TEXT: Luke 8:1-3

SUBJECT: Luke #26: Generous Women


Today’s story is one of the shortest in Luke’s Gospel, but in terms of personal devotion and church life, it’s also one of the most helpful. 

THE SETTING


The story is about a preaching tour Jesus Christ made through Galilee.  Though He was born in Bethlehem and spent time in Egypt, Galilee was the Lord’s home.  The people knew Him there and He knew them. 


Their first opinion of Him was very positive, but later, the enthusiasm cooled off a bit.  They wanted Him a as prophet and a miracle-worker, but they were less keen on Him as the Messiah.  When He said He was, they tried to throw Him off a cliff.  


But though He was largely hated by His own people, He did not return the favor.  He loved them very dearly and tried to bring them to repentance and faith.  They way He did that was by preaching.  


Preaching today is not held in high regard.  It’s too authoritative for many, and not democratic enough.  That’s why pastors  share so much nowadays and preach so little.  But the Lord didn’t feel this way about preaching.  In fact, He was at it all the time.  Some months before, He aspired to

“Preach the Kingdom of God to the other cities

also, because for this purpose I have been sent”.


He felt sent by God—sent to preach the Word.  And now, He’s doing just that.  He doesn’t have a fixed meeting place, but He’s traveling all over Galilee, trying to preach in

“Every city and village”.


No town is too backwoods for Christ; no person is too unimportant to get His attention.  Francis Schaeffer’s little book puts it very well.  To the Lord Jesus Christ, there are,

“No Little People, No Little Places”.

GLAD TIDINGS


The Lord is not just preaching; He’s preaching about something.  Luke tells us what it is: “The glad tidings of the Kingdom of God”.  


The term, glad tidings, is the Greek Word from which we get Gospel.  It stands for Good News!  

I once heard a preacher say (and this is a quote), “The central message of the Bible is judgment”.  Now, it’s true, of course, that the Bible teaches judgment—unbelievers are already under the wrath of God and unless they repent, they will be under that wrath forever!  A terrible message this is!  True, terrible, and certain.  


But the man who said this got it wrong.  Judgment is not central to the Bible, but in the background.  If you think of a painting, the Judgment of God is the dark background on which the bright colors of grace appear.  


When James and John wanted to nuke the Samaritans, the Lord reprimanded them:

“You don’t know what spirit you’re of!
The Son of Man did not come to destroy

men’s lives, but to save them”.


Jesus Christ is willing to destroy men for their sins, but He’s eager to save them.  Like His Father, He takes,

“No pleasure in the death of the wicked,

but [prefers them] to turn and live”.

THE KINGDOM OF GOD


The good news is about “The Kingdom of God”.  


What does this mean?  Good and thoughtful men have understood it in various ways.  Some say the Lord was offering Himself to Israel, to be their king.  But I don’t believe this is right.  When the Lord was offered the Kingdom (see John 6:15), He sneaked off from the ones who were trying to crown Him.  


The Lord is not offering anything, but rather, making an announcement.  He is saying The Kingdom of God has come!  And He’s proving that He is the King by performing signs and wonders.


What the Scriptures said the King would do, He’s doing—right and left.    


The Kingdom of Heaven has broken into the world and now, the servants of the True King are urged to recognize His Lordship by repenting of their sins and believing the Gospel!  

THE COMPANIONS


The Lord is not traveling alone on His preaching tour.  Luke says “the twelve” are also with Him.  Are they preaching too?  Are they casting out demons, healing the sick, and so on?  We don’t know.  It’s more likely—it seems to me—that they’re taking it all in.  Learning who Christ is and how to preach Him.  

A PRACTICAL PROBLEM


This brings up a practical problem: How will the Lord and His disciples keep body and soul together without paying jobs? 


Don’t get me wrong here: these are skilled and hard working men.  But the demands of preaching and travel are so great that they cannot meet them while holding their old jobs.  How did these men—poor men without savings—live without a regular paycheck?  


They did not live on miracles.  


Long before, God kept His people in the wilderness by a string of miracles.  Six days a week, manna fell from heaven and the people ate all they wanted.  When they complained about the monotony of their diet, God stuffed them with quail.  When they needed water, rocks broke open and rivers gushed out.  God does not depend on farming or hunting or gathering—or supermarkets-- to keep His people alive.  He can feed them by miracle, if He wants to.  


Once in a while, the Lord Himself shared in the miracle.  Twice he turned a boy’s lunch into a feast for thousands.   He also turned water into wine.  Had He wanted to, He could have fed Himself and the Twelve by turning rocks into bread.  


But He didn’t want to.  


The Lord and His disciples lived on the generosity of women. 


Three of them are named: Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Susanna.  Other ladies also helped, but Luke doesn’t tell us who they were—at least not their names.  

AN OBSERVATION


Note how straightforward the story; there is nothing defensive about it.  Luke doesn’t feel the need to qualify himself or explain that—of course—these women were not preaching or occupying an office in the Church—but were doing everything under the direct supervision of their husbands!  


