TEXT: Luke 16:19-31

SUBJECT: Luke #62: Money Can’t Buy Happiness!


Money can’t buy happiness.


Everyone says this, but most of them don’t mean what they say, for if they did our lives and culture would be far different than they are.  American life is organized around the unspoken belief that money can buy happiness—if only you have enough of it and if you spend it on the right things.


Believers in Christ know better, but under the power of advertising and peer pressure, we often forget what we know.  We fall into old ways of thinking; our minds gradually become more and more conformed to this world.  


What do we do about it?  How can we see through the false advertising and live as though our happiness is not in money and the things it can purchase, but in God?   How do we do it?  


The most obvious answer is also the best one: Read the Bible.  The Bible very plainly teaches that money does not buy happiness—it never has and it never will—no matter how much of it you have!  


The lesson is taught all over the Bible and in several ways, but nowhere is it taught more vividly than in the story of the Rich Man and Lazarus. 

THE CONTEXT


Sermons are often preached on the parable, but they rarely tell us what it’s about; they say many true things about it, but they don’t explain to us why it’s there.  Why did our Lord tell the story and why did Luke put it in his Gospel?  


To answer that, you’ve got to look at the people it was first spoken to.  Who is the Lord talking to here?  He’s talking, mostly, to the Pharisees, men who loved money and put their trust in it.  Maybe they wouldn’t come out and say so, but they all believed that having money is happiness, or that happiness can be bought with money.  


Are they right?  

WHAT MONEY CAN BUY


The parable says they are as wrong as they can be.  The Rich Man has oodles of money—and they buy him some things—but none of the things he needs most.  


The man’s money put him in an exclusive, gated community; it bought him fine clothing; it got him gourmet food; and it allowed him to throw rich parties for all the right people.  


The things he bought with money are not wicked.  It’s not wrong to live in a mansion, to eat well, to dress nicely, or to entertain on a grand scale.


But, looked at from the perspective of our story, they seem…worthless.  Not sinful, just vain and empty.


Deep down, you know this.  Fine dining is an enjoyable thing, but it doesn’t bring lasting happiness.  A new car may pump you up for awhile, but before long, it’s just the car. You know these things, yet you’re prone to forget them, and to think newer, bigger, flashier things will buy happiness.  


No they won’t.  

WHAT MONEY CANNOT BUY  


Most of the story is not about what the Rich Man had, but what he didn’t have—what his money could not buy him and cannot buy for you and me.  


In the first place, it cannot buy life.  


At this point, I’m not referring to eternal life or spiritual life or life in fellowship with God, but life in the ordinary sense.  The man’s wealth did not fend off death.  The beggar died and so did the rich man.    


Thus, money cannot buy the most basic thing in the world: your next breath.  Everyone dies—the investment banker dies on his back in the hospital; the homeless man dies on his face in the gutter, but they both died.  Though they came from different directions, they ended up at the same place: dead. 


Statistically, rich people live longer than the poor, but when it comes to your own death, who cares about statistics?  


If money cannot buy life, why do you live for it, love it, and put your every hope in it?  


In the second place, it cannot buy salvation.  


The Rich Man died—the story says—and no doubt a grand funeral was held in his honor with dignitaries and long speeches recalling his many virtues.  His body must have been prepared for burial with spices from India and China.  His remains were laid in a magnificent tomb in a beautiful setting.  For many years, family, friends, and the public came to it to pay their respects.  After all, the Proverb says,

“Wealth makes many friends”.


Note, however, that none of this is mentioned in the story!  It says nothing about what happened to the man’s body; it is his soul that is brought to our attention.  


What happened to the man’s soul when it left his body?  The Lord leaves no doubt: it went to hell.  

“The Rich Man also died and was buried, and in hades, he lifted up his eyes, being in torment…”  


The Rich Man made a million friends with his money, but God wasn’t one of them!  How could the Lord be pleased with a man who stuffed himself every day with gourmet foods while a sick beggar lay at his gates starving to death?  


Money does not impress the Lord.  The trappings of wealth have no effect on Him.  Money never saved anyone’s soul.  It did not save the Rich Man in the story and it won’t save you.  Psalm 49:6-7 warns people who hope it will:

“Those who trust in their wealth and boast

in the multitude of their riches,

none of them can—by any means—redeem

his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him.

For the redemption of their souls is costly”.


