TEXT: Luke 11:14-28

SUBJECT: Luke #45: Allies or Enemies?


This morning the world is at war. 


The warring armies are led by the Lord Jesus Christ and Satan.  The war was declared way back near the beginning of time and has been fought ever since.  For many years, it was a Cold War they fought, but with the coming of Christ, the Cold War got very hot.  


Some of the heat came from the devil, but most of it came from the Lord.  It was He who declared war on Satan and He who took it to the devil.  That is what today’s story is about: the war between the Lord Jesus Christ and Satan.  And what it calls you to do is to declare your loyalty or to make up your mind what side you’re on.  


When Israel was camped at the foot of Mount Sinai, Moses went up to receive the Law of God.  For forty days he was gone, during which time the nation forgot all about the Lord who had saved them from Egypt.  Afraid of being alone in the wilderness, they ordered Aaron to make gods for them, idols to lead them into the Promised Land.  Aaron didn’t want to do it, but the people were so stubborn that he gave in and made them a brace of Golden Calves.  The next day, most of the people worshiped the visible gods and disgraced themselves in public.  When Moses got back, he slammed to stone tables down and issued a challenge:


“Who is on the Lord’s side?” he wanted to know.  The Levites came forward and he told them to prove it by buckling on their swords and killing the idolaters.  They obeyed their leader and three thousand Israelites fell in a day.  


Jesus Christ has renewed the call to arms.  In today’s story He is commanding His people to fight as the Levites did of old.  Not to kill others, of course, but to fight for Him with all they’ve got.  


I don’t believe we take this seriously at all.  We think of spiritual warfare as being something like a friendly game of checkers.  You’d like to win, of course, but it’s no big deal if you don’t.  The stakes are low and the effort is too.  But this is not at all how the Lord views the warfare: for Him it was a matter of life and death.  He fought it as though the results mattered—mattered more than anything.  


He wasn’t alone.  His Apostle, Paul, often described the Christian life as a fight—not a wrestling match, but a gladiatorial contest.  If you meet a boxer, you might ask him what his record is.  If he’s good, he could say something like, “I’m 27-2-1”.  That’s a fine record…for a boxer.  But it won’t do for a gladiator.  He fought to the death.  A losing football team says, “We came in flat”.  If a gladiator came in flat, he went out dead.    


You need to take the Christian warfare more seriously than you do.  I pray today’s story will help you do it.  So let’s get to it.

THE EXORCISM


The story begins with the Lord casting out a demon.  We don’t know where He was or who the man He helped was, but we know something about the demon.  Luke calls him a “mute spirit”, that is, he left the man he was in unable to speak.  The demon wasn’t mute, but the man was because of the demon.  


When the Lord saw the pitiful man, He cast out the demon—and to everyone’s amazement—the man started talking up a storm!  In a similar account, Matthew says the people were so impressed by what the Lord did that they began wondering if He was the Messiah.    The wondering was quite proper.  This is exactly the sort of thing Messiah would be doing.  

THE OBJECTION


Not everyone felt this way.  Some were dead-set against the Lord and suggested that He was casting out demons by the power of Beelzebub who is the prince of demons.  


The Lord does not take their criticism at all seriously.  There’s a kind of Christian who thinks it is wonderfully humble and godly to patiently listen to and sympathetically evaluate every negative word.  Wrong!


Some criticisms can only be laughed at!  That’s what the Lord does here.  Why would Satan oppose Satan?  If a king wanted to build a powerful army, would he sick one branch of it on the other?  If a man wanted a loving and harmonious family, would he start off by slapping his wife around and screaming at the kids?  Uh, no, he wouldn’t.  Satan is not more stupid than men.  Thus, he could not possibly be casting out demons.  If evil spirits are doing Satan’s work in the souls of men, why would he tell them to leave?  


The criticism is just plain stupid!  

THE TEACHING


Yet it allows the Lord to pick up on a theme He has mentioned before and develop it at some length.


Satan has a kingdom and a house.  The kingdom has ruled for a very long time and the house is well defended.  But there’s another Kingdom now in the world and it is waging war on Satan’s realm.  And not just waging war, but winning the war.  


The Kingdom is God’s Kingdom.  The King is Jesus Christ.  And, by casting out demons, performing miracles, and preaching the Gospel, He has pushed back the Dark Lord and his wicked forces.     


I chose the word, “pushed” carefully.  For the Kingdom is not just coming, but it has come.  The Kingdom of God has decisively broken into history and broken the cruel power of Satan.  The war is not over; it is not completed till the Second Coming of Christ.   But God has landed, His forces have come ashore, and victory is certain.  


