TEXT: Luke 7:18-35

SUBJECT: Luke #24: He’s the One


Today, with God’s help, we’ll move on in our study of Luke’s Gospel.  The two main characters are John the Baptist and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

REPORT TO JOHN


The story begins with John in King Herod’s prison.  He was there because he publicly rebuked the king for taking the wife of his own brother.  It won’t be long until the offended wife has John’s head on a platter.  


Though he’s now cut off from public life, John has friends who keep him informed.  They keep bringing him news about the Lord Jesus Christ—how He’s healing the sick, casting out demons, and even raising the dead.  John wants to know more. He dispatches two men with a question for the Lord:

“Are You the Coming One or do we look for another?”


He wants to know if Jesus is the Messiah—and if He is—if He’s the Whole Messiah.  Or, does He have a Partner who’s yet to come?  


Many have taken the question to imply unbelief on John’s part.  Prison life—they say—had been hard on him and was raising doubts in his mind about the Lord Jesus Christ.  Nothing could be farther from the truth!  Though the best men can doubt the Lord, of course, in this case, our Lord says John was not doubting Him,

“What did you go out into the wilderness to see?

A reed shaken by the wind?”


This is a figure of speech picturing a man who’s no more stable than a branch blowing in the wind—back and forth it goes.  But John’s not that way, the Lord says.  


John’s problem is not unbelief, but ignorance.  He did not know who the Lord was—not fully I mean.  But how could he not know?  


Was he a stupid man?  No he wasn’t.  Was he too lazy to study the Bible?  No.  How, then could he not know who the Lord is?  


There are two reasons for that:


The minor reason is that he hadn’t seen much of Him.  John died only a few months after the Lord’s baptism.  And that time was spent in his own ministry and not in following the Lord.  


The major reason, though, lies elsewhere.  John’s real problem is in where he was in the history of salvation.  Though the man’s story is told in the New Testament, John was an Old Testament Prophet.  He saw things clearly, but from an Old Testament perspective.  It may sound funny, but it’s true: In outlook, John was closer to Abraham, Moses, and David than he was to Peter, John, and Paul.  


John’s ignorance was perfectly innocent.  It had nothing to do with unbelief, laziness or stupidity.  It was solely the result of living on the other side of the Crucifixion, the Resurrection, and the Day of Pentecost. 


Back to the question: Is Jesus Christ the Messiah?  And if He is, is He the Whole Messiah?  

THE ANSWER


The answer comes in two forms: deed and word.


When the Lord heard the question, He said nothing at first.  Instead, He

“Cured many people of their infirmities, afflictions,

and evil spirits; and to many who were blind

He gave sight”.


As a man steeped in the Old Testament Scriptures, John knew God often spoke by what He did.  That’s what the Lord does here—He acts in power and grace and wisdom—just what John was looking for in the Messiah!  


Then He orders them to tell their master that

“The blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed,

the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have

the Gospel preached to them”.


The Lord is listing some of the things He’s been up to since John last saw Him.  But that’s not all He’s doing.  He’s also alluding to the passages in the Bible that describe the work of Messiah.  See Isaiah 61, Ezekiel 37,  Zechariah 13 and many others.  


He’s telling John if he would compare what Messiah is supposed to do with what He Himself is doing, then John will know very well that Jesus is “The Coming One”.  And there’s no reason to “look for another”.

DEFENSE OF JOHN


As the men go back to their master, the Lord turns to the crowd and tells them the kind of man John is—and how worthy he is to be heard.  Maybe they’ve taken his question for unbelief or at least for doubt.  But the Lord will have none of that!  


John is not Reed shaken in the wind, that is the sort of man who’s blown this way and that by public opinion.  


Neither is he A man clothed in soft garments.  He’s not a royal servant, cringing before his king and telling him whatever he wants to hear.  There’s no politician in John—He’s too honest for that.  Unlike men pleasers, John tells it like it is.  


If John is not indecisive or self-serving, what is he?  He’s three things, the Lord says:


Firstly, he’s a prophet.   That’s a word the Jews respected.  He’s was a man who spoke for the Lord, whose very words were the Word of God.  In terms of character, it stood for integrity and courage and commitment to God whatever the cost.  John is a prophet—and what he’s said about Christ is true.  


Secondly, he’s more than a prophet.  This means he is a special prophet.  In a general, all the prophets spoke of the sufferings and the glory of Messiah.  But John had a special calling: It was he God had in mind when He said,

“Behold, I send My messenger before

Your face, 

Who will prepare Your way 

Before You”.


Men like Samuel, Jonah, and Malachi promised the Lord would could, but John said He’s here.  In this way, he was more than a prophet—John was the specially favored spokesman of God.  


As if this wasn’t high enough praise, the Lord goes on to say about John, 

“For I say to you, among those born of women

there is not a greater prophet than John the

Baptist”.


If the prophet was above ordinary men, then John the Baptist is the greatest man to ever live.  This must have staggered the men who first heard it: John—a man they had seen and heard--was even greater than Moses and Elijah!  