Both Luke and the Early Church assume that women serve the Lord Jesus Christ—and not just by taking care of their families, though that’s primary for married women with kids.


In light of this, I’ve got a few questions:

· Are we encouraging our dear sisters to serve the Lord Jesus—or are we shooting them down every time they try something?

· Are you giving your wife the time and freedom to serve the Lord?

· Are you training your daughters to serve the Lord according to He has given them?

· In general, what’s your attitude about women and girls serving the Lord?  Is it basically positive or is it mostly suspicious and negative? 

Jesus Christ didn’t rebuke the women for serving Him—and neither should we.  When Martha said that godly women shouldn’t fill their pretty little heads with anything but housework, the Lord said,

“Mary has chosen the good part”.


I fear that radical feminism has made many Christians overreact.  We see an man-hating, authority-despising fanatic in any woman who tries to serve Christ creatively—or in ways we haven’t already approved of.  


That—I think—is an important sub-theme of our story, but let’s move on now to its big idea.

THE BIG IDEA


What’s the story about?  Why is it there?  What does Luke—and the Holy Spirit—want us to learn from it?  It seems to me quite obvious.  In the generosity of these dear women—and the Lord who accepted it—we learn:
“It is a great privilege to give your money

to Christ and His cause in the world”.


Does the Kingdom of God depend on money?  It does not!  If God wants to keep a preacher alive, He can send ravens to feed him twice a day.  If He wants to supports widows and orphans, He can make handful of flour and a few drops of oil last for years.  This is not about a Needy God who can’t get by without passing the plate!  


Although He does not depend on your money—or mine—Jesus Christ is happy to accept our offerings, and will put them to a good use and with lasting results.  


Are you promoting the cause of Jesus Christ in the world with your money?  Yes or no?  People always say they would—if only they had more of it!  The funny thing is people say this—at every income level!   Were Mary, Joanna, Susanna, and the others rich?  The Bible doesn’t say.  But most of God’s people were not.  Yet in the First Century they cared for their widows and funded a missionary program to bring the Gospel to the ends of the earth.  


There was no gimmick involved, but only the generosity of God’s people.  

HOW TO


Apart from the blessing of God (which is primary) giving depends on two things: 

· Setting the right priorities.  

· Living below your means.

Until you say, Jesus Christ comes first you will not give in a meaningful way.  Oh, a preacher might stir you for a week or two, pictures of starving kids might move you to a one-time gift.  But regular, generous giving depends on priorities.  Some spending priorities are positively sinful, but most are not.  What they are is worldly.  Not wicked, sinful, degenerate, but as though heaven wasn’t there.  

Setting the right priorities also means you’ve got to live on less than you make.  Most Americans live beyond their means—way beyond them, if the truth be told.  Financial advisors tell us to live within our means.  But Paul says, no don’t do that, live below your means!

“Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him

labor, working with his hands what is good…

that he may have something to give him who

has need” (Ephesians 4:28).


This is against everything you’ve heard on TV.  But remember, the people who are telling you this, have an interest in your spending.  They’re advertisers!  They live on your spending.  My favorite radio commercial is for Budweiser.  After telling you how great its beer is and how it will make you a magnet for supermodels, it ends on these words, 

“Please drink responsibly”.


If you did that, Anheuser-Busch would go out of business.  Why would you take that seriously?  You know they’ve got a vested interest in heavy drinking.  All advertisers count on you maxing out on your spending—and they control the popular culture.  


If you want to be like Mary, Joanna, Susanna and their dear sisters, you’ve got to do something rarely seen in America: live below your means. 

THE MOTIVE


Why should you do that?  Preachers ill often guilt-trip you on that one.  But I won’t.  The ladies gave—way back then—from a sense of gratitude.  Listen to Luke,

“And certain women who had been healed of evil

spirits and infirmities—Mary, called Magdalene,

out of whom had come seven demons, and Joanna,

the wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward, and many others

provided for Him from their substance”.


Mary and the others cheerfully gave to the Lord because He had given so much to them.  He had healed them of their diseases and cast demons out of them.  Do you think He had to guilt-trip them?  Make them feel ashamed of themselves?  


I bet He didn’t.  I bet you they gave so much because they had received so much.  


But, of course, that was then, this is now.  And nobody in this room has ever received a favor from Jesus Christ!  Is that right?  Was He good then, but now, He’s stingy?  No He isn’t.

“Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, 

today, and forever”.


If you go away from today’s sermon saying, “Well, what do I have to give?” you’ve missed the point entirely.  You don’t have to give anything.  You get to give something!  


That’s how the Psalmist thought about giving.  And we should too!

“What shall I render unto the Lord for

all His benefits toward me?”

CLOSE


Think about what Mary and the others did back then.  And do something about it yourself.  

“Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift!”