That’s the first figure of speech the Lord uses—God’s Kingdom overthrowing the rule of Satan.  But He doesn’t stop with one: He goes on to compare Satan to a man who owns a house and Himself to a burglar!  


The imagery is unexpected, but you get the point.  Suppose a strong man owns a house, has it well defended, and keeps a close eye on every prowler.  The house would not be easy to break into.  Unless Another Man was stronger and could tie up the owner and take everything He wants.  


That’s what the Lord is now doing!  He has broken into the devil’s home and He’s taking what He pleases. How can He do that?  Because He’s got the Strong Man tied up. What’s He taking?  He’s taking people from the devil, poor souls he was torturing, blinding, making deaf, and keeping them in sin and misery.  He’s hauling off sinners for Himself—and for heaven.    


Some of you are stolen goods.  You used to belong to the devil, but now you belong to Christ.  And, although the devil is screaming bloody murder, he can’t do a thing about it.  He’s bound hand and foot and the Stronger Man is ransacking his home as I speak.  

NO NEUTRALITY


The war our Lord is fighting with the devil is a total war in which everyone in the world is mobilized and called to action.  For 200 years Switzerland has stayed out of war.  In the last European war, they didn’t back the Allies or the Axis powers.  They probably preferred Churchill to Hitler, but they didn’t fight on either side.  The Swiss take great pride in their neutrality—and that seems like a good thing to me.  


But in the war being fought between our Lord and Satan, neutrality is impossible.  You cannot opt out of the war.  You’re involved—whether you want to be or not.  The Lord says so,

“He who is not with Me is against Me and he who does not gather with Me scatters”.  

Some people are for the Lord, others are against Him—and nobody is in the middle!  Some will say they are, that they’re open to Christ or thinking about becoming His disciple.  But they’re only fooling themselves.  The Gospel demands belief—not study.  Thus, the unbeliever who is studying the Gospel, thinking about it, and weighing the pros and cons of becoming a Christian is, in fact, an unbeliever, which is another way of saying, “against Jesus Christ”.

Here I ought to say a word to the kids.  I hope you parents will forgive my bluntness, but they need to hear this—and maybe you do too! 

Kids who grow up in church (like I did) often think that they’re okay with God (more or less) even though they have not  repented of their sins and believed in Jesus.  Some think they’re in the Covenant, others think they’re “safe” because they’re not yet of age, and others don’t really think anything, but feel safe because, well, because of something or other.   

The fact is: No one is okay with God until he repents of his sins and believes in Jesus Christ: no one—not the old man who’s gone to church his whole life, not the believing husband’s unbelieving wife, and not the kids who’ve always been in church.  You see, salvation is not by going to church, but by repenting of your sins and believing in Christ.  Millions have gone to hell “in church”, but no one has ever gone to hell “in Christ”.  


There are two sides in the war—and only two.  You’re on one of them.  Which one?  

DON’T PRESUME


Some people think they’re on the Lord’s side.  The man the demon was cast out of may have thought so.  He had had a wonderful experience with the Lord Jesus and was very thankful to Him for freeing Him from the mute spirit.  


But being on the Lord’s side is not the same as receiving some favor from Him.  He warned about thinking it is.  If the dear man spends the rest of his life just thinking about the devil leaving him, he may end up worse off than he was before. The demon was out of him for now, but if the man didn’t become a disciple of Christ, the wicked spirit could move back in and invite seven of his friends to move in with him.


Have you had a wonderful experience with Jesus Christ?  I hope you have!  But don’t leave it there, with a wonderful experience.  Go on to discipleship, for only disciples are for the Lord.  Others are still against Him.  

THE BLESSED


The Lord’s great sermon has stirred a woman in the audience, and she bursts out in praise,

“Blessed is the womb that bore You

and the breasts which nursed You”.


This was a common way to praise a man in those days.  It’s something like: You’re parents must be awfully proud of you.  


What the lady said was right: Mary was tremendously blessed to carry God’s Son in her womb and to feed the Lord of Glory with her mother’s milk.  We should never forget how blessed Mary was!  


But the Lord says His mother—though blessed—has no special claim on God’s favor.  The truly favored are those who

“Hear the Word of God

and keep it”.


Why?  Because they’re on the Lord’s side.  And victory is theirs.  And with this victory over Satan comes eternal life.  


Being on the Lord’s Side demands choosing—not a one-time choice, but a daily choice, a moment-by-moment choosing of good over evil, beauty over ugliness, truth over lies.  


It means work instead of laziness, generosity instead of greed, marriage instead of fornication, giving thanks instead of complaining.  


These are the choices you must make if you’re to be on the Lord’s side.  And they’re choices you can make, through the power and grace of God. 

“Who is on the Lord’s side?

Who will serve the King?”


God give you the right answer.  Amen.  

.  

