TEXT: Acts 4:23-28PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Arminianism


Arminians and Calvinists are more alike than you might think.  Their resemblance is especially marked on the point of Christ's Lordship.  "Is Christ already the Lord or must we make Him Lord?"  That is the question.


When it comes to personal salvation, the Arminian adopts the second opinion.  When counselling a believing, but disobedient friend, he says, "Look, brother, you've accepted Jesus as Savior--now make Him your Lord".  His doctrine is basically this: When God exalted Christ, He made Him a possible Lord, available to all who would submit to His royal claims.


But the Calvinist disagrees.  He'd say, "You needn't make Jesus your Lord, God has already done it".  "Jesus is Lord"--not "may be Lord, if only you accept Him".  


And so, when it comes to personal salvation, the Calvinist totally rejects the Arminian doctrine of Christ's "two-stage Lordship"--theoretical in His exaltation, concrete if and when you accede to it.  


But when it comes to the areas of social and political thought, Calvinists often adopt the very principles they so detest in their Arminian counterparts.  They tend to believe that "Christ exercises His Lordship--only as we elect the right men and pass the right laws".  In other words, we believe that Christ is "The Prince of the Kings of the Earth"--if we have a conservative President; if we have a pro-life Court; and if our social legislation is sailing through Congress.  


But the Scripture before us puts the lie to such thinking.  It tells us that a conspiracy of evil men put Christ to death.  A brutal Herod, a cowardly Pilate, an unbelieving Sanhedrin, a raging mob and a apathetic soldier murdered the Son of God.  


Yet what are the Apostles doing?  Are they wringing their hands?  Plotting revolution?  Resigning themselves to a bitter life?  No!  They are praising God that the conspiracy of wicked men were only doing "whatever Your hand and Your purpose determined before to be done".


My thesis, therefore, is this: Christ is exercising His political Lordship at all times.  It is not that He is Lord in spite of one man's election; but in the election itself, He is exercising His Lordship.  


This can be proven both generally and in particular.  


In general, the Bible teaches:


1.
Everything that occurs is by His will.  "He works all things after the counsel of His will."  "For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory, both now and forever.  Amen."  


2.
Nothing can thwart His will.  "Who is he who speaks and it comes to pass if the Lord has not commanded it?"  "There is no wisdom, nor understanding, nor counsel against the LORD".  


3.
If one believes the Bible, he will consent with the Shorter Catechism, Question 7:


"What are the decrees of God?



The decrees of God are His eternal purpose,


according to the counsel of His will,


whereby for His own glory, He has


foreordained whatsoever comes to pass".


But of these "whatsoever" things that "come to pass", the Bible singles out political events for special attention.  


1.
All leaders (good or bad) rule by God's appointment.  "There is no power but of God, the powers that be are ordained of God.  Whoever, therefore resists the powers resists the ordinance of God".  And this was written, you must remember, to the Roman Christians who were then suffering under the oppression of Nero.  


2.
Not only do they occupy the office by God's appointment; but everything they do therein is also under the strict control of heaven.  "The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, like the rivers of water; He turns it wherever He wishes".  



a.
These "turns" are sometimes very favorable to God's people.  "Thus says Cyrus, king of Persia: The LORD God of heaven has given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and He has charged me to build Him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah".  What a blessing this was!  The decades of shame were over at last.  Mount Zion would again become "the joy of the whole earth".  So overcome with emotion were God's people at the laying of its foundation that "some wept loudly and others shouted for joy, so that the people could not discern the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the people; for the people shouted with a loud shout and the noise was heard afar off".  



b.
But at other times, these "turns" are somewhat less enjoyable.  Nebuchadnezzar would smash Judah, level its temple, and carry its best and brightest into captivity.  Yet in doing these things, he is called "the LORD's servant".



c.
About His heavenly Lord, the chastened king would finally say, "He does according to His will in the armies of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth, and no one can stay His hand or say to Him, `What are you doing?'".


