TEXT: II Timothy 1:10bPRIVATE 

SUBJECT: The Abolition of Death


Jesus Christ has abolished death.

According to my Greek lexicon, the word "abolish" means "to make completely inoperative" or "to put out of use".  These definitions square nicely with Paul's use of the word elsewhere.  Moreover, the word "abolished" is in the aorist tense, which simply means it's already done.  The abolition of death is an accomplished fact.  The "death" which Paul says is "abolished" must be understood in its fullest sense.   Believers have been given "eternal life".  And "eternal life" means just that: A life without end.  Therefore, believers don't die.


This is mighty good news, if it's true.  But is it?  It is.  Our Lord Jesus told Martha "Whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die".  These words seem to mock the poor lady; after all, her brother had died but four days earlier.  Or had he?  The Lord says: "No".  His friend's body is in the grave, but Lazarus is alive and well.  He says much the same thing in John 8:51: "Most assuredly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he shall never see death".  These words were challenged also.  "Isn't Abraham dead?" was the taunt.  "No he isn't was the reply".  God is the God of the living, not the dead.  Abraham, therefore, did not die.  Nor do any of God's people.  Why?  Because Jesus Christ has abolished death.  J.B. Phillips has this to say: "It is impossible to avoid the conclusion that the meaning that Christ intended to convey was that death was a completely negligible experience to the man who had already begun to live life of the eternal quality".  


This doctrine is hard to believe.  So hard that many devout Christians don't believe it.  Why not?  I can think of two reasons.


The first is also the most obvious: We've known Christians who have died.  Some in the Bible; others in our personal experiences.  How do I explain their deaths?  Quite easily; they didn't die.  Their hearts stopped beating, of course; their bodies stiffened.  But this did not signal death.  If it's not death, what is it?  The New Testament describes it as something other than death.   


I Thessalonians 4:13-14 calls it a nap.  "But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as those who have no hope.  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep through Jesus". 


  These verses don't stand alone.  Many others say the very same thing.  Our Lord Jesus told His disciples, "Our friend Lazarus is asleep" (John 11:11);   Paul spoke of David as "Serving his own generation by the will of God and falling asleep..." (Acts 13:36); The same is true of Stephen.  "He knelt down and cried with a loud voice, `Lord, do not lay this sin to their charge'.  And when he had said this, he fell asleep" (Acts 7:60).   


"Sleep" is more than a polite way of saying "death".  There is theological content to it.  The New Testament never speaks of lost men "falling asleep".  They die.  Only believers "fall asleep".  


When the believer stops breathing, therefore, he's not dead.  He just taking a nap.  John Murry has described it thusly:


"They are put to sleep through Jesus.  You know the tenderness, the love, nd the care with which a mother puts her infant to sleep.  The infant may not want to go to sleep.  But that does not detract in the least  degree from the tenderness and gentleness, the love and the care with which a mother puts the infant to sleep.  And it is just this that is true in a supereminent degree and on a transcendent plane with Christ and His people..."  


The second way the New Testament looks at a believer's death is a change of residence.  II Corinthians 5:1: "For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens".  


Paul thinks of his body as a tent--an old tent that's about worn out.  When the tent wears out, however, he won't be left in the rain.  He's moving into his permanent digs--"a house, eternal in the heavens".  No wonder he's not reluctant to part with his moth-eaten tent! 


"In My Father's house


Are many mansions".


The believer, therefore, is not exchanging his nice home for a wooden box.  He's trading in a pup-tent for a royal palace.


Believers therefore, don't die.  They fall asleep; they move; but they don't "see death". 


The second objection to this doctrine is less scientific than the first and is more emotional.  To put it simply: This sounds too good to be true!  I agree.  "Jesus Christ has abolished death" does sound too good to be true.  But so does the rest of the Gospel.  Think about it:  


That a Holy God loves sinners sounds too good to be true.  But it is true.  "Behold, what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us..."


That a Holy God would sacrifice His Son to redeem sinners sounds too good to be true.  But it is true.  "God demonstrated His love for us in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us".  


That a Holy God would pardon all our sins sounds too good to be true.  But it is true.  "Son, your sins are forgiven you".  


That a Holy God would bring us into His family sounds too good to be true.  But it is true.  "But as many as received Him, to these He gave the right to become the children of God, even to those who believe in His name."


That a Holy God would provide us an inheritance with His only-begotten Son sounds too good to be true.  But it is.  We are "heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ".


The Gospel's every blessing sounds too good to be true.  But they are true.  "All the promises of God in [Christ] are `yes' and in Him `Amen' to the glory of God by us".  And of all its promises, none is sweeter than this one: "Jesus Christ has abolished death".  Yes He has; once and for all.  Paul is so certain of it that he dares the old enemy to prove him wrong!


"O death, where is your sting?


O grave, where is your victory?"


Paul is either a lunatic, a fool, or a believer.  No one else--especially a sick man--would so taunt death.  Which do you think he is?  I think he was a believer who had a firm grip on the Gospel.  And therefore, he knew what Christ had done: "Abolished death".  


Do you know that?  On a theoretical level, you might very well know it.  But have you reflected on it?  Are you pondering it?  If so, a wonderful change will occur: You'll be freed from the fear of death.  And this will supply the courage and hope you need to live now.  All fear is a variation on the fear of death.  Be freed from the latter and you'll be freed from all fear.  And what will this do for you?  Let Zacharias have the last word:


"To grant us, that we being delivered


From the hand of our enemies,


Might serve Him without fear,


In holiness and righteousness before


Him all the days of our life".  

