TEXT: Luke 13:10-21

SUBJECT: Luke #53: A Growing Kingdom

THE HEALING AND THE JOY


Today’s story takes place in the synagogue.  Which one it is, Luke doesn’t say—and it doesn’t really matter, because the leadership in every one of them was pretty much the same.   The rulers and rabbis were men who had their way of doing things—and they didn’t want anyone to challenge them.  Not even the Messiah!      


No one likes sameness more than I do.  And there’s nothing wrong with it, as such, but when sameness contradicts the Word of God, we have to change.  


That’s a lesson the leaders of Israel were not eager to learn.  The issue of today’s story is the Sabbath—and what you could do on it.  


While teaching one Sabbath, the Lord spotted a woman in the audience who was bent double.  What doctors called her condition, we don’t know, but the Lord saw the work of the devil in it.  It is he who had tortured the dear lady for eighteen years.  Feeling her misery, He said,

“Woman, you are loosed from your infirmity”.  

What a word this is!  But is that all it is—a word—sweet, well-meaning, but nothing more?  No.  The words of Christ are backed with the power of God.  He touches the woman with His hands, and:

“Immediately she was made straight”.  

Note the word, “immediately”.  This wasn’t therapy, it was a cure!  The gentle hands of our Lord broke the vicious power of Satan—and the dear lady—after eighteen years of pain and disability stands up straight! 


And, without being told what to do, she glorifies God!  She may have used her own words, but—more likely—she recited a Scripture and made it her own:

“Bless the LORD, O my soul,

and all that is within me, 

bless His holy name.

Bless the LORD, O my soul,

And forget not all His benefits:

Who forgives all your iniquities,

Who heals all your diseases;

Who redeems your life 

From destruction; 

Who crowns you with

Lovingkindness and mercies!”

(Psalm 103:1-4).

“Say to them that are of a fearful heart, be strong, fear not, behold your God shall come with vengeance, even God with a recompense, He will save you.  Then shall the eyes of the blind shall be opened and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.  Then shall the lame leap as the deer and the tongue of the mute shall sing: for in the wilderness waters shall break out, and streams in the desert” (Isaiah 35:4-6).


Happiness is contagious and soon the whole synagogue is bursting with praise!  People didn’t move around much in those days and so, this woman was known to everyone.  The older ones remembered her as a girl and how happy and beautiful and light of foot she was.  But then they saw the power of Satan twisting her body and making her old and crippled before her time.  


But now the years have fallen off and the ancient lady has become a young girl again!  The people 

“Rejoiced for all the glorious things which were done by Him”. 


A party had broken out in the synagogue.  

THE HEALING AND THE CRITICISM


But not everyone who happy about it.  The Ruler of the synagogue tried to shut up the people with the “fetching” words:

“There are six days in which men ought to work.  On them, therefore, come and be healed, and not on the Sabbath day!” 


Talk about a party-pooper!  This man was King of the Killjoys!  And he wasn’t alone—others agreed with him.  Like the secularized Puritans of New England,

“Their greatest fear was that somewhere someone might be having fun”.  

THE HEALING AND THE JUSTIFICATION


When the Lord heard the angry words, He got mad and answered the fool according to his folly:

“Hypocrite!  Does not each one of you on the Sabbath loose his ox or donkey from the stall, and lead it away to water it?  So, ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has bound—think of it—for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath?”  


The ruler and his friends were hypocrites.  They preached “No loosing on the Sabbath”, but they did not practice it, for they loosed their farm animals on the Sabbath.  What they did for their oxen or donkeys was good and lawful.  For the Sabbath was never meant to hurt anyone—not even a beast—but to help every working man and laboring animal in Israel.  


But not only were the Ruler and his supporters hypocrites, but they were guilty of other things, too.  Such as:


Stupidity:  If the Sabbath was meant to provide rest, how can they criticize the Lord for giving this woman rest after eighteen years of laboring under the weight of her disease?  The thinking is worthy of a moron and not a rabbi! 


Heartlessness: If an animal deserves your help on the Sabbath, why not a woman?


Greed.  The leaders of Israel cared more for their livestock than their people because—well, donkeys and oxen were worth something to them, they made them their money!  But where’s the profit in helping a woman unless she pays you for it?  


A lack of patriotism.  This may have been the deepest cut of all.  The Ruler, the rabbis, and others thought of themselves as Good Jews—and not at all like the Lord who healed on the Sabbath, ate with unwashed hands, and so on.   But—look—the woman they didn’t want healed on the Sabbath was “a daughter of Abraham”.  The men who claimed to love God’s people--didn’t.  
 


The words of our Lord hit their mark.  The Ruler and the ones who agreed with him “put to shame”.  They were seen for what they always were: stupid, petty, selfish hypocrites!  They were fussy little men with fussy little rules!  They didn’t know God or His Law!  

