TEXT: Luke 8:16-18

SUBJECT: Luke #28: Light is for Shining


Today, with God’s help, we’ll move on in our study of Luke’s Gospel, to one of the shortest parables—and most demanding lessons our Lord ever taught.  


The images were familiar to everyone who first heard them.  They all used oil lamps and no one ever thought of putting one under a fruit basket or beneath a bedroll.  You don’t light a lamp just to be doing something; you do it to fill the room with light.  That’s what lamps are for—oil lamps, electric lamps, nuclear lamps.  The technology doesn’t matter.  A light is for dispelling darkness.  


That’s what the parable says.  But what does it mean?  And how do we find out?  Some rely on cross-references and word studies.  These are helpful in their place, but out of their place, they’re often misleading and dangerous.  The best way to interpret a passage is also the easiest and most obvious way: look at the context.  In other words, read the verses around it and ask yourself three questions:

· Who’s talking?

· Who is he talking to?

· What is he talking about?  

The speaker, of course, is our Lord Jesus Christ.

The people He is talking to are the ones mentioned in the previous verse, i.e., people who have welcomed the Word of God into their hearts and want to live by it.  


He’s talking about is what to do with that Word once you’ve received it.  
We know what the Word does with you—it makes you fruitful.  It makes you holy and humble and patient and brave and all the other things you’re not without it.

But then, what do you do with the Word?  The same thing a man does with a lamp—you light it so that others can see.  

The Lord Jesus Christ had committed His Word to the disciples.  At the right time, they were to pass it along to others.  But because it was His Word (and not theirs), they had to get it right, and so they had to listen carefully.  As they preached the Word to others, they themselves would come to know it better.  But, if they didn't preach it to others—if they were too lazy or scared or uncaring to preach it, then the Word would be taken away from them.     

That’s what it meant to the first disciples.  And that’s what it means to us.  

JESUS CHRIST HAS COMMITTED HIS WORD TO US.


The Word is very precious.  Good men “Rejoiced in it more than in great spoil” and even “Esteemed the words of His mouth more than their necessary food”.    


The value of God’s Word cannot be exaggerated.  It is He—not us—who has “Exalted His Word above all His name”.  If the Lord treasures nothing more than His Word, it must be wonderfully precious.  


This is true in an abstract sense.  If the Word saved nobody and did no one any good, it would still be worth more than all the gold in Solomon’s Temple.  After all, it is God’s Word and it’s great Subject is the Lord Jesus Christ.  Any work of His must be wonderful and any portrait of Christ must be very precious, indeed.  Angels must feel this way about the Word.


But sinners love it even more.  For to us, it’s value is mostly practical.  Without a Word from God, we cannot know Him, we cannot know ourselves, and we cannot be happy in this life or the next.  

But the Word reveals the character of God to us—His holiness and His love, His wrath and His mercy.  It doesn’t tell us everything about God, but it tells us everything we need to know about Him at the moment.   


It also tells us who we are: splendid as bearers of God’s Image, but also ruined by sin and without hope unless God does something for us.  


It tells us what He has done for us.  In Jesus Christ, God has joined the human race, taking part in all of its joys and its agonies. At the Cross, this same God took the penalty of sin upon Himself and suffered for us—not just as a man—but as the Great Sinner, the man bearing all the guilt of the world and the wrath of God that comes upon it.  Three Days later, this same God rose from the dead and secured the salvation of everyone who believes in Him.  


The Bible goes on to tell us how to please the God who did so much for us and whom we love so dearly.  


The Bible that fills our life with joy also promises peace and hope and infinite happiness beyond this life.  Thus we can die without uncertainty and without terror.  


If the Word had only half of this in it, it would be better than anything we’ve ever dreamed of.  But, of course, the Bible has not less in it than I’ve told, but far, far more.  And for the believer, its every word is Good News.    


Jesus Christ has given us this Word.  He has made it available to many others, of course—people who never read it or believe it or find anything in it worth having.  But He has given it to us in a deeper sense: He has opened our hearts to understand it and to see its truth, grace, and power.  




