TEXT: Mark 1:21-28PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Meeting the Lord #1: Demoniac of Capernaum


I hope this morning to begin a study of people who "met the Lord".  Some of them will be well-known; others rather obscure.  But in either case, we can learn much from the encounters.  Much about ourselves; more about Christ.  God help us.  


What does the text say?

The story begins with our Lord and four disciples entering the town of Capernaum.  They went there, it seems, because He was not welcome at Nazareth, and hoped to obtain a better hearing elsewhere.  


Did He get it?  He does, for no sooner does He come to town than He goes into the Synagogue and begins teaching.  What do the people think of it?  They are flabbergasted!  For He "teaches with authority and not as the scribes".


What is this "authority"?  It is not the manner of presentation.  Some of us have heard preachers with forceful personalities and charisma to burn.  It doesn't matter what they say; it all sounds true.  About the scribes, Joseph Alexander writes: "[They] surpassed all others in a dogmatical, authoritative manner".  


Our Lord's "authority" lay elsewhere.  Alexander has it: "He taught them, not as a mere expounder, but with the original authority belonging to the Author of the Law expounded...He was declaring His own will, and expounding His own law, and not that of another".  


At their best, the scribes could speak "about God"; Our Lord, though, spoke "as God".  "In these last days, God has spoken in His Son".  


Everyone was impressed by the sermon, but one man was especially touched by it.  We don't know his name, but Mark tells us who he is: "A man in the Synagogue with an unclean spirit".  The man is demon-possessed.  


It's worth thinking about: The devil was comfortable in the Synagogue.  Maybe he had gone there for years, and never been rattled by its teaching ministry.  What did the Rabbis teach?  Mostly, they taught "the traditions of men".  The unclean spirit was not alarmed by these in the least.  But what about the Word?  Doesn't the Word of God antagonize evil spirits?  No it doesn't--if that Word is devoid of Christ!  If the Bible is reduced to a set of doctrines or rules, Satan sits back and yells, "Preach it Brother!"  


But our Lord is not preaching abstractions or regulations, He's preaching the Word--the Christ-centered Word.  And this, the devil won't put up with!  


He shouts at the Lord: "Let us alone!  What have we to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth?  Did You come to destroy us?  I know who You are--the Holy One of God!"


What's he doing?  He is not confessing Christ.  What he's trying to do is to control the Lord.  Here's how: It was commonly believed that invoking one's true name would give you power over him.  Jacob may have been doing this when he wrestled with the Angel and asked His Name.  This is the primary meaning of the Third Commandment--"Do not take the Name of the LORD your God in vain" includes profanity and cursing, but chiefly means "Don't try to manipulate God by invoking His Name".  


The Lord will have no part of that: "Be quiet!" He commands.  And "Come out of him".  The spirit obeys, after convulsing the poor man and crying out one last time.  


The man is free at last!  


It's not the man, however, that Mark calls our attention to.  He tells us what effect the exorcism had on the others around him.  They are stupefied by the power of Christ's Word.  


What concern does it address?

This is the story, in brief.  What issue does it address?  This one:


"The Word of Christ can do more than inform the mind; it can overthrow the kingdom of Satan".  


"That Word above all earthly powers"


...is no less above all hellish powers.  


How does this apply to us?

How does this apply to us?  


As believers in Christ, we are locked in mortal combat with Satan and with the powers of evil.   Pentecostals tend to believe this; at least they talk about it all the time.  I fear we're so afraid of being identified with "them", that we never think of Satan.  It never occurs to us that he might be pressuring us to sin--or causing others to do the same.  


Paul was no Pentecostal.  Yet he said, "Satan hindered us".  


The Bible could not be clearer: "We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places".  


Coming from Paul, this is quite interesting.  For few men have had more human enemies than he!  The Jews hated him with a bitter hatred.  The Gentiles rioted against him.  The Roman government beat him, jailed him, and finally lopped off his head.  And then there were the "false brethren" in the Church who did him so much harm.  


Yet Paul knew that behind these men and their malicious deeds, stood someone more wicked than they: The devil, whom he calls, "The prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now energizes the children of disobedience".  


The battle is not Paul's alone.  It is no less ours!  Satan and his army hate the Gospel as much now as they did then; when we faithfully preach it, we will rouse the same opposition that Paul had.  The devil hates the image of God in us; he does everything in his power to deface it with error and vice.  


He works on the mind--snatching truth away and replacing it with plausible--but dangerous--error.  He works on the body, stirring it passions.  He own the media, who do everything they can to fit us into their mold.  He moves his people to tempt the Lord's children.  


How subtle he is; how ferocious!  Yet he is not invincible.  Our Lord has the power to expel him from our hearts.  He did that, first, when we came to faith in Christ.  And He keeps on doing it as we grow in grace.  Is Satan getting you down?  Turn to Christ, plead for His power; 


"He is able to deliver thee".


How does He do it?  Not with an incantation, but with His Word--the Holy Scripture, interpreted in a Christ-centered way.  This is how "every thought becomes captive to the obedience of Christ".  


Satan is a defeated foe!  


"One little Word shall fell him".


Does the passage say anything to unbelievers?  It does.  People who don't know Christ often feel "free"; in fact, they criticize us for being clones and slaves and so on.  Yet it is not we who march in lockstep, but they! 


For however much unbelievers differ from each other, they all meet here: At the feet of Satan!  They are "in the snare of the devil, taken captive by him at his will" (II Timothy 2:26).  


If you think otherwise, prove it!  Demonstrate your freedom from Satan.  Can you change from publican to Pharisee?  Maybe you can.  But it doesn't matter--he runs both crews!  


Your slavery is proven by your ignorance of it.  "The god of this world has blinded the minds of those who do not believe, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, Who is the image of God, should shine on them" (II Corinthians 4:4).  


Think of the verses I've just quoted.  What are you to Satan?  You're "game"; you're "dupes"; you're prisoners; you're slaves.  


Is there any hope for such people?  There is!  In Christ!  He has not lost any of His power; neither has His Word!  Come to Christ in faith, ask Him to dethrone Satan in your life.  And to rule there Himself, in love and holiness.  


You won't be disappointed.  No one who "Believes in Him will be put to shame".   


If there's one thing in the world everyone likes, it is a good fight.  Whether it's a boxing match or a world war, a debate or a football game, everyone likes to see two parties go at it.  Why waste our time on such trifles?  These are all "bush league".  The real battle is for the souls of men.  On one side we have Satan and his henchmen.  On the other we have God and His Anointed.  The bad guys make plenty of noise.  You can hear their plots being hatched and their armies on the move.  What do we hear from the other side?  


Laughter!  Why?  Because their power and plans are so pathetic compared to His own!  He says, "Go get 'em  Son".  And He does--with the Word of His Power!  


May the Lord speak powerfully to your soul this day.  And to mine, too.  Amen.

