TEXT: Luke 9:46-56

SUBJECT: Luke #39: Humility and Pride


The Gospel of Luke is both the Word of God and a masterpiece of human literature.  The man who wrote it had exceptional gifts—the gifts of a careful historian and of a creative writer.  Luke’s artistry is best seen in his use of contrast.  He excels at putting opposites together.  He does it, it seems to me, to get our attention and to make us marvel at the greatest contrast of them all--

“The Word made flesh”.


The first striking contrast he draws for us is at our Lord’s birth.  In the nativity scene, we have the King of Israel born in the City of David, placed in a manger and honored by shepherds.  That’s not what you would expect, yet it makes you think—the glory and the humility offset each other, making each stand out more than it would without the other.  It’s like a string of pearls worn over a black dress.  The pearls make the dress seem blacker and the dress makes the pearls seem whiter.  


In today’s passage we have another contrast.  It’s just as stark as the first one, though a lot less pleasant to think about.  It’s not between our Lord’s glory and His humility, but between His humility and the pride of His disciples.  The picture Luke draws is not flattering, but it is true.  It was true of Peter, James, John, and the rest of them.  But it’s also true of you and me. 


We haven’t learned much from the One who is meek and lowly of heart.  But follow Him we must if we want to be His disciples and become a blessing to each other instead of a burden or a curse.  It took the disciples a long time to learn the lesson, but they learned it at last.  Now, it’s our turn.  And may God teach it to us, for Christ’s sake.  Amen. 

THE SETTING


Luke has three stories for us.  The first two take place in Galilee, the other one occurs a day or two later, it seems, in Samaria.  All my commentators divide the three, but I think they go together.  

AMBITION


The first story begins with a quarrel.  The disciples are arguing about who is going to be Number One in the Kingdom of God.  They all assume that our Lord is the Messiah and that He’s going to set up a Kingdom before long and they’ll be His Cabinet—Minister of this, Secretary of that, and so on.  


Not one of the men seems thankful for the privileges they have, but are rather worried about what position he will have in the Kingdom.  Everybody wants to be in charge of Foreign Policy—let’s say—and nobody wants the job of Chief Garbage man.  They’re competing with each other; they’re arguing as to who is most worthy of the high profile positions in the Kingdom.  


The Lord knows what they’re arguing about and calls them on it. Mark tells us He asked them what they were fussing about, but they wouldn’t say.  Were they embarrassed, maybe?  I hope so—for they should have been.  


Instead of bawling them out for their pride, the Lord gives them an object lesson.  He calls a boy to them and says—in effect—he’s number one in My Kingdom.  

What does this mean?  It doesn’t mean that children are born innocent or that all little ones are saved or that we ought to be as immature or naïve as they boy was.  


The boy was a model in one way only: he wasn’t aspiring to greatness in the Kingdom.  It never crossed his mind that he would be one of the Lord’s top men.  We don’t know why he was there at the time, but it was probably to be of some service to the Lord and the disciples.  


Mark places the story in Capernaum in someone’s house.  In those days, the lowest servant in the house was the youngest child born to the servants.  So, here we have a boy—maybe four or five years old—who’s responsible to take off the visitor’s shoes, perhaps, or to wash their feet or some other job nobody else wanted. 


He’s the top man in the Kingdom—not because he’s young or innocent or even saved—but because he’s a servant.  To our Lord’s way of thinking, you rise to greatness by going down.  What would you expect of Him?  After all,

“The Son of Man did not come to

be served, but to serve, and to

give His life a ransom for many”.


The disciples were as wrong-headed as they could be.  Nothing makes a man 
pettier than pride and nothing makes him greater than humility. If you don’t believe it, look at Christ—the King of kings becomes the servant of fishermen!  

SECTARIANISM


Standing before such majestic humility, you’d think the disciples would be ashamed of themselves and repent of their pride.  But pride is easier to criticize than to get rid of.  The next story indicates that they were as conceited as ever.  


They had caught a man casting out demons in the Lord’s Name.  He was obviously serving God, honoring Jesus Christ, helping other people, and opposing the devil, but John and the others felt they ought to stop him—

“We forbade him because he does

not follow with us”.


Because he did not belong to their group, they couldn’t see the good he was doing.  Maybe they thought he was trying to set up a rival group or to claim he was closer to the Lord than they were—we can’t say for sure—but we know they thought he was up to no good.  We’re the only servants of God!  Nobody knows the Lord but us!  


If any group of men in history had the right to say they were closer to Christ than other believers, it was the Twelve.  They were chosen in a way others were not; they knew the Lord better than others did; they would be the foundations of the Church, and so on, yet the Lord is not happy with them.  


Their attitude stinks.  Are they more privileged that others?  Yes, they are!  But the special favors they received should have made them humble and grateful, not proud of themselves and condescending toward a man who had fewer privileges than they had.  


But the Lord sets them straight: “Do not forbid him, for he who is not against us is for us”.  

The disciples didn’t know the man, of course, but the man knew Christ.  From the Lord he received the calling to cast out demons and the power to do it.  


Instead of hindering people not in their group, they should have encouraged him in his good work and thanked God that He has friends and servants all over the place and not just inside of their immediate circle.


Small churches need to think long and hard on this story.  Many of us feel a certain pride in smallness and assume that every big church must be up to no good.  If they don’t agree with us on every point, then they must be serving themselves or the devil and not God.   