THE EXCEPTION


But wait—the Lord says—there is one who is greater than even John,

“He who is least in the Kingdom of God

is greater than John”.


What does this mean?  


Some have taken it to mean Christ Himself, who as servant of all, can be justly called “the least in the kingdom of God”.  That is a true doctrine; John would be the first to admit it.  But that’s not what it means here.  


No, “the least in the kingdom of God” means the disciples of Christ (as opposed to the holy men who lived before the coming of our Lord).  People like Paul, Peter, James, and Stephen are included, of course, but not just Apostles and martyrs are on the list.  Ordinary, nondescript believers are too—people like you and me are—in some way—greater than John the Baptist.  


Surely not in character!  How many of us would confront a king and die for the cause of God?  It’s easy to say we would—but who knows?  


No, our greatness compared to his is found in the knowledge of Christ.  When it comes to John’s question new converts know the answer; illiterate believers don’t look for a Second Christ!  We know He’s the One and Only Savior—the Suffering Servant, the Triumphant King, the Lamb, the Lion, the Prophet, Priest and King—all these (and more) rolled into one man, the Lord Jesus Christ!  

THE POSITIVE RESPONSE


Some people were happy to hear it.  The tax collectors and other scoundrels who had repented at John’s preaching and submitted to his baptism, were happy to hear that they and the Lord Jesus Christ were on the same page about John.  

THE NEGATIVE RESPONSE


Others, though, weren’t so pleased.  If John is the greatest prophet who ever lived, why didn’t they listen to him?  They were the men who built magnificent tombs for the prophets—when they were dead.  But when the prophets were alive, they ignored, ridiculed, and persecuted them.  

THE TAUNT


Knowing their stubborn unbelief, the Lord compared these men to spoiled children, playing in the street.  When someone wants to plays funeral, they don’t cry.  When he wants to play party, they don’t dance.  Some kids are too bored and fickle to play the game.


The Pharisees and Lawyers were this way toward God.  When He sent John the Baptist—“Not eating and drinking” (i.e., living the life of an ascetic) they said, he’s a lunatic.  When God sent Jesus—“eating and drinking” (i.e., living the life of an ordinary man) they sneered, “A glutton and a winebibber!” 


He closes with a Proverb,

“But wisdom is justified by all her children”.


Wisdom here is a reverent way of saying God.  While the Pharisees were grumbling and finding fault with the Lord, the children of God were justifying or praising God for sending both John and Jesus Christ. 


That’s the story.

THE LESSONS


There are two lessons to draw from it.  In the first place, Jesus Christ is not only the Messiah, but the Whole Messiah.  


Everything you need done for your salvation, Jesus Christ did, is doing, or will do.  You need the forgiveness of sin.  Christ won that for you 2000 years ago by dying in your place on the Cross.  You need holiness.  Christ is working that in you right now, as He convicts you of sin, opens your mind to His will, and gives you the power to carry through your holy wishes.   You need glory.  Jesus Christ will one day raise the dead and clothe all His people in His own glory.  


When it comes to salvation, Jesus Christ does not start the process and leave the rest up to you.  He does it all.  He’s both the author and finisher of our faith.  Do we cooperate with Him?  Sure we do; we’re active in our own salvation.  But only Christ gives the grace to repent, believe, and persevere to the end.  


If Jesus Christ is the Whole Messiah, you can trust Him wholly.  


And not just that, you must also submit to His Whole Lordship—you can’t pick out the parts you want (like the forgiveness of sin now, help when you need it, and heaven when you die).  No, you take the whole Christ or no Christ at all.  Both Savior and Lord, both Teacher and Example.  


That’s the first and most obvious lesson from our story.  


The second is too long to develop much, but here it is in summary: What a privilege it is to live on this side of the cross!  

Were Old Testament saints saved?  Of course they were.  Did they know Christ?  Sure they did. Abraham, for example,

“Rejoiced to see [His] day, saw it,

and was glad”.


David

“Always set the Lord before [Him]”.


But, though they were saved men and women, the saints living before the coming of Christ only saw Him in types and shadows and figures and rituals.  We see Him as He is.  


They saw a Lamb butchered at the Altar; we see a Man dead on the cross.  They heard about a resurrection to come; we see a Man who

“Who was dead but is now alive

and lives forever more”.


How grateful we ought to be for living in the age of fulfillment!  The Lord said,

“Blessed are your eyes for what they see, for I say unto

you that many kings and righteous men desired to see

the things you see and did not see them”.


We think of how honored the patriarchs and prophets and kings were of old.  But, in fact, we’ve received favors they would have died for!  How blessed we are for living on this side of the cross.  


With that great blessing goes a great responsibility.  If Christ has been made Lord of All, we’re obliged to obey Him from the heart.  That’s what it means to call Him, “Lord, Lord”, that is, to “Do the things He says”.  

CLOSE


That’s the story and its meaning.  Now go out an act on it.  For Christ’s sake.  Amen.  