3.
Finally, authority figures rule only so long as God decrees.  "But God is the judge, He puts down one and sets up another".  He gave Solomon long a long reign.  And He cut Belshazzar's short: MENE MENE TEKEL UPHARSIN, "God has numbered your kingdom and finished it".  And "that very night Belshazzar, king of the Chaldeans, was slain".


But now, of course, these are isolated incidents, surrounded by unique circumstances.  And we must beware of generalizing from them.   The questions therefore, are not "Was Cyrus God's servant?, Did Nebuchadnezzar do His will?, or Was Pilate just fulfilling his destiny?"  Our interest is more practical: are our leaders (including the ones we don't like) appointed by God and are they doing what He wants them to do?    


The answer must be "yes".  And here's why.  If our leaders are not under the direct supervision of Christ, then His exaltation has no meaning!  He is a "Paper Potentate", and not "the Lord of Glory"!  


Consider what the Bible says about Christ's authority:


1.
"All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth".  


2.
"(God) has put all things under His feet and given Him to be head over all things..."


3.
John saw Him as having "eyes like a flame of fire and on His head, many crowns".  


4.
"Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of your kingdom".


5.
And perhaps best of all, we hear God, amid all the noise of human rebellion, calmly say, "Nevertheless, I have set my king on my holy hill of Zion".  


The titles that Christ now bears would lend support to this thinking.  "Jesus is Lord".  He is "the Prince of the kings of the earth"; "the Blessed and only potentate"; "the King of kings and Lord of lords".


And finally, it is hard to get away from these two Scriptures:


1.
"The kingdoms of the world have become the kingdoms of our God and of His Christ".  


2.
But if you would postpone this kingship to a later age (which is not plausible, but if you insist), this one cannot be escaped.  Just after "the kings of the earth set themselves and the rulers took counsel together against the LORD and against His anointed...He who sat in heaven laughed them to scorn and held them in derision...in light of this fact: "Nevertheless, I have set my King on His holy hill in Zion".  


And so, in our political system, there are many centers of authority: federal, state, and municipal; three branches of government: executive, legislative, and judicial; distinct spheres of sovereignty: personal, family, school, business, church, and state.  But above them all, ruling each by His Sovereign Will is One Man, the Lord Jesus Christ!


Christ is ruling now.  In the good decisions that our leaders make.  And in the bad ones too.  He ruled in the wars of Joshua; He ruled in His own crucifixion; He rules now.  


But how can He do this?  It would seem that a sinless Christ and  almighty Lord would appoint only the best men to office; would legislate only the best rules of conduct; would protect the innocent and punish the guilty.  Yet our system often does just the opposite.  How can we explain this?  


We cannot.  But we must believe it.  


"O the depths of the riches both of the wisdom


and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable are His ways,


and His judgments past finding out!


"For who has known the mind of the LORD?


Or who has become His counselor?


Or who has first given to Him


And it shall be repaid to him?"


"for of Him and through Him and to
 Him


are all things, to whom be glory 


forever.  Amen."


"Secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us".  And so, modesty is called for in the interpretation of Providence.  What can we be sure of in the new President and others who have just taken office?


1.
Their actions will be good for God's people.  Christ is made head of all things (for the sake of) the Church.  Thus, whatever they do will "work together for our good.  



a.
If they allow us to "live quiet and peaceable lives in all godliness and reverence" the good will be obvious.  



b.
But if they oppose us, this too will be to our benefit.  Nero lopped off the head of Paul, but it only fitted him for a crown of life.  


2.
Their actions will end up glorifying Christ.  If they turn to Him, He will be glorified as their Savior.  If they turn against Him, He will be glorified as their Judge.  But either way, Christ will be glorified.  


And so, what is the moral to my story?  


1.
It is not "be indifferent".  We ought to weep for the sins of our nation and beg God for patience.


2.
But it is this: "Don't worry".  You may not have voted for our New President.  You may bitterly oppose his social agenda.  His administration may threaten our moral well being and maybe our national existence.  But don't worry!  He is only doing what "God has determined before to be done".


"This I recall to mind;


Therefore, I have hope."

