TEXT: Luke 9:10-17

SUBJECT: Luke #34: 5000 Fed


Today, with the Lord’s help, we’ll move on in our study of Luke’s Gospel and look at one of the best-known stories in the Bible.  People who have never read the story for themselves still know that the Lord Jesus Christ fed five thousand men with one boy’s lunch.


If the story is well known, it is not so well understood.  We know what it says, but what does it mean?  Why did Luke put it into his Gospel and what does he want us to learn from it?  


We’ll get to all this in a few minutes, but for now, let’s review the story.

THE SETTING


It takes place outside the town of Bethsaida and near the Sea of Galilee.  We cannot say just where it was, but we know it was a “deserted place”—a quiet spot in the country.  The Lord and His friends had gone there to rest.

THE COMING


But they didn’t get much of it.  They were soon found and, before you know it, five thousand men  were clamoring for the Lord’s attention.  Some wanted to hear the Word of God, others wanted healing—but they all wanted a piece of Him.  


Had the Lord been like you and me, He would have resented the intrusion.  He was a hard-working Man and willing to put in long hours with the people, but couldn’t they give Him a break once in a while?   Why didn’t they respect His privacy?  


They were a rude, thoughtless, and demanding bunch, but the Lord gladly received them.  If they cut into His private time, He gave it up; if they crashed a dinner party, they were welcome; if they came in the middle of the night, He got up.  How patient He is!  How kind and generous!    


To the Lord Jesus Christ, people are not interruptions; they are opportunities.  Surely Peter had this in mind when he said 

“Jesus of Nazareth…went about doing good”.


It wasn’t just good things He did, but He did them with a good attitude.  The Lord not only loves a cheerful giver, but He is a cheerful giver.


Although the people came uninvited, He spent all day with them,

“Preaching the kingdom of God and

healing those who had need of  [it]”.

THE HUNGER


As the day wore on, they people became tired and hungry.  They were tired because they had hiked out to see the Lord and then stood all day listening to Him.  Remember, in Judaism, the teacher sat while the people stood—and the Lord had been teaching for several hours.  They must have been shot.


And very hungry.  They hadn’t eaten all day and now they faced the prospect of walking miles to the nearest town where they might find something to eat.  The hunger was not life-threatening, of course, but it was real and serious.  The weaker people might well faint on the way home.  

THE ADVICE


The Apostles knew this and told the Lord He had better send the people home right away.  There was nothing stingy in their advice, but it was quite sensible.  It’s what any thoughtful person would recommend.  

THE MIRACLE


But the Lord wants no part of it.  Instead of sending them off without their supper, He turns to Peter, James, John, and the others, and says

“You give them something to eat”.


The good men are appalled.  Is the Lord joking?  Or has He lost His mind?  They are poor men and between them all they could come up with is five biscuits and two sardines!  Yet the order is given.  


And they obey it.  


I wonder what their faces looked like as they seated the people?  Did they shine with faith and expectation—just knowing the Lord would come through for them?  Or were they ashamed to make eye contact because the Lord had nothing to give them? 


The hungry men are seated in groups of fifty and the Lord gives thanks for the food—as meager as it was.  He pinches off some bread and fish and starts passing them around.  And—somehow or other—He keeps at it until everyone has had enough.  And then, in case they met some beggars on the way, He collected the leftovers and filled twelve baskets with them.    


That’s the story.  And although many of us have known it from the nursery, we ought to be amazed by it still and praise the Lord Jesus Christ for His great love and power. 


Never lose the wonder of childhood!  The best stories are those we’ve always known; the meatiest meals are the ones we’ve been chewing on all our lives!   What a story!  

THE MESSAGE


But what does it mean?  


Christians have read it in very different ways.  Some have socialized it to mean that we ought to care for the physical needs of mankind.  Others have spiritualized it to mean we ought to preach the Gospel to starving souls.  Others have moralized it to mean little things given to Christ go a long way.  There is truth, goodness, and beauty in all of these. But they don’t explain why Luke told the story.    


What’s he getting at then?  If you look at the context, you’ll see the story is bracketed by a question, see vv.7-10 and vv.18-20.  The story in-between answers the question. 


