TEXT: II Corinthians 1:12-24PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Workers for Joy


In this paragraph, Paul defends his style of ministry.  Why?  Because he needed to.  Lesser men had come to Corinth, very critical of Paul.  Now, it's his turn.  How he defends himself, however, is quite interesting.  He doesn't lash out at his critics or propound an elaborate theology of pastoral care.  What he does is much simpler: he reminds them of the kind of man he was when he was with them.  Negatively, he was not a double-tongued man; he was not a cruel man; he was not an overbearing man.  The Corinthians knew this--if only they'd remember.  But was he more than "not this, not that, and not the other"?  You better believe it.  He tells us what he was and is in v.24: "We are...fellow workers for your joy".  


These words ought to be tattooed on every pastor's heart.  My job is to maintain and to increase your joy.  On the Day of Judgment, it won't be enough to say, "I taught the truth" or "I set a good example" or "I organized an outreach program".  No; the pastor must point to his people and say, "Lord, I helped their joy".  I hope I'll be able to do so, for Christ's sake.  


This "working for your joy", however, is not only the pastor's job.  It is every believer's work as well.  In Galatians 6:10, we're told to: "...Do good to all men, especially those of the household of faith".  And what could be more "good" than to enhance their joy?   Moreover, Paul asked his friends at Philippi to "fulfill (his) joy".  He asked the same of Philemon: "Yes, brother, let me have joy from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in the Lord".  


Therefore, it is your job to help others maintain and increase their joy.  It is every believer's calling to become "fellow workers for (the) joy of (others)".   


Before we look into how this is done, let's stop for a moment and ask, "What does it imply"?  Three things come to mind:


Firstly, it implies that "joy" is every believer's possession.  One cannot help others in their joy unless there is--at least--a potential joy in them.  Is this true of the believer?  Yes it is.  Of every believer?  Absolutely.  


1.
I Peter 1:8: "Whom having not seen, you love.  Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with a joy unspeakable and full of glory..."


2.
John 16:21: "I will see you again and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man takes from you".     


C.S. Lewis described his conversion as "Surprised by Joy". He could express himself more ably than most, but his experience was no more joyful than his less pithy brethren.   The Gospel promise remains in effect:


"So the ransomed of the LORD shall return,


And come to Zion with singing,


With everlasting joy on their heads;


They shall obtain joy and gladness,


And sorrow and sighing shall flee away".


Secondly, this implies a believer's joy may decrease.  David spoke of his own loss: "Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation".  But I needn't prove this; every believer has felt his joy ebb away at times.  


Thirdly, it implies that we can help others regain or increase their joy.  And not only can we help others; we must help others.  


How do we "work for their joy"?  


1.
It begins with personal reformation.  No technique or program will enable a bitter person to help the joy of others.  "A bad tree bears bad fruit".   Therefore, you must confess and forsake your bitterness--no matter how "justified" you think you are in it!  Like tuberculosis, bitterness is an air-borne disease; it not only sickens the one who has it, but everyone who's near him.  


2.
It requires sensitivity to others.  Not everyone needs his joy worked on at the moment.  But some do.  We have to be able to spot them.  How?  By not being self-absorbed.  By praying that God would lead you to the sick lambs in His flock.  By thinking hard about others--from the look on his face to the dullness of his prayers.  These may be tell tale signs of a drooping joy.  Pay attention to them.  


3.
Good timing is needed.  "There is a time to keep silent and a time to speak".  One sad believer needs an encouraging word; another needs to be left alone.  How do we develop this timing?  In three ways: Read the Bible (especially Proverbs), pray for wisdom, and learn from your mistakes--both in speaking and in keeping silent.


4.
The right doctrine.  It is good to sympathize with sad believers, but we must go further than that.  We must help them with the truth.  "Anxiety in the heart of man causes depression, but a good word makes it glad" (Proverbs 12:25).  Or "He who gives a right answer kisses the lips!"  (Proverbs 24:26).  What truth? 



a.
We shouldn't stress predestination or providence.  To know "all things work together for good" works splendidly when you're feeling well.  It's not much help, however, when your spirits are low.



b.
We should stress the character and the work of our Savior.  His character is sympathetic.  "Jesus wept" is the shortest verse in the Bible--and one of the fullest.  Our High Priest is "touched with the feeling of our infirmities..."  His work?  He once died for the sagging saint to secure his every spiritual blessing.  This must be pointed to over and over again!  He will come again to finalize that salvation, and to "wipe away every tear".  


5.
We need patience.   Deep wounds are not healed in five minutes.  Therefore, we mustn't rush others to comfort.  Let the Holy Spirit be the Comforter!  We must only "work toward their joy".  Last year a girl was killed in Oakland by some well-meaning friends who were trying to exorcise the devils from her.  Whether they did that or not, I can't say, but they beat her to death trying.  We can be just as brutal in our "helping" others.  Keep this in mind: "A man can receive nothing except it be given him from heaven".  "Wait on the LORD".  


This partially answers the question, "How should we help others in their joy?"  Let's go on now to the deeper question: "Why?"  We're commanded to; it's part of brotherly love; if we do for others, maybe they'll do for us; and so on.  But the best answer is this: We should help others in their joy because in doing so, we enter into the work of our Lord Jesus Christ.  And there is no higher occupation; no greater privilege than this.  


The joy which Paul worked for was a corporate joy.  It was not "his joy" or "her joy", but "the joy of you all".  From which we infer: Every believer's joy is bound up with the joy of his brethren.  Therefore, you are either "working for" our collective joy or you're "working against" it.   Honestly, before the face of God, which is it?  


May the Lord give an answer of peace.  For Christ's sake.  Amen.  