What a gift this Word is!  We thank God for good health, we pray for a better job, and so on.  But how mindful are we of the Gift of His Word?  And how often do we thank Him for it?  


Not very, I suspect.  And not very often.  John Fawcet first sang what all believers would feel if their hearts weren’t so hard,

How precious is the Book Divine

By inspiration given;

Bright as a lamp its doctrines shine,

To guide our souls to heaven”.


This is not the best tribute the Bible ever had.  But I don’t have time to read it to you—it has 176 stanzas!  

JESUS CHRIST WANTS US TO PASS HIS WORD ALONG TO OTHERS.


A flashlight under the covers will help you to see.  But if others are groping about in the dark and crashing into things, it would be mean to keep that light to yourself.  And if that’s bad, it’s far worse to conceal the Light of the Gospel.


Our Lord once said,

“Whatever I tell you in the dark, speak in

the light; and what you hear in the ear,

preach on the housetops”.


The Apostles learned most of their lessons privately.  At times, they were even forbidden to tell others what they had seen or heard.  But from the Day of Pentecost on, the restraining orders were cancelled.  Now, all the secret things they had learned must become public,

“Preach the Gospel to every creature…”

“Repentance and the remission of sins should be

 preached to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem”.


This is exactly what they did.  The Twelve (plus Paul) preached in Jersualem, in Judea, in Samaria, and in the uttermost parts of the earth.  And not only they did it.  Others horned in on the good work—and nobody told them to stop.  Stephen and Philip were deacons—but they preached too.  When Saul put pressure on the Judean churches, they all 

“Went everywhere preaching the Word”.


Peter assumed that ordinary Christians would stand out from their despairing neighbors.  When they were asked about it, they were to

“Be ready to give a reason for the hope that is

in them with meekness and reverence”.


I won’t labor the point.  You know Good News is for telling and the Lord wants you to tell that News to the lost all around you.  

IF WE’RE GOING TO PASS HIS WORD ON TO OTHERS WE’VE GOT TO GET IT RIGHT BY LISTENING CAREFULLY.  


The Lord permits us to speak His Word in our own words.  But even though we have this liberty, we don’t have the right to change the Gospel—to leave things out or to put things in.


Think of a businessman who calls his secretary in to take shorthand.  He dictates a letter saying he wants $100,000 by October 1.  But she disagrees with him and puts in $50,000 by December 10.  Do you think she would keep her job for long?  I suspect the minute the boss saw the letter, she’d be out the door.  Why?  Because he’s not paying her to express her thoughts, but his!  


And that is exactly what God wants from us.  If He says “Sinners are helpless to save themselves”, He doesn’t want us to say, “We all need a hand”.  If He says “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved”, we’re not allowed to say, “Believe in Christ, keep the Sabbath, adopt Calvinism, and join a Reformed Baptist Church and you’ll be saved”.   


No, we’ve got to get the Gospel right!  This means we have to listen carefully to the Lord Jesus Christ as He speaks to us in His Word.  


Let me explain what I mean by listening carefully.  I assume you’re staying awake and taking in the sermon.  But what if I had started the sermon by saying, After the sermon you will have to come forward and preach it back to us all”.  Do you think you might listen a tad more carefully?  Do you think you might take a note or two or go over the points in your head?  I bet you would.  


But that’s exactly what Jesus Christ says!  He has revealed His Gospel to us and He wants us to go out and tell others what He has told us!    That’s why He says,

“Take heed what you hear”

“Let these sayings sink down in your ears”.


Paul says the same thing to a young preacher,

“Meditate on these things, 

 give yourself wholly to them”.

AS WE WITNESS TO OTHERS, WE WILL GET MORE AND MORE OUT OF THE GOSPEL FOR OURSELVES.  


“Whoever has, to him more will be given”.  This is not hard to understand.  As we’re out there telling others about Christ, several good things are going to happen—to us.  

· We’ll know it better. 

People who are eager to witness are also eager to study the Bible. After all, they’re going to need it—and maybe today.  This eager and practical study does the soul good.  It opens up the riches of the Gospel in ways academic studies never can.