AN ASIDE


Let me put in a brief aside at this point.  It very much fits into the text, but I couldn’t think of a graceful way of putting it into the sermon, so I’ll just stick it in and see what the Lord does with it.  


The leaders of Israel were good at reading the Bible, but they weren’t so good at interpreting it.  They knew the words of God, but not the meaning He put into them.  


There were many reasons for this, of course, but the one I want to look at for a few minutes is the one that is still very much with us—especially when it comes to the Sabbath.  


The Sabbath Law (found in the Ten Commandments and other places in the Old Testament) was very much a law, that is, a set of rules for what you should do on that Day and what you shouldn’t do.  Here’s the Bible’s list of dos and don’ts:

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.  Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord your God.  In it you shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your manservant, nor your maidservant, nor your cattle, nor the stranger within your gates”.  


This is pretty clear: Remember the Sabbath and don’t work on it.  


The Puritans—who are very dear to me—were not satisfied with the principles put down in the Bible, but felt the need to explain them in detail.  The result—in my opinion—did more hard than good.  Questions 117 and 119 of the Westminster Larger Catechism say:

“How is the Sabbath or Lord’s Day to be sanctified?

The sabbath or Lord’s day is to be sanctified by a holy resting all the day, not only from such works as are at all times sinful, but even from such worldly employments and recreations as are on other days lawful; and making it our delight to spend the whole time (except so much of it as is to be taken up in works of necessity and mercy) in the public and private exercise of God’s worship: and to that end, we are to prepare our hearts, and with such foresight, diligence, and moderation, to dispose and seasonably dispatch our worldly business, that we may be the more free and fit for the duties of that day.

What are the sins forbidden in the fourth commandment?

The sins forbidden in the fourth commandment are, all omissions of the duties required, all careless, negligent, and unprofitable performing of them, and being weary of them; all profaning the day by idleness and doing that which is itself sinful; and by needless works, words, and thoughts about our worldly employments and recreations”.

What the Westminster Divines missed—and the leaders of Israel did too—is that, though the Sabbath was a Law, it was not only a Law.  It was also—and most of all—a prophecy.  It looked forward to the freeing of God’s People—by their Messiah!  


Moses gave them a day off, but he did not give them rest.  Only the Messiah would do that.  And that is precisely what He did that Sabbath in the synagogue.  He took a woman who had labored for eighteen years under the weight of sickness and freed her from it with a touch.  


Thus, the Hebrew Sabbath (which was Saturday) did not look forward to the Christian Sabbath (or Sunday).  It looked forward to the True Rest the Savior would bring to His people.  The rest is real, but partial, in this life.  But in the Coming Kingdom, it is complete and final.      


Thus, in freeing this woman on the Sabbath, we see the Kingdom of God breaking into the world in the Person of its King, the Lord Jesus Christ.

TWO KINGDOM PARABLES


And, speaking of God’s Kingdom, it’s going to grow.  In A.D. 30 (or thereabouts) it was very small—only a handful of Jews then loved and served their King. 


It was as small as “a pinch of leaven” tossed into a big lump of dough or as small as “a mustard seed” that grows into the greatest of trees (or, what we would call a shrub).  The Kingdom was small, but it wasn’t going to stay that way.  


The first major breakthrough occurred on the Day of Pentecost when 3,000 Jews who had formerly persecuted Jesus of Nazareth now owned Him for the Messiah.  Later, the Gentiles joined the party.  Then, with the labors of Paul, churches were formed all over the Mediterranean world.  Then, it broke out of the Roman Empire and reached into Northern Europe, Central Africa, and as far East as India.  It’s still growing.  

“For the earth shall be filled with the glory of God as the waters cover the sea”. 


Remember: the great things done in the synagogue, along with the other miracles our Lord performed were only the mustard seed of the Kingdom.  By God’s grace, the Church in all ages will do even greater things for the Lord.  And, with all of our faults and blind spots, we have. For the Gospel has gone into all the world, and this—as wrong as it may seem to some—is far greater than the most incredible healings we have in the Bible.   

THIS MEANS


This means we Christians are on the winning side.  We live in a bad time, to be sure, but we mustn’t give in to despair or quit trying, for the victory is ours!  Because it is Christ’s and we are His!  


This means we ought to fight against our sins as though they can be beaten, for they can be beaten.  For the power that overthrew Satan in the synagogue so long ago is in every believer:

“You are of God, little children, and have overcome the world, for greater is He who is within you than he who is in the world”.  


This means we ought to witness as though the Gospel is still the power of God for salvation because it is!  


This means we ought to pray and live with hope.  For—no matter how badly things go for us at times, and no matter how often we mess up, believers in Christ remain,

“More than conquerors through Him who loved us”.      

