TEXT: Matthew 28:18-20PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: A Baptism Sermon


Baptism carries with it an assumption and a promise.  


The assumption is: the one being baptized is a disciple of Jesus Christ.  This seems clear from the wording of our text.  As the Apostles were going into the word, they were to "make disciples" of all nations first; and then "baptize" them.  Baptism, therefore, assumes discipleship.  


What is implied here, moreover, is everywhere practiced in the New Testament.  The first man to perform a baptism, of course, was our Lord's forerunner, John.  But whom did he baptize?  Mark tells us "all the land of Judea and they of Jerusalem".  It would seem, therefore, that he baptized indiscriminately.  Or did he?  He did not.  For the end of that verse just cited describes the kind of people Mark had in mind: "...they were all baptized by Him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins".  In other words, they were disciples.  But a second place clinches the matter.  When the Sadducees and Pharisees came to John for baptism, he flatly refused.  Why?  Because they were a "brood of vipers"--and not disciples of the One who is to Come.  John's baptism, therefore, assumes discipleship.  


But what about the baptisms that followed Christ?  Were they any different?  They were not.  The first to be baptized were the three thousand at Pentecost.  But what preceded their immersion?  Luke tells us, "then they that gladly received his word were baptized".  And what does it mean "to receive the word" but to become a disciple of Christ?  The same can be said of the baptisms in Samaria.  Before they entered the sacred waters, they first "heeded the things spoken by Philip".  This means they were discipled.  Philip's best known work corroborates this, too.  The Ethiopian Eunuch was anxious to be baptized; "See, here is water, what hinders me from being baptized?" is the question.  The answer came quickly: "If you believe with all of your heart, you may".  "I believe that Jesus is the Son of God" is the reply.  Which was followed by baptism.  


The baptism of Paul follows the same pattern.  He is first "filled with the Holy Spirit"--then baptized.  


The first Gentile baptism takes place at the home of Cornelius.  Peter preaches the Gospel, the Romans believe, and are then baptized.  Peter, it seems, was hesitant, but could not argue with God: "Can anyone forbid water that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?  Then he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord."  


Later baptisms are similar.  "The Lord opens the heart of Lydia--and she is baptized".  The Philippian jailer "believes on the Lord Jesus Christ and is baptized".  


The Epistles bear the same witness.  The Romans are "baptized into Jesus Christ"--but first "called to be saints".  The Corinthians were "baptized in the name of Christ"--but before that, "sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, and calling on the name of Jesus Christ".  


And so, baptism assumes discipleship.  Our young friend knows herself to be a disciple of Christ--and wants all of you to know, as well.  She is not looking to the water to make her a disciple.  She is not hoping "one of these days" to become a disciple.  She is showing everyone here what God has already done for her, i.e., made her a disciple of Jesus Christ. 


But then, in the second place, baptism promises a life of obedience.   The order is significant: "disciples all nations, baptize them, and teach them to observe all things that I have commanded you". 


The one baptized, therefore, is promising to learn the will of Christ and to follow it.  His "will" is revealed to us in the Bible.  Thus, our friend is hereby promising to read the Bible with care, to compare Scripture with Scripture, to meditate on that word, and to pay attention to those whom God has called to teach her.  


But you notice, it doesn't say, "teaching all things", but "teaching to observe all things".  Her learning, therefore, must have a practical bent.  It must lead to increased holiness.  For in being baptized, she is taking a public oath, to discover and to obey the will of Christ for her life.  


To view baptism correctly, therefore, one must look both ways: back to what God has done for the candidate in the past (i.e., made her a disciple) and forward to what He will do for her in the future (i.e., conform her to the image of His Son, Jesus Christ).  


The assumption is: our young friend is a disciple of Christ.  The promise is: she will grow in likeness to her Master.  


May God confirm the former and grant the latter, for Christ's sake.  Amen.  