But if this is true, how do you explain the Church of Christ pastor who kept a young couple from getting a divorce?  Or, how do you explain the Charismatic youth group who visited a Calvinist friend every day in the hospital?  How do you explain the Arminian J. Hudson Taylor who did more for China than any man in modern history?  Do we say they were all hypocrites?  Do we assume the devil must have been behind it all?  


Or, do we admit that—though we have our differences—they too are servants of Christ?  And that to Him they stand or fall?  

If it’s wrong to be proud of yourself it’s no less wrong to be proud of your group!  Paul tears into the Corinthians for saying, “I am of Paul, I am of Apollos, I am of Cephas”.   He goes on to say that that sort of thinking—that group-pride is childish and makes a Christian no better than an unsaved bigot.  


The only cure for this kind of thinking is to remember Christ died for all His people—and not just your branch thereof—and that whatever privileges you have are His gift,

“Who made you to differ one from another?

And what do you have that you did not receive?
Now, if you did receive it, why do you boast as

If you did not receive it?”

HARSHNESS


The third story is even more painful to read than the first two.  The Apostles were good men, to be sure, and yet they were very, very slow learners.  After two lessons in humility, their attitudes were as hard as ever.  


The third story takes place in Samaria.  The Lord and His friends were traveling south to Jerusalem and needed a place to stay somewhere in-between.  He sent two or three men ahead to find an open home, but when the Samaritans heard that He was on His way to Jerusalem, they slammed their doors against Him.  


Until this week, I never understood the cause of the inhospitality.  I always assumed He was so fixed on going to Jerusalem, that He didn’t really want to stay overnight in Samaria.  But this doesn’t make sense.  In fact, He did want a room in town.  


But He couldn’t find one because the Samaritans worshiped on Mount Gerazim and despised the Jews for worshiping in Jerusalem.  Thus, they would not help anyone on his way there—including the Lord Jesus Christ and His disciples.  


When James and John found out about this, they hit the roof!  They thought it would be a really good idea to nuke the Samaritans for their lack of hospitality!   If Elijah could call down fire on God’s enemies way back then, why shouldn’t they do it now?  


That’s a good question, isn’t it?  Why shouldn’t they?  The short answer is: Elijah had come to judge a faithless Israel, while the Lord Jesus Christ had come to save a sinful world.  Their missions were different.  Elijah was a savor of death unto death, our Lord was a Savor of life unto life.  


The disciples should know that by now, but they didn’t—because their pride got in the way.  Harshness is never far from pride.  The ugly, avenging spirit, the desire to make men pay, is not consistent with the teaching or example of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

“You do not know what manner of spirit you are of.

For the Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s

Lives, but to save them”.

THE EPILOGUE


Inhospitality is a grave sin.  To give the Lord no place to spend the might is even worse.  One day—if they didn’t repent—the Samaritans will pay dearly for their evil ways.  But not now.  For now, the Lord will overlook the offense and 

“[Go] to another village”.


…A village that would open their homes to Him and His friends.  We don’t know what town that was, but we know that the people received a blessing way out of proportion to the money and time it spent in caring for the Lord and His disciples.  If Lot was honored to “entertain angels unawares”, how much more blessed was that town that took care of God?  

THE MESSAGE


The message has been made already: Pride and discipleship don’t go together.


Pride disobeys the Lord’s teaching and flatly contradicts His example.  Can you think of any quality less like the Lord than pride?  The proud man stuffs himself full of fake honors, but Jesus Christ emptied Himself of real ones.  


Like the Pharisee, we can be proud of ourselves—“I thank You, O LORD, that I am not as other men are…”


We can be proud of our kids.  Other parents may have rotten, juvenile-delinquent kids, but I don’t!  I did things right!  I spent time with my kids, I showed them who’s boss, I took them to church and never missed family worship!  I got rid of the TV and homeschooled them.  There’s no chance of my kids going wrong.   


We can be proud of our church, proud of our theology, proud of how much we do for missions for a church of our size and income!  


This pride always leads to looking down on others.  If that church is bigger than ours, it must be because they please men and are loose in their standards.  If my neighbor’s kids are better than mine, it’s all an appearance—they’re really self-righteous hypocrites, and when they move out, we’ll see the devil in them.  


When we look down on others, it’s not much of a step to wishing them ill or even abusing them.  

CHALLENGE


Is this the kind of person you are?  


If you are, you’re not following the Lord Jesus Christ.  For He—though Lord of all—made Himself the servant of all.  He tells you and me that if we want to be His disciples, we have to do the same.  He does not demand perfection—if He did, no one would be a disciple.  But He does require humility.  For the Lord, that’s non-negotiable.  


We can follow Him, though wrong in many ways.  But we cannot follow Him in pride or in contempt of others.  When the disciples tried it, He bawled them out and demanded change.  


Over time, they did change.  John was one Boanerges—the Son of Thunder.  He became the Apostle of Love, a love that was kind, patient, and humble.  


You and I need the same growth in grace.  We can have it—if we really want it.  It’s a gift of grace, of course, but there are things we can do to promote it.  

· We can confess our pride.  Until we do that, we’ll get nowhere—Proverbs 28:13.
· We can remember that whatever we have is God’s gift and not our own achievement—including the things we’ve worked for so hard—Deuteronomy 8:17-18,

“Then you shall say in your heart, `My power

and the might of my hand have gained me 

this wealth.  Then you shall remember the

Lord your God, for it is He who gives you

Power to get wealth”.

· We can remember that Jesus Christ loves all His people—including the ones who don’t meet your standards. 
· We can meditate long and hard on the teaching and life of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
