 make the same point with great beauty and power.  


In other words, like you and I, Christ was born in time.  But unlike us, He never came into existence.  He is eternal.  

"Before Abraham was, I AM".  


Jesus Christ eternally God.  The Shorter Catechism says,


"There are three Persons in the Godhead--the Father, the Son, and Holy Ghost--and these Three are One God, the same in Essence, equal in power and glory". 

HUMANITY


Having told us what Christ is, Paul goes on to tell us what He became, vv.7ff.  He "Made Himself" into Something.  He became human.  Not, "like a man", but as Human as you and I are.  The Creed calls Him, "Very Man of very Man".  

This is a great Mystery.  But somehow or other, the Son of God joined a human nature to His Divine Nature.  In other words, He didn't become a "Deified Man" or a "Humanized God", but He became--in One Person--the GodMan.  


The Soldier was right when he said, 

"Truly, this was a Righteous Man".


And his friend was no less right when he confessed,



"Truly, this was the Son of God".  

So, Jesus Christ is both God and Man.  Not half-God and half-Man, but fully Divine and completely Human.  

HUMILIATION


This is good doctrine, but I'm a little off the subject.  The subject here is not "Christ became a Man"--but rather, What kind of Man He became.  

Paul fills us in.  Our Lord is the sort of Man who


1.
"Makes Himself no reputation".  He discarded the honors of heaven for the shame and ridicule of earth.  That's the kind of Man our Lord is.  The One whom Angels cannot look upon became a Man from "Whom we hid, as it were, our faces".  No reputation!


2.
"Takes upon Himself the form of a servant".  The One who commanded the Heavenly Hosts lowers Himself to wash the feet of His disciples.  Cf. Matthew 20:28.  Form of a Servant!


3.
"Humbled Himself and became obedient to death, even the death of the cross". He submitted to the Will of God in all it's agonizing detail.  Peter called that Law "A yoke which neither we nor our fathers could bear".  Yet the Lord Jesus did just that--bore the brunt of God's Law and suffered it's deadly curses in the place of His people. 


And so, what sort of Man is Jesus Christ?  He's the humblest Man; the Man readiest to serve and least likely to complain.  In short, He is "Meek and lowly of heart".  

EXALTATION


Did His meekness pay off?  Sure it did.  Both for us--and for Christ!  God acknowledged His willing sacrifice of Himself and amply rewarded Him for His troubles!  He


"Exalted Him and gave Him a name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus, every knee should bow, of things in heaven and of things on earth, and of things under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father".  

These words describe our Lord's Exaltation!  His Resurrection from the Dead; His Ascension to God's Right Hand; His Present Session in Glory; and His return as Judge of the Living and the Dead.  


Jesus Christ lost nothing by His step down into our world, but gained everything God could confer upon Him.  


There you have it: The finest doctrinal summary in the Bible.  

THE MESSAGE


  Or, is it?  No it's not.  The fact of the matter is, these great doctrines are merely used to illustrate an ethical duty.  Verses 5ff. just tell us why we ought to obey Verses 3-4.  


V.3a is a prohibition: 

"Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit".  


Then we have an exhortation: 


"But in lowliness of mind, let each esteem others better than himself.  Let each of you look out, not only from his own interests, but also for the interests of others.

Why should you put others first?  Because Christ put others first!  


Let's not leave it at the fuzzy, unspecified "others".  Are you putting your spouse before yourself?  Are you putting your kids/parents before yourself?  Kids, are you putting your brothers/sisters before yourself?  Are you putting the unity of the Church before your own desires?  Are you putting the needs of the lost before your own comfort?  


You ought to be doing these things because your Savior did them.  At the Passover--when our Lord knew His time was short--


"Jesus, having loved His own


who were in the world,


Loved them to the end". 


If you put others first, will you end up the loser?  Look at Christ--at God's Right Hand--and you'll know better.  Cf. Matthew 16:25.  


The Incarnation is not only a true doctrine; it's a true ethic.  If it teaches us anything at all, it teaches us to put others first.  

THE RESULTS


What will happen if we do?  The first two verses make that clear.  Putting others first will result in Church Unity--"Having the same love, [we'll] be of one accord, of one mind".  


What the firmest Church discipline cannot do, "Lowliness of mind" can do!  Where the best pastoral oversight fails, "the mind of Christ" succeeds.  

EPILOGUE


This Scripture is central to the Kenotic Controversy.  "Kenosis" is the Greek word for "emptied"--Christ "emptied Himself" says v.7.  


Good and smart men have long argued as to just what our Lord emptied Himself of.  That doctrine is worth discussing, but not from this passage!  For the point of this Scripture is not "What did Christ empty Himself of at the Incarnation"? 


But something a lot more practical: Here's what to empty yourself of!  "Selfish ambition and conceit".  

CLOSE


Brothers and Sisters, let us admire the Humiliation of our Lord Jesus Christ.  But don't stop there.  Let's go on to imitate it.  God bless you, everyone.  Amen.   