I don’t want to push poetic language beyond its intent, but observe: the rich man in the Psalm is trying to get his brother out of trouble with God by offering Him money.  God laughs at him—as though He could be bought with money!  But, if this is true, think of how stupid it is for a dead rich man to bargain with God, for he has left his money behind!  Like Job, the richest man enters the world naked and goes out that way too!  


Therefore, money cannot buy you a place in heaven.  And, if it cannot, why should you love it so?  Why would you neglect the things that matter forever for the money that will be worthless when you die?  


In the third place, it cannot secure the happiness of your family.  


Patriotism has been called the last refuge of the scoundrel.  In other words, one’s love for his country is often used to justify sin.  This is true, but somewhat dated.  What’s more true today is love for family is the last refuge of the scoundrel!  


Think of all the foolish things that are done in the name of family!  You want your kids to receive a good education—and that costs money.  So, even though the dad can make a living, the mom goes to work, too, to send the kids to an expensive school.  The kids go to that school, but they also come home to an empty house and the only mother they know is that woman who is always exhausted, in a hurry, and irritated.  


Parents think their kids need money more than anything else.  But they don’t—they need you more than anything else! 


We don’t know if the Rich Man had any kids or not, but we do know he had brothers—brothers who needed him—but only got his money.  Now, for the first time, he was worried about them.  He pleaded with Abraham to send Lazarus back to earth to bring them to repentance.   But he didn’t get what he asked for.  


The man’s five brothers had the same Moses and prophets that everyone else had; if they would not listen to the Bible, they wouldn’t be persuaded even if one rose from the dead. 

[This hints at the stubbornness of the Pharisees who reject the wisdom of God as it is taught in the Bible—and soon will reject it even when they know the Lord Jesus is risen from the dead.  This is important, but more on that in another sermon].   


Now back to the parable and it’s main teaching: If money does not secure the happiness of your family, why do you live as though it does?  Why not be content with what you have?  Why not put your family’s Higher Good over the lesser things—the things money can buy?  


If you surveyed Christians on what things matter most to them, I suppose the list would be something like this: my salvation, my life, and my family.  Yet how many believers live as though they mean it?  How many of them put these things above making and spending money?  


The Rich Man didn’t.  And his opportunity is now lost—lost forever.  Yours, however, is not.  For many years, perhaps, you’ve been going the wrong way, but that’s all right: God permits U-Turns!  He wants you to repent of loving, serving, and trusting money in favor of loving, serving, and trusting Him!  


So why don’t you do it?  And do it now?   

WHAT CAN BE BOUGHT WITHOUT MONEY


The story is not quite over yet.  There’s another man in you, whom I’ve barely mentioned.  He had no money at all.  He’s described as a beggar, a man who laid at the rich man’s gate, who craved the crumbs that fell off the rich table, and whose only medicine was a dog’s tongue!  


Yet this man—without a nickel to his name—was carried to heaven by the angels, leaned back on Abraham’s bosom, and was now comforted forever—and without any fear of losing his happiness.  


Did poverty save him?  No.  No more than money damned the other man.  Because the point here is not: being rich is bad and poor is good.  No, the point is: money cannot buy happiness.  If it could, the Rich Man would have been happy and the poor man miserable, but, in fact, it is the other way around!  


Do you believe in heaven?  If you do, why do think about money so much?  Why not do what Paul says and—

“Set your minds on things above, 

where Christ is…”


If your basic needs are met, why don’t chill out about the other things?  After all, 
“He has said, I will never leave you

nor forsake you”.


Not everyone can have a Rolls Royce, a Bentley, or a Lamborghini!  But everyone can have happiness—and can have it—

“Without money and without price”.


But what you cannot have are two masters!  Those who choose God have—and will have—“the fullness of joy and pleasures forever more”.  Those who choose money, on the other hand, will have…nothing to show for it, nothing but an eternity of pain, regret, and a thirst than cannot be quenched.  


You know money can’t buy happiness.  Why don’t you start living it?  And the happiness of God be with you.  For Christ’s sake.  Amen.  


They touch on many true things—the certainty of death, for example, the destinations after death, the conditions after death, and 


	Few passages are preached on more often than this one.  I myself have preached on it at twenty times.  The sermons are mostly true, but rarely do they give us what the passage is meant to give us.   





	The lesson is taught often and in a great variety of ways.  But nowhere is it taught more vividly than in today’s story.  For here we have two men—one had everything money could buy, the other had nothing it could buy, and, in the end








	








