TEXT: I Corinthians 5:8PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Children's Sermon: Believer's Death


Children,


Two months ago, I talked about starting the Christian life.  That begins when you are converted. In conversion, God changes you from a sinner into a saint.  He does this--not magically--but through repentance and faith.  If you're not saved right now, you must be sorry for your sins and trust Jesus Christ for your salvation.  That's where the Christian life starts.  


Last month, I talked about where it went from there.  Once you're converted, you must live a holy life.  This takes work on your part.  And more than that, it takes God's work in your soul. Are you trying to be holy?  Is the Lord changing your life?  If so, I'm glad.  But if not, please remember: "Without holiness, no one will see the Lord".  A man named Richard Anderson wrote a book called No Holiness No Heaven.  Is he right?  Yes he is.  You cannot be perfect, but you must become holy.  


Today, we look at the next step in the believer's salvation.  It starts with conversion, moves on to holiness, and then goes... where?  


Death.  If you're a Christian, your next big change will be at the time you die.  That may be in eighty years; it may be in five minutes.  I don't know when you'll die; nobody does.  But if you're a believer, I can tell you what will happen when you die.

DEATH


Before I do, though, let me tell you what death is.  Death means "separation".  When you die, your soul or spirit leaves your body.  The two, that are together now, will then be separated.

THE BODY


What happens to the believer's body when he dies?  Ecclesiastes 12:7 tells us:


"Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will return to God who gave it".  


In America, most dead bodies are buried.  They lie in the grave for a long time until they disintegrate.  If you dug up an old grave, you wouldn't find a body in it, but dust or ashes or dirt--something like that.   


This is a scary and gross thought, isn't it?  That your body will one day decompose or fall apart and eventually become dirt.


Unless the Lord comes soon, that will happen to my body.  And yours.  


But for the believer, that's not all.  Do you know that believers have fellowship with Jesus Christ in soul and body?  That's true.  And, although our bodies will one day be buried in the ground, they remain in fellowship with Him!  


God made our bodies and His Son redeemed them.  Our bodies, then, are precious to the Lord.  Right now, the bodies of dead believers are "Sleeping in Jesus" (I Thessalonians 4:14).  We can't wake them up, doctors can't either.  But one day, the Lord Jesus Christ will wake them up!  Unlike sleepy heads who can't get up in the morning, these dead bodies will jump out of their graves to meet the Savior!  


Some people think that cannot happen.  But the Bible says, "With God, all things are possible".  And "Nothing is too hard for the Lord".

God is keeping a sharp eye on every ash or every grain of dust on every molecule and atom.  One day, He'll put them all together again.  


Job expected that.  


"I know my Redeemer lives...and after the skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh I shall see God" (Job 19:25-26).  


If you're a believer in Christ, you can hope for the same.  And know it will come true.  

THE SOUL


That's what happens to the body.  It's buried and returns to the dust.  But what about the soul or spirit?  You know, of course, that there's more to you than what I can see.  I can see your face and hands and feet.  Doctors can take an x-ray and see your lungs and heart and pancreas, too.  But there's more to you than these things too.  


Each person has not only a body but a soul or a spirit.  That includes your mind, your feelings, your personality, and so on.  


Some very smart people say there is no soul.  But Jesus Christ is smarter than they are--and He says there is!  Once He warned us, 


"Do not fear those who can kill the body but are not able to kill the soul.  But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both body and soul in hell" (Matthew 10:28).   


What does a soul look like?  It doesn't look like anything...it's invisible!   But though you can't see it, it is real and alive.

HEAVEN


What happens to the spirit when the believer dies?  It goes to heaven.  "To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord".

"Lord" means Jesus Christ.  Where is He?  He is in heaven.  To be "present with Him" means to be in heaven.  


Heaven is sometimes called "Abraham's bosom" and "Paradise".  These are different words, but they refer to the same place.  Think about these words:


"Abraham's bosom" sounds weird to us.  But it didn't sound that way to the people who first heard it.  They were the Jews.  Abraham was their father.  To go to his "bosom", therefore, meant to go home!  This world was not their true home.  They would live here like visitors and then go back to where they belonged.  


"Paradise" makes you think of the Garden of Eden.  A place of great beauty and without sin, fighting, sickness, death, and other bad things.  

WHEN 


When does the believer's soul go to heaven?  The moment he dies.  "To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord".  


Do you remember the thief on the cross?  He asked the Lord to remember him when He came into His kingdom.  What did the Lord say?  "Yes I will in a thousand years"?  No, He didn't say that; He said, "Today, you will be with Me in paradise".  Not when the resurrection occurs; not after a million years of purgatory.  But that very day!  


When Stephen died, he saw "The heavens open and the Son of Man standing on the Right Hand of God".  You know why the Lord was standing up?  To welcome His friend to glory.  

HOW LONG


Once you get to heaven, do you know how long you stay there?  Forever.  Adam and Eve were run out of their Paradise, but we won't be run out of ours!  They could sin in their Paradise, we can't sin in ours.  And so we'll be "Forever with the Lord".  

WHAT HAPPENS TO US IN HEAVEN?


What becomes of believers when they go to heaven?  Do they become angels?  Some people think so, but that's not true.  Do they become gods?  No.  Two wonderful things occur:


We are made holy.  Hebrews 12:23 calls heaven a place where "the spirits of just men are made perfect".  This means every sin is taken away from you.  All pride, stubbornness, anger, and selfishness.  These bad things are replaced by good things like great love and peace.    


The holiest man in the world is still a sinner.  But nobody in heaven is.  This doesn't make you less than you are now, but more, so much more!  


That's what happens to believers in heaven.


We are also made happy. The Bible says some things are "passed away" in heaven--no more of them!  What are they?

Here's some: "Death, sorrow, crying, pain" (Revelation 21:4).


Wouldn't it be wonderful to live in a world where no one died?  Where no one got sick?  Where no one was excluded?  Where no one scraped his knee or bit his tongue?  Or flunked a test?  Or got left out of a part?  That would be a great place to be!  There is such a place.  Heaven.  


But not only are sad things kept out of heaven, but there's something there that will make you happier than you can possibly imagine.  What is it?  God!  Psalm 16:11.  

WHO CAN?


Who can go to heaven?  Anybody can.  An old lady can go to heaven; a little boy; a middle-aged man; a teenage girl.  Heaven is open to everyone.  And that means heaven is open to you.  


God isn't rude or stingy.  He invites everyone to join Him in heaven.  Revelation 22:17:


"The Spirit and the bride say `Come'.  And let him who hears say `Come'.  And whoever wants to, let him take the water of life freely".
WHO WILL?


Everyone can go to heaven.  But not everyone will.  Only people who repent of their sins and believe in Jesus Christ will go to heaven.  


Have you done that?  If you have, you will go to heaven when you die.  If you don't, you will die, but you won't go to heaven.  So why not trust Christ now?  You've got nothing to lose.  And heaven to win.  

CLOSE


For the believer in Christ, death is a sad thing.  The Lord cried over His dead friend and we cry too.  But though death is a bad thing, what's after death is a wonderful thing!  


But only for the believer.  For him or her to be away from the body is to be with the Lord.  