· We’ll pray more and better.


Witnessing people are also praying people.  We know the power to change lives is not in us or in our presentation.  We know both can be picked apart by a sharp unbeliever—or anyone who knows us well.  That’s why we pray so hard when trying to win souls.  We know if they’re going to be saved, God is going to have to do it.  Not so much through us as in spite of us. 

· We’ll see more of the Gospel.
Some unbelievers are abusive, but others are thoughtful.  If you’re witnessing to them, they’re likely to ask questions and lodge objections you had never thought of before.  For a time, they may well stump you and you’ll have to say, “I don’t know”.  But as you study and pray and discuss the issues with wiser Christians, you’ll begin to find the answers which will give you new insight into the Gospel—things you would have never thought of—unless you had been “Letting your light shine before men”.

· We’ll trust the Gospel more.

Not everyone you talk to will be saved.  The parable of the sower teaches that.  But some will be.  In their lives, you’ll see the power of God’s Word breaking stubborn wills or opening up rusted minds or freeing men from the slavery of sex or drinking or money or whatever else that’s got them in chains.

It’s one thing to hear sermons on the power of the Word or to read about it in books.  It’s quite another to see the Word in action.  When I first read Jeremiah 23:29, I believed it.  Then I met a woman, filled with hate for God’s sovereignty—raging against the wrongs He had done her.  But one sentence broke her pride and, within a few weeks made her love God.  

Then I believed the verse in a way I didn’t before.

“Is not My Word as a fire, says the Lord,

and as a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?”


Nothing will increase your knowledge of God’s Word more than a good dose of witnessing.  What Solomon said about giving your money away applies to Gospel preaching, too,

“There is he who scatters and yet increases…”


The other part applies too,

“And there is he who holds back more than is just,

but it only leads to poverty”.


Because…

IF WE KEEP THE GOSPEL TO OURSELVES, WE MAY WELL LOSE IT.  

“He who does not have, even what he seems

to have will be taken from him”.


If nothing stimulates our interest in the Gospel more than witnessing, then nothing smothers it more than keeping the Good News a secret.  


People who don’t witness, spend very little time on the Gospel.  Some get interested in other theological issues—good in their own way—but hurtful when put above the Gospel.  Some lose touch even with secondary Bible issues and become tied up in the cares of the world, the deceitfulness or riches or the pleasures of life.    In this way, the vibrancy of the Gospel slips away from us, and if we keep it up, we may lose even the form of the Gospel.  


But there’s more to it than this.  The Lord doesn’t just say the Gospel may slip away from us, but He says it

“Will be taken away from us”.

God will discipline us for being so selfish with His Gospel.  And then what will we do?  Amos describes a people without the Word and it’s not a pretty picture,

“Behold the days are coming, says the Lord God,

that I will send a famine on the land, not a famine

of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the

words of the LORD.  They shall wander from sea

to sea and from north to east; they shall run to and

fro, seeking the word of the LORD and not find it.

In that day, fair virgins and strong young men shall

Faint from thirst… they shall fall and never rise again”.

Young men and women with strong hearts and hard muscles and the will to live staggering from coast to coast looking for food—and not finding it.  But wait, it’s not food they’re after, but the Word of God.  But the Lord has taken it away from them because they despised it when they had it.  Does the punishment fit the crime?  It does.  

And so, what will be done to us if we continue smothering the Gospel under every basket and bedroll we can find?  It is only the Lord’s mercies that He hasn’t already taken the Gospel away from us.  We ought to thank Him for His mercies, but we must not take advantage of His good side.  For the loving and kind Lord is also terrible in His justice.

It’s time for us to repent of our laziness and our cowardice and our apathy and whatever else keeps us from shining the Light of the Gospel into a world of darkness.  

The little story packs a big punch.  If it’s not a punch you need, I thank the Lord for you—you’re out there doing what I’m in here talking about.  But for the rest of us, we need to start praying for opportunities to witness and take them when they come.      

You’ve a light in you, Christian.  Let it shine.