Everyone in Galilee is talking about the Lord.  They all know He’s something special, but they’re not quite sure what. Who is this Man?  


Here’s what they have come up with so far:

“John has risen from the dead or Elijah has appeared

 or one of the old prophets has risen from the dead”.


They’re on the right track, but they haven’t gone nearly far enough.  The Lord is a prophet, a miracle worker, and a reformer. But He’s far more than these things.  


Get the picture in your mind: we have thousands of hungry men in a wilderness with no hope of finding food on their own.  But food is miraculously provided.  Does the story remind you of anything?  If it doesn’t ring a bell with you, you can be sure it stirred something in the people who were there that day—all of whom were Jews.         


The wilderness of Galilee recalled the desert God’s People once passed through on their way to the Promised Land.  When they were hungry then, someone gave them food.  Who was it?  It was God.  


And He’s doing it again in the Lord Jesus Christ.  


Thus, our Lord is not John, Elijah, or one of the old prophets risen from the dead.  Nor is He a colleague of theirs born out of time.  


The Man everybody in Galilee is talking about is nothing less than God Himself.  He is not an agent of God, a type of God, a shadow of God, He is 

“Very God of very God”.


Comparing Him to God the Father, the Shorter Catechism says He is

“The same in essence, equal in power and glory”.


Creeds and catechisms are helpful summaries, short-hand ways of explaining the faith.  But we don’t depend on them.  It is our Lord Himself who identifies Himself with God and so do the Apostles, the prophets, and God the Father, too. 


Our Lord once said, “I and My Father are one”.  Some have taken this to mean that He’s doing God’s work or seeing things God’s way (as all the prophets did).  But the people who first heard Him did not think that’s what He was saying.  They took up stones to stone Him because—they said—

“You, being a Man, make yourself God”.


He did not correct them.  Because that is precisely what He was doing—equating Himself with the Father; saying in effect, “I am God”.


The men who knew Him best believed the same thing about Him.  Charles DeGaulle once said, “No man is a hero to his valet”.  In other words, the better you know a man, the less likely you are to worship him.  But the Apostles knew the Lord very well—they lived and worked and prayed and ate and slept with Him for years.  And every one of them affirmed His Divinity.  Thomas put it best,

“My Lord and my God”.


The prophets said the same thing albeit in a more shadowy fashion.  Psalm 110, for example, calls the Messiah both David’s Son and David’s Lord.  No Hebrew father accorded that kind of respect to his son—it would disgrace him and embarrass the son, too.  Unless, somehow or other, it was true.  Which in our Lord’s case, it is.  Descended from David, Jesus of Nazareth is also David’s Lord.  Because He is God! 


Even God the Father is happy to share His glory with Christ.  It was He who said,

“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever”.


When you recall the jealousy of God and how unwilling He is to give His honor to another, you know that the One is honors must share in His Divine nature.  

THE TEMPTATION


There is always a temptation to downplay the full divinity of Christ.  You can do this without denying it.  We tell our friends what a great teacher our Lord was, what an example He set, and so on.  All of these things are true, of course, but they must never obscure the fact that this wonderful teacher and perfect example is God—a God to worship, a God to serve, and a God to whom every man, woman, child, and angel will one day give an account. 

IF HE IS GOD…


If the Lord Jesus Christ is God, then you know that the God of Thunder and Lightning is also the God of all mercy, tenderness, and sympathy.  In Christ, God knows what it is to be a man, to be scared, to be tired, to feel the sting of disappointment, and to cry His eyes out over the death of a friend.  Thus, you can

“Cast all your cares upon Him,

for He cares for you”.


If Jesus Christ is God, then you can trust Him, fully and forever.  If He is God, He has the power, the wisdom, and the goodness, “to work all things together for your good”.  

“With God all things are possible”.


If Jesus Christ is God then Christianity is the only true religion.  Others have insights into ethics, of course, and bits and pieces of truth are found in their theology, but if Christ is God, then any teacher, guru or sage who turns you to anyone but Him—anyone but Christ—is a false prophet and under the curse of God.  


We must be kind to all and willing to hear them out.  But we dare not compromise the unyielding truth that there is salvation in Christ—and in no one else.  

“There is no other name under heaven, given among

men whereby we must be saved…no name but Christ”.

